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EDITORIAL

This year we are rather later than usual in getting the newsletter out and are
very conscious that we have not been able to canvas for, or incorporate, as
wide a range of notes and different viewpoints as we would have wighed. If
possible we should like to get another newsletter out early in 1983 and we
would welcome contributions from members of both news and comment on relevant
topics. Please send these to Rawdon Goodier, NCC, 12 Hope Terrace,

Edinburgh EH9 2AS.

1. THE 1982 FIELD MEETING

The 1982 Field Meeting will be held in the Clyde Valley between 7th-
9th October. It will be based near Lanark and will involve visits
to woods in the Clyde valley and its tributaries. The emphasis
will be on the range of management objectives for broadleaved
woodlands and the problems of integrating these into multiple-usge
plans. It would be helpful to the organisers of the meeting if
members wishing to attend would complete the enclosed form and
return it by 6 September to:

Mr Angus Laing

2 Beregford Avenue
Ayr

KA7 2EG

A programme for the meeting will be sent, about the end of September,
to those members returning forms.




CONSERVATION OF NATIVE WOODLANDS
BY RAWDON GOODIER

Introduction

During the time that has elapsed since
the last newsletter was sent out in
the summer of 1981 there has been a
marked increase in national recognition
of the need to develop policies which
will ensure the conservation of the
extent and diversity of the native
woodland resource that remains. Thisg
issue has been brought into sharper
focus most notably by the publication
of the Sherfield Report (Report of the
Select Committees on Science and
Technology: Scientific Aspects of
Forestry) in November 1980 and by the
discugsions at the Loughborough Sympo-
sium on Broadleaves in Britain in July.
It is suggested that an evening dig-
cugsion at the autumn meeting could
usefully focus on the proposals and
problems arising from thegse two sourceg
and for this reasgon we have largely
devoted this issue of the newsletter to
reproducing the relevant extracts from
them together with a certain amount of
supporting material and comment.

The Sherfield Report

Paragraphs 39-43 of the report outline
the problems relating to the 'Ecology of
woodlands and old broadleaved planta-
tions', paragraphs 125-129 and 145-146
contain the related recommendationsg for
action,

"39. There have been many studieg of

the ecology of British woodlands, some
made for their academic interest, others
directed towards the achievement of a
sustainable yield of useful products.
Much of this regearch was, and still is,
conducted in the universities; but
after 1949 an increasing share wag done,
or supported by, the Nature Conservancy.
Since 1974 part hag been continued by the
NERC Institute of Terrestrial Ecology
(ITE) (P 59) and part hag been commisg-~
sioned by the NCC from others (P 143).

4O. The historical background to Britigh
woodlands is set out in the written
evidence from the NCC (P 112). Those
ancient semi-natural woodlands that
still remain, amounting to 250,000~
300,000 ha, are a rich part of the :
natural and cultural heritage of Britain - i
very varied in composition, structure f
and history (Pp 339-40) and supporting

an equal variety of flora, fauna, lichens
etc. Until about 60 years ago most of

the wood produced in the UK for domestic

use came from these woodlands, some being
managed on a sustainable bagig, otherg -

such as the oakwoods and Pine woods in

the Scottish highlands - being plundered.

The remnants are now in many cases depleted |
and genetically degraded, so that their !
potential for production is much dimin-
ished; and, as Professor Roche of Bangor
says (P 317), we seem to be liquidating
rather than managing our residual, indigen-
ous broadleaved resource, and "as far ag
can be determined there are no plans to
replace this stock, let alone improve it",
Genecological.research, he argues, and !
applied tree breeding programmes for
broadleaved species are required to get !
maximum yield from British woodlands.

At present it ig barely profitable, if ‘
indeed profitable at all, to manage them
without the introduction of fast-growing
exotics. (The pine woods in the north- é
east of Scotland are a notable exception |
to the reliance on exotic species.) i

k1. Woodlands have become, however, much ?
appreciated for nature conservation,
landscape value, game covert and recrea-
tion; and many witnesses have advanced
strong environmental arguments for
pPreserving them. These arguments are
backed by the fact that some 30-50 per
cent of all ancient semi-natural woodland
in Great Britain has been lost since
1947, losses in 30 years which roughly
equal, in extent, all the losses of the
previous four centuries. There is here
a clear conflict between managing these
areas as a productive, profitable enter-
prise and preserving the characterigtics
that give them their scientific and
amenity value. Some of thege considera-~
tions apply also to old plantations of




broadleaved species, for these have
amenity value and with age have acquired
importance for nature conservation.

42. This ig a case where questions of
policy are likely to influence Priorities
for research. The evidence suggests
that there are three possible futures

for thege woodlands and old broadleaved
plantations, They may be destined pri-
marily for nature conservation and their
management geared to the needs of their
wildlife; they may be maintained ag
semi-natural woodlands compoged of in-
digenous Species, but rehabilitated and
brought into economic pProduction in ways
which allow much of the wildlife to per-
sist; or they can be converted to fagt-
growing plantationg, The Committee note
in passing that during most of their
history thesge woodlands have been managed
in the second of these three ways and
what value they possess both for nature
conservation and amenity has not been
destroyed by thisg management, On the
other hand policies to convert large
areas of lowland broadleaved forest into
conifer plantations, widely practiged in
the 19503, met such criticism that they
have largely fallen from favour.

43, The following problems arige:

(a) Allocation of use. How much should
go each of these three ways? For
example, how many areas should be
preserved for nature congervation?
Which should they be and who will
pay? Surveys and research can help
to resolve this problem by identify-
ing priorities for conservation.
This has been done by the NCC in the
Nature Congervation Review and the
results are being regularly reviewed
and refined, The ancient woodlands
are particularly important in this
context.,

(b) 1s it possible, in those areas that
are not to become nature reserveg,
to manage thege woodlands and broad-
leaved plantationg profitably while
retaining their character and their
value for wildlife? The evidence
suggests that more regearch is

needed in selecting faster-growing
elite strains of indigenous species,
in methods of quick propagation and
establishment and in silvicultural
treatments. Something is already
being done; for example the regearch |
financed by the Wolfson Trust in the 3
University of Aberdeen on birch (Q 92)
and the FC's work on lowland silvi- ‘
culture summarised on P5, including ‘
their programmes on testing Nothofagus§
establishment and short-rotation ° |
coppice. The economics of genetic ?
research into broadleaved Species
however are difficult, because the
range of yield classes is much lower
than for conifers and the timescale
much longer, so that available resourc
are naturally channelled into coniferg
to the detriment of broadleaveg -

all the FC's genetic work is on
conifers. Further research on ways
of using small roundwood and coppice
wood would also be desirable but thig
may, as Dr Gibson from Princeg |
Risborough Laboratory suggests (Q 433).
be more a commercial marketing problem
than a technical Problem amenable to
research,"

"125. The future management of woodlands
poses special problems. The Committee
accept the view put forward by the NCC
and the Botanical Society (among othersg)
that a proportion of these, of very
special interest to nature consgervation
or of particular higtorical importance,
should be managed as nature regserves;

and presumably surveys already carried
out in the Nature Conservation Review or
now in hand will soon provide a sound
basis for choosing which of these are
most valuable. Some old broadleaved
plantations may warrant inclusion in this
category. In these selected woodlandg
management for nature conservation should
take precedence over all other objectives,
and any sale of wood that happened to be
profitable would be purely incidental.

It must be recogniged that the acquigition
and management of these woodlands would
be expengive, although some could possibly
be kept for a time on a care and mainten-
ance bagig. This is an area in which a
precise statement of Government policy






