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1. EDITORIAL

After nine consecutive years of meetings and ten newsletter i

of the Group faltered last Year, not so much through inertia, as due to the

Pressures of Wildlife and Countryside Act work an NCC staff

and the absence of the

editor for a month in Peru. However though the load imposed by the Wildlife and
Countryside act continues to grow the last straw has not Yet been added to the

Scottish woodlands, some examples of which are described in

articles. Probably there are others which we have overlooked

I would renew the request made in the 1982 newsletter,

Newsletter text. Please send thenm to Rawdon Goodier, NCC,
Edinburgh EH9 2as.

and, in this respect

for contributions to the

12 Hope Terrace,

2. THE 1984 FIELD MEETING

The 1984 Field Meeting will be held in North-West Scotland (mainly Sutherland)
between 4th and 6th October. It will be based at the Inchnadamph Hotel and will

involve vigits to woodlands at the Loch a Mhuillin National Nature Reserve, Rhidoroch

Ardvar and/or Inverpolly. It is hoped that discussions at

1
the meeting will focus

on two aspects - wondland survey information needs and mechanisms for promoting
conservation of native woodlands, both fiscal and practical (by the autumn the
contents of the FC Broadleaved trees study will be known - see below).* It wauld
be helpful to the organisers of the meeting if members wishing to attend would

Complete the enclosed form and return it by July 30 tea:

Mr I S Angus

Nature Conservancy Council
Golspie House

Old Bank Road

Golspie

Sutherland,

A programme will be sent, about the beginning of September,
returning forms.

* Published in June, see item rés
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to those members




3. THE FORESTRY COMMISSION CENSUS OF WOODLAND AND TREES IN SCOTLAND 1979-82

Comments by R Goodier

Woodland Discussion group members. For full details of the methods and results
reference should be made to the FC report. Here I will confine myself to some
initial comments on aspects that are likely to be of particular interest to
Discussion Group members, particularly those relating to the changes which have
taken place since the Forestry Commission 1947 census.

The first point of note is the scale of increase in forest cover since 1947, largely
due to coniferous afforestation. Between 1947 and 1980 the estimated total area
of woodland over 0.25 hectares size has risen from 530,000 (7.2% of Scottish main-
land area) to 920,000 hectares (12.6%).

The key figures from the 1980 FC census, for purposes of the present discussion,
are found in Tables 2 and 9. They are:

Conifer 767,966 hectares (766351 Coniferous High Forest + 1615 Scrub)

Broadleaved 134,765 hectares (75849 Broadleaf High Forest + 58897 Scrub
+ 19 coppice & Cl Stds)

Cleared 17,194 hectares

If we want to compare them with the 1947 census results some adjustment has to be
made to exclude woods less than 2 hectares which were included in the 1980 but not
in the 1947 census.

1980 census 1947 census Difference
1! figures figures
il (adjusted)
Conifer 750,000 197, 100* +552,900
Broadleaf 131,600 152, 700* - 21,100 - 13.8%
Cleared/felled 16,800 162,900 -146, 100

*Includes Devastated Woodland

While the scale of increase in coniferous afforestation since 1947 will surprise
few, being plain for everyone to see the position regarding broadleaf woodland is
more obscure, as noted by the FC report. While the results of the census indicate
an increase in the area of broadleaf classified as High Forest, there being in 1980
75,849 hectares in this category as against about 56,000 ha in woods of 0.25 ha
and over in 1947, the overall broadleaf area apparently has declined by some 20 to
21,000 hectares. The 1980 census also reveals changes in the composition of
broadleaf woodland which are obscured by the net decrease given above, Thus it
appears that the area of birch has declined by 29,000 hectares, oak by 11,000 hect-
ares and beech by 10,000 hectares. The compensating increases are largely of
sycamore and asgh. While the FC report suggests that the losses might have been
exaggerated due to the omission of the broadleaf component still present in mixed
woodlands, from the woodland nature conservation point of view there are several
questions that must be asked in the light of indications from other surveys which
suggest a greater postwar loss of broadleaf woodland. Firstly one must ask if the
net losses represent a larger loss of high quality woodlands masked by gain of low
quality woodlands. In essence this question relates to whether the losses are
mainly of the old long established semi-natural woodlands and the gains are of

Woods less valuable for wildlife such as those dominated by sycamore. The high 3






