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L. EDUITORIAL

Although the Group has not met since 1984 the intervening period has been one of much
activity and discussion in the field of woodland management and conservation. It has
therefore been thought timely to revive the Group and bring it together again for a
Spring field meeting in Argyll so as to review the changes of the past 3 years. The
meeting, which is being organised by Peter Wormell and Malcolm Macpherson, will also
provide the opportunity to revisit some woods and observe the changes which have
meantime taken place.

Because of the passage of time some of the 'news' in this newsletter is a bit dated and
there have undoubtedly been many interesting events that we have overlooked. Readers
are invited to send any comments, information and revisions to the inailing list to -

Philip Lusby, Nature Conservancy Council, 12 Hope Terrace, Edinburgh EH9 2AS
(031-447-4784).

2. SPRING 1987 FIELD MEETING - ARGYLL

Drajaatic policy changes have taken place within the past two years within both the
Forestry Commission and the private forestry sector concerning the need to safeguard
native woodland relics.

Deciduous woodlands are now being managed in order to recreate well structured forest
formations providing a sustained yield of biological values as well as timber. The
Forestry Commission has launched its broadleaves policy. In Argyll sitka spruce and
other conifers planted below a canopy of oak woodland as long ago as the 1950s are
being removed over extensive areas. Native pinewoods which had suffered two hundred
years of decline are being rejuvinated.

Many of the recommmendations discussed at past meetings of the NWDG, have suddenly
become forestry policy. The time is sipe for the NWDG to reconvene.

On the surface the future looks rosier for native woodlands in Scotland than at any time
in the past 40/50 years but the new policies must be sustained. Native pinewoods and
deciduous woodland regeneration and planting schemes, as well as coppice management
and deconiferisation schemes require long term management plans incorporating
appropriate monitoring schemes.

Is this sudden change in attitude just a flash in the plan? What does the future hold for

our native woodlands? - It is hoped we can discuss these matters at the Spring Field
Meeting in Argyll. A provisional programme is given below.

To obtain special confersaze rates at the Falls of Lora Hotel we must achieve
participation of at least 25 members and make the bookings early so please return the
booking form enclosed as soon as possible to -




28 May 1700-1800
1830
1900

2030

29 May 0815

0900

1600

2000

30 May 0815

0900

1200

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Check in at Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel,
Welcome and introductory talk - Rawdon Goodier
Dinner
Conference room talk and discussion
Dalavich Native Woodland Management Programme,
Loch Awe side - Peter Quelch, FDM, Forestry Com mission,
Lochgilphead.
Breakfast
Depart for Inverinan Forest - Forestry Commission

1. Oak wood management Dalavich SSSI

2. Extensive removal of conifers from Oakwoods nearby.
Site discussion - management, monitoring etc,

Return to Connel by 1530 hrs.
Talks - Ancient Woodland Survey - Dr Keith Kirby.

FC Broadleaved woodland policy - how it affects native
woodlands - Conservator or delegated Forest Officer.

Application of Broadleaves Policy to private forestry sector -
Malcolm MacPherson, Oban.

Dinner

After dinner general discussion

Breakfast

Depart for Glen Orchy and Loch Tulla

Glen Orchy: Proposals for extending native pinewood relics.
Loch Tulla: A further look at Doire Darach Pinewood, Loch
Tulloch (last visited by the group in 1980) to see dramatic results
of natural regeneration and planted extension schemes after only

seven years,

Site Discussion - Other Management Schemes in the Southern
Pinewood Group.

Disperse.

Members may wish to arrive at Connell early on 28th in order to visit one or more of
the following: Glen Nant NNR, Glasdrum NNR and Clais Dhearg SSSI.






