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Two main items are covered in the
Newsletter, firstly, an account of the 1977
field meeting based on Ballachulish and,
secondly, the future of the Discussion
Group, an issue which was given a first
airing at the last field meeting. To the
main content of the Newsletter we have
appended the results of a collection of
beetles made in the pinewoods during the
1977 field meeting and a revised mailing
list. Additionally we are seeking
members' comments on a possible venue
for the 1978 field meeting.

THE 1978 FIELD MEETING

In accordance with the general trend of the
discussion regarding the future of the
Group (see below for details) it was
proposed that the 1978 Field Meeting
should be based in an area where, as well
as a native pinewood, native woodlands of
other types could be visited.

Two proposals have so far been received.
The first is for a meeting in Deeside
visiting a pinewood, together with mixed
pine/birch and oakwoods. The second is
for a meeting based in the Dornoch Firth
area to visit the Amat Native Pine and
associated birchwoods and alder wood., It
would be helpful if members could
complete the enclosed form stating their
preference and return it to the address
below.

R Goodier R G H Bunce
Nature Conservancy Institute of

Council Terrestrial Ecology
12 Hope Terrace Merlewood Research
EDINBURGH Station
EH9 2AS Grange over Sands

Cumbria LA11 6JU

REPORT OF THE 1977 MEETING AT
BALLACHULISH

The meeting was held on the 27-29 October
and based at the Ballachulish Hotel.

27 October

INTRODUCTION. In the evening Mr
Goodier (NCC Edinburgh) welcomed the
participants to the meeting and reviewed
events relating to native Pinewoods and
their conservation which had taken place
since the previous field meeting in October
1976.

New Pinewood Reserves

Two new native pinewood National Nature
Reserves had been established :in 1977,
Glen Strathfarrar in Steven and Carlisle's
'Strathglas' group, and the Pinewoods on
the Reserve at Beinn Eighe in the Wester
Ross Group have been augmented by the
addition of the Loch Maree Islands as a
new Reserve. ‘

The Nature Conservancy Council concluded
a Nature Reserve Agreement over 5,409
acres of pinewood and birchwood in Glen
Strathfarrar with the owners of Struy and
Culligran Estates, and declared the area as
a National Nature Reserve, to protect and
regenerate the pinewood whilst retaining
existing land uses of hill farming, red deer
management, mountain recreation and
scientific study.

A warden will be appointed and a series of
natural regeneration enclosures will be
erected. Public access arrangements will
continue as at present under a permit
System operated in conjunction with the
landowners and principal land users.




The pinewoods in Glen Strathfarrar are the
largest surviving fragment in the central
group of the native pinewoods of Scotland
and carry the largest areas of mature fully
stocked forest in Scotland after Abernethy
and Ballochbuie. The forest has remained
virtually undisturbed from felling and from
conversion to commercial tree crops, and
has retained its natural fauna and flora,
although a high winter grazing pressure has

prevented rejuvenation by natural
regeneration over many years.
The new National Nature Reserve

consisting of the islands in Loch Maree
comprises three major islands and about 40
small islets, in all some 200 hectares. The
chief scientific interest of the area is the
native Scots pinewood which is the
dominant vegetation,

The woods in this NNR provide a valuable
complement to the neighbouring Scots pine
habitat within the Beinn Eighe NNR. They
Possess an abundant shrub layer of well-
grown junmiper, perhaps the largest in
western Scotland, and there are areas of
forest bog where tree growth is checked by
water-logging and high soil acidity.

T.he Loch Maree islands also demonstrate a
Pinewood shoreline habitat which is not
found in such an undisturbed condition on
any other Reserve. Compared with the
mal.nland, these islands have been
subjected to Jess intensive grazing
pressures, burning and general disturbance,
resulting in the survival of a mosaic of
more 'natural' vegetation communities than
those of the mainland. A further point of
fnterest is that the vegetation on the
islands represent a western outlier of a
vegetational type that occurs more widely
In eastern Scotland, and throughout the
northern European and Asian continents.

The islands have been secured as a Reserve
by Nature Reserve Agreements with the
owners: C?rairloch Estate and the Forestry
Comm.lssmn. The Nature Conservancy
Council Proposes to manage the Reserve to
conserve the existing pinewood and its

associated plant and animal communities.
Because of the high fire risk public access
will be restricted to permit holders.

Nature Conservation Review

During the year the long awaited Nature
Conservation Review had been published by
the Natural Environment Research Council
and the Nature Conservancy Council and
the Cambridge University Press. In this
work many of the native pinewoods are
identified as being key sites of national
importance - for nature conservation.
These, and other key sites identified by the
Nature Conservation Review in Scotland,
are also given special attention in the
National Planning Guidelines published by
the Scottish Development Department.

Grant Aid for Pinewood Conservation

Recently a new scheme had been
announced by the Forestry Commission
under which increased grant aid will be
made available to private owners for the
planting and natural regeneration of native
pine at the Steven and Carlisle localities
according to a conservation plan which
would have to be agreed between the
owner, the Forestry Commission and the
Nature Conservancy Council.

Native Pinewood Symposium Volume

Copies of the volume on the Native
Pinewoods of Scotland, comprising the
papers presented at the 1975 Aviemore
Symposium and published by the Institute of
Terrestrial Ecology were now available for
purchase by members and others at a price
of £2.50.

Monitoring of Native Pinewoods

The monitoring of selected pinewoods,
namely Coille Coire Chuilc, Shieldaig and
the Black Wood of Rannoch, by ITE staff .
had continued and a pilot project on the use
of aerial photographs to obtain more
accurate measurements of the area and
density of the pinewoods had been
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