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1980 FIELD MEETING

The 1980 field meeting is to be held in
Argyll and will be based on Dunstaffnage
Arms Hotel, Connel, Argyll, between
October 2 and 4. Full details of the
programme have not yet been worked out
but it will probably involve visits to the
Glasdrum and Glen Nant National Nature
Reserves, among other sites.

It would be helpful to the organisers of the
meeting if members wishing to attend the
meeting could complete the enclosed form
and return it by 18 August to -

Mr A J Kerr
Nature Conservancy Council
The Castle

Loch Lomond Park
Balloch

Dumbartonshire

A detailed programme for the meeting will
be sent, by the end of August to those
members returning the forms.

Because of the difficulty of obtaining
accommodation in the area suitable for the
group's needs, a greater proportion of

participants than usual may be asked to
share rooms.

R GOODIER

NATURE CONSERVANCY COUNCIL
12 HOPE TERRACE

EDINBURGH

EH9 2AS

1979 MEETING ON DEESIDE

The Meeting was held on 4th - 6th October
and based on Aboyne. As well as the two
days devoted to excursions in the
woodlands of the Dee Valley the Friday
evening was occupied by the traditional
mixture of brief presentations on topics of
interest and ensuing discussions.

The account of the excursions which
follows is mainly derived from the site
descriptions made available to participants
at the time of the meeting.

NOTES ON SITES VISITED

FRIDAY, 5§ OCTOBER

In the morninng the group visited the Muir
of Dinnet National Nature Reserve and the

birch woodlands of Glen Gairn.

Muir of Dinnet NNR

The Muir of Dinnet has natural features of
national importance which are noted in the
open water, peatland and upland sections
of the Nature Conservation Review.




The Muir of Dinnet is a large reserve of
1,408 hectares which was declared in 1977.
The area forms a mosaic of woodland,
heath, open water and bog related to the
complex topography of glacial deposition.
The lowland heaths are of a species-rich
heather-bearberry type on brown podzolic
soils and, since the cessation of regular
muirburn in the 1950s, are reverting to the
former forest cover of birch and pine. In
the absence of heavy grazing, woodland is
developing rapidly and is of great interest
as an area in which the relation between
the pattern of colonisation and the
environment can be demonstrated. The
woodland ranges from young, open scrub to
older woodland in which the heath has been
replaced by a woodland ground flora. Oak,
juniper and holly were almost eliminated.
from the muir in the past and now survive
chiefly in places inaccessible to burning and
grazing. A portion of hill land within the
Reserve is being planted by the owner with
Caledonian pine of local provenance.

A detailed account of this complex and
fascinating area is available as an NCC
publication, "Muir of Dinnet, Portrait of a
National Nature Reserve', price £2.

At Dinnet Muir members of the group met
the owner, Mr Marcus Humphrey, and
learned how the management of the
Reserve was linked with estate
management, including management for
recreational use.

Glen Gairn

This area lies to the west of Ballater on
the north bank of the River Dee. The
vegetation is dominated by birch, juniper
and pine. Because of its position at the
interface of distribution between the two
birch  species, Betula pendula and
B pubescens ssp odorata the site has
attracted an unusual research interest.
Woods to the east of the River Gairn were
used for production studies involving
nutrient cycling in a stand of B pubescens
(Forbes 1973). At the same time Brown
and Tuley (1971) examined leaf and fruit
characteristics of both parents and

'intermediates' (thought to be hybrids) in
the area. They found a continuous
variation of characters throughout the
population from those with entirely
pubescens-like attributes to those with
entirely pendula-like attributes. In this
same population cytotypes of intermediate
chromosome number between parent
pubescens (56) and pendula (28) have been
demonstrated by Kenworthy Aston and
Bucknall (1972), Aston (1975) and in a very
extensive survey and detailed examination
by Brown and Aldawoody (1977). From this
detailed work the cytotypes of
intermediate trees having between 37 and
54 chromosomes were mapped for individual
trees within the area. This has resulted in
an experimental research programme on
production in both species and the
intermediates. Forbes and Kenworthy
(1973) compares the distrubution of the
birch species on Deeside with that in
Scandinavia based upon climatic data. A
distribution map of the two species in
stands on Deeside showed that below 100 ft
B pendula was the dominant species
whereas above this altitude B pubescens ssp
odorata becomes dominant. They
postulated that a similar situation occurs in
Scandinavia with B pubescens ssp tortuosa
and that the shrubby growth of these two
sub species is an adaptation to improve
efficiency of solar energy fixation at high
altitudes.

At Glen Gairn the group members received
a very interesting presentation on the
above, and other allied work, by several
members of the University of Aberdeen
including Hugh Brown and
Bernard Kenworthy.

Crathie Wood

This important site, which features in the
Nature Conservation Review, is a mixed
wood of pine and birch with a very dense
juniper understorey in places. The canopy
is of uneven age and the wood closely
approaches the hypothetical structure of
natural woodland. Other canopy species
include aspen, rowan, hazel, gean, sallows
and  occasional well grown larch.






