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This issue of the Newsletter, the first since
the group expanded its interest to cover all
the different types of native woodland in
Scotland, includes an account of last year's
field meeting in the Dornoch Firth Area, a
text of a talk given at that meeting by
Mr Ogilvie, a report on the entomology of
one of the sites visited and proposals for
this year's field meeting to be held in
Deeside. Finally, there is a revised
mailing list of group members.

Those members who were present at the
Discussion Group's first annual field
meeting in 1974 will recall Finlay Macrae's
enthusiasm when a visit was made to the
magnificent native pinewood area of Glen
Affric. This enthusiasm recently received
international recognition when Finlay was
presented with the American travel
writer's award for his contribution towards

the conservation of the Glen Affric
Pinewoods.

Members will have heard with regret of the
death, shortly after the Dornoch Firth
meeting which he attended, of Chris
Christie of the F orestry Commission's
Inverness office. He regularly attended
the Group's field meetings and made a
valuable contribution to its discussions.

1979 FIELD MEETING

As agreed at the field meeting last year,
this year's meeting is to be held on Deeside
between October 4th and 6th. An outline
programme and application forms are
enclosed with this Newsletter. Please
note that application forms should be
returned, by August 20th to -

Mr P R Marren

Nature Conservancy Council
17 Rubislaw Terrace
ABERDEEM

R Goodier
Nature Conservancy Council
12 Hope Terrace

EDINBURGH EH9 2 AS JULY 1979

1978 MEETING AT DORNOCH

The meeting was held on 5-7 October and
based at the Burghfield House Hotel,
Dornoch.

GENERAL

On the evenings of 5 and 6 October wide
ranging discussions were held on a variety
of topics from the future of the Discussion
Group to the presentations made by
individual members.

Following up the discussions at the 1977
meeting at Ballochulish views of all
members on the mailing list had been
sought on the future of the Discussion
Group and a clear majority of those
responding had expressed their support for
widening the remit of the Group to include
discussion on all native woodlands in
Scotland, while still maintaining a strong
interest in the native pinewoods.

Richard -Ogilvie gave an interesting
account of his recent visit to Norway to
study the maintenance of native Scots Pine
forest by natural regeneration, under the
guidance of the Norwegian Institute for
Forestry Research. (Text included in this
Newsletter).

Eric White described the results of a study
of Scots Pine growth over Britain related to
site factors.

Bob Bunce gave a preliminary account of
the survey of Scottish Broadleaf woodlands
being currently carried out by the Institute
of Terrestrial Ecology on contract to the
Nature Conservancy Council.

FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER

In the morning a visit was made to the
AMAT NATIVE PINEWOOD. This is a NCR
Grade 2 Site of Special Scientific Interest
described in the Nature Conservation
Review (Vol 2 p. 113) as follows:-




"This wood lies at 105-275 m on three
sides of a low spur of Moine Schist
lying between two main branches of
the River Carron west of Ardgay. It
consists of a mixture of Scots pine and
birchwood occurring over mainly fairly
acidic soils, but with richer brown
earths in flushed places. Most of the
bigger blocks of pine have been felled
in recent years, and the remaining
woodland is predominantly birch. The
climate in this part of East Ross is
rather similar to that in the Affric-
Cannich-Strathfarrar pine and birch
woods, ie mid-way between the
extreme oceanicity of Loch Maree and
the more continental conditions of the
Cairngorm flanks (the other two
important pinewood areas). There is
thus only a moderate representation of
Atlantic plants.

The pinewood has a few areas of fairly
old trees, and the field layer varies as
usual from the Vaccinium-moss type
where the shade is heavy, to the more
prevalent Calluna-moss type where the
canopy is more open (the moss layer
may be dominated either by Sphagnum
quinquefarium or hypnaceous species).
There are also stands of bracken and
flush bogs with Sphagnum spp and
grasses. Pine regeneration appears to
be very sparse in the older stands.
The birchwood is extensive and is
mostly of the type with a grass-
Vaccinium field layer containing a
moss carpet. On rocky slopes,
especially with a northerly aspect, the
mosses become dominant, and form
luxuriant cushions, but there are fewer
oceanic liverworts and ferns than in
most western birchwoods, such as that
at Strathbeg, Sutherland."

The section visited is the major block of
pine in this area, though cutliers of varying
size occur in the Alladale areas to the
west.

The main stand is on the south-facing
slopes. To the SE a number of flushes run

through the wood, and the margins of these
are dominated by birch. To the north the
steep valley side overlooking Strath
Cuileannach consists of almost wholly
mixed deciduous wood.

Much of the main pine stand was felled
(1964) and has subsequently been replanted,
mostly with exotics, though fragments of
the old wood survive.

There is virtually no natural regeneration
in the wood though seedlings are obviously
present. The deer pressure in this area is
severe. Red, Roe and Sika are all present,
the latter in high density.

The owners are keen to ensure survival of
the resource and it is hoped that using FC
and NCC grants, planting of indigenous
seed and fencing to encourage regeneration
will soon be undertaken.

On the Friday afternoon a visit was made
to the MOUND ALDERWOODS NATIONAL
NATURE RESERVE and the nearby
TORBOLL WOODS SSSI.

The MOUND ALDERWOODS, an NNR and
NCR Grade 1 site is described in the
Nature Conservation Review (Vol 2, p 110)
as follows:-

“In 1816 an embankment (called the
Mound) was built across the head of
Loch Fleet, This sealed off an
expanse of estuary which became
colonised by alder and willow to form
the present mixture of dense alder
carr and open fen. The few ridges,
which have probably always stood
above the highest tides, have an open
growth of Scots pine with a dry type
of field layer. Apart from a few
cattle and deer, little disturbance
occurs. The alderwoods have dry and
swamp facies and Salix atrocinerea is
locally plentiful in both. In the
former Deschampsia cespitosa is most

abundant with Juncus effusus locally
dominant.

Other characteristic






