NACVE WOOTKINAS

“discussion group

newsiecters |-p




NEWSLETTER

NUMBER 9

SUMMER 1981




NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 9

SUMMER 1981

CONTENTS

1. The 1981 Field Meeting: Central Region Woods p-1
2. Talking about woodlands Rawdon Goodier p- 2
3. Research and Planning for Nature Conservation and Amenity

4.

1.

in Woodlands. An Account of the 1981 Recreation Ecology

Research Group Meeting Alan Mowle p. 4
First steps towards the conservation of the Glen Falloch

Native Pinewood Richard Keymer p. 6
Notes on the 1980 Meeting in Argyll p- 7
Revised Mailing List p- 11

THE 1981 FIELD MEETING

The 1981 field meeting is to be held in the Central Region between 8-10th October.
It will be based on Drymen and will involve visits to woodlands on Loch Lomondside
and the Stirling area. The emphasis of the meeting will be on the management of
broadleaved woodlands for conservation and production. It would be helpful to the
organisers of the meeting if members wishing to attend would complete the enclosed
form and return it by 31st August to:

Dr R Keymer

Nature Conservancy Council
12 Hope Terrace

Edinburgh

EH9 2AS.

A detailed programme for the meeting will be sent, by the middle of September, to
those members returning the forms.




TALKING ABOUT WOODLANDS
BY RAWDON GOODIER

While last year's meeting in Argyll of the
Native Woodland  Discussion  Group,
organised by the NCC's South West Region,
was the seventh in the series of annual
meetings since the group's initial formal
inauguration as the Native Pinewood
Discussion Group in Inverness in 1974, 1980
marked the tenth anniversary of annual
discussions on native woodlands and their
conservation in Scotland. At its recent
meetings 1 have usually tried to
recapitulate on the past history of the
Discussion  Group, but, finding it
increasingly difficult to do so 'off the cuff'I
thought it would be of interest to try to set
down the story of its development and
involvement, which has often been quite
significant in the development of native
woodland conservation strategy in Scotland.

The first meeting was convened in the
Department of Forestry in the University of
Aberdeen in November 1970.  The 17
pareticipants included four from the NC -
Dr Eggeling, Hugh Brown, Bob Bunce and
myself, from the FC - Dick Richards,
David Seal, Andy Neustein and Bob Crathie,
from Aberdeen University -
Professor Matthews, Drs Murray, Millar,
Kenworthy and Fitzpatrick and, from the
private forestry sector - Lord Glentanar,
Duncan Ross, Colonel Grant of
Rothiemurchus and Major Duncan of SWOA.

The stimulus for the initial meeting came
fromm a recognition of the need to promote
further survey work on the native
pinewoods to serve as a Dbasis for
conservation strategy and also from the
suggestion, made in the final chapter of
Steven and Carlisle's book on the native
pinewoods of Scotland, that in relation to
conservation of the native pinewoods - "It

would probably help to further this
enterprise if the different owners, public
and private, together with foresters and
other biologists especially interested in the
native pinewoods were linked together
informally so that there could be a periodic
exchange of information about them, and

also some cooperative planning of
investigations. This should not be difficult
to organise and perhaps the two
government departments interested, the
Forestry Commission and the Nature
Conservancy might take the lead".

The initial 1970 meeting was largely
devoted to discussing proposals for a new
survey to be carried out by the NC's
woodland research section which would
have the aim of obtaining more
quantitative information on the pine woods
and investigating the classification of the
pinewood remnants and the plant
communities they contained. The meeting
also highlighted some of the main issues,
such as the conditions necessary for
pinewood regeneration, which were to
dominate the group's discussions during the.
succeding years.

In 1971 the discussions were continued by
several participants at the original meeting
within the framework of a meeting of the
Silvicultural Group of the Royal Scottish
Forestry Society held at Pitlochty and
visiting the Blackwood of Rannoch were
vigorous disputation took place concerning
the adequacy, or otherwise, of natural
regeneration of the degree to which
intervention was needed to promote it.

I can find no record of a 1972 meeting but
in 1973 an augmented meeting of the
original group took place in Aberdeen to
consider the results of the Pinewood
Survey, which had continued under the
auspices of ITE after the "split". However
as well as discussing the survey results this
meeting was of particular interest because
it accepted the principle, outlined in a
paper submitted by the NCC, that four
types of management strategy were
appropriate in achieving social, economic
and nature conservation objectives in
native pinewood areas.

1. Management aimed towards the
development of a natural ecosystem
with management input limited to
the control of excessive grazing.




2. Management aimed towards the
development of a natural ecosystem
with some timber extraction allowed,
but replenishment restricted to
natural regeneration.

3. Forest management for deer shelter
and feed as the principal objective
with planting limited to Scots pine of
local provenance.

These conclusions were reached because it
was recognised that it would not be possible
to achieve native pinewood conservation by
removing all the remaining resource from
the sphere of timber production, however it
was also agreed by most of the participants
at the meeting that the greater part of the
remaining native pinewood area should be
within the first two categories. These
ideas. were later refined to produce
proposals for ‘"strict reserve zones",
"extraction zones" and "planting zones" in
the Abernethy and Glentanar pine forests
and were subsequently incorporated in a
modified form in the FC's Basis 3 Nive
Pinewood Scheme.

In 1974 the Native Pinewood Discussion
Group semi-formally established itself at a
meeting in Inverness which was attended by
43 participants and discussed pinewood
ecosystems, soils and management as well
as visiting the Glen Affric pinewood and
making plans for a symposium to be held in
1975.

In May 1975 the discussion group's
activities were devoted to sponsoring, under
the aegis of ITE and NCC, the major
Symposium on the "Ecology and
Conservation of the Native Pinewoods of
Scotland which was held at Coylumbridge
on Speyside and resulted in the symposium
volume published by ITE in 1977.

The 1976 meeting of the group was held in
Wester Ross and included visits to the
Coulin, Achnashellach, Coille na Glas
Letire and LOch Maree Islands native
pinewoods.

In 1977 the meeting was held at

Ballachulish and included visits to Coille
Coire Chuilc, Glen Orchy, Doire Darrach,
Cona Glen and Glen Loy native pinewoods.

At the 1978 meeting, which was held at
Dornoch, it was agreed that the remit of
the group should be expanded to include all
Scottish native woodlands and this was
implemented at the meeting by including
visits to the Mount Alderwoods and
Drummondreach oakwood as well as to the
pinewoods at Amat and on the Monadh Mor.

The 1979 meeting in Deeside included
visits to the Glentanar native pinewoods
and birchwoods on Dinnet Muir, Glen Gairn
and Morrone.

The 1980 meeting in Argyll, which included
visits to woodlands at Glasdrum, Glen
Nant, Clais Dhearg and Doire Darach, saw
the initiation of discussions on the very
difficult problem of broadleaved woodland
conservation in Scotland. It was
recognised from the outset that this is a
very much more complex issue than that of
native pinewood conservation, the resource
is more diverse and of greater total area
but highly fragmented.

Also recent surveys had shown that the
broadleaved woodlands of Scotland have
greatly diminished over the last thirty years
and that a substantial proportion of the
remainder are under threat, or vulnerable.
Any conservation strategy which goes
beyond the relatively small proportion of
the remaining resource that it would be
feasible to include in nature reserves will
need, like the strategy for pinewood
conservation outlined above, to cater for a
spectrum of aims as well as a diversity of
situations.  The discussions on this issue
are likely to be a significant feature of
future meetings of the Native Woodland
Discussion Group, including the next one
which will be held in the Central Region of
Scotland this autumn. Future plans of the
Group also include the sponsoring of a
major symposium on the ecology and
conservation of Scottish native woodlands,
possibly in 1982.






