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EDITORIAL 

 

This issue of the Newsletter includes reports on some of the successful NWDG 

events in 2009, and also has two splendid accounts of woodlands elsewhere in the 

world from two of our well-travelled members.  Contributions of this type are 

always welcome, so please don’t hesitate to send in photographs and accounts of 

your own journeys. 

 

Over the years since 1974, the NWDG Newsletter has developed from a single sheet 

of paper to the substantial publication it is today.  Should we change its name to 

reflect the fact that it is now more comparable to what other woodland or 

conservation groups call a Journal or Magazine (as opposed to newsletter, which is 

still used for small, more low-key communications)?  The Committee are divided; 

while some would like our publication to become a Journal, others like the humble, 

unpretentious implication of ‘newsletter’.  A suggested compromise was to give it a 

title, and have ‘The Newsletter of the NWDG’ as a sub-heading.  Suggestions for the 

title, predictably, had a woody theme but varied from the sensible The Native 

Woodlander and The NWDG Log to the ridiculous Bark! (with obligatory exclamation 

mark).  We will discuss this further at the AGM but anyone with an idea is welcome 

to submit it to the Editor, for consideration.  Perhaps we should have a competition, 

with a free year’s subscription for the winning idea. 

 

I hope to see many of you at the Excursion and that 2010 is a good year for all. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

 

If you have written, or co-written, a book or booklet which would interest our 

members, we can enclose your fliers with our mailings.  This service is free to 

individual members.  There is a charge of £20, to cover postage and packing, for 

organisations and non-members.  We can also get books reviewed - just send a copy 

to the editor.  Conversely, if you would like to review a particular book, please let 

the editor know.  We are usually able to obtain a free review copy from the 

publisher and, if you review it, the book is yours to keep. 
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NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP NEWS 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Phil Gordon 

Hi Folks. 

If you will excuse me getting on my hobby horse for a few moments. There is a long 

history of informal grazing in woodlands, in recent times mainly in the remnant 

birch and oak woodlands of the uplands and islands of Scotland. Not with horses, 

hobby or otherwise I hasten to add! Ancient pollards show how individual trees 

have been used by farmers in the past, and the mobile nature of native woodlands in 

the uplands suggests a complex and dynamic relationship with livestock and wild 

herbivores. We have been talking about grazing in woodlands for what seems like 

an age as well. However talk has started to turn to action, and you will see on our 

annual excursion on 21st-24th April in the Trossachs some examples of the 

connections between the past and present grazing practices. Now we are beginning 

to formalise the process of managing livestock in woodland. In part I guess this is 

because we have lost some of the skills, but also to justify the grant incentives now 

becoming available. There are new proposals under the Scottish Rural Development 

Programme for annual and capital payments for grazing in native woodlands, to 

deliver biodiversity objectives. In addition there is a new handy “Woodland Grazing 

Toolbox” available at 

http://beatsdesign.co.uk/projects/woodland 

which is a step-by-step guide to producing a woodland grazing plan. Like any good 

toolbox, it has all the bits and pieces you need to get the job done with the minimum 

of effort. Congratulations to joined-up agency thinking and to land managers and 

owners who aren’t afraid to take a new look at an old subject. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Peter Quelch 

 

The details of the year’s transactions will be given at the forthcoming AGM in April. 

We decided last year to extend the financial year to the end of March rather than the 

calendar year. The aim was to try to round off the costs of the previous year’s events 

and make the accounting simpler and the accounts more transparent. However, 

instead there are likely to be subscription payments from two years in the accounts, 

so you can’t win! 

 

Last year saw several workshops run by the NWDG, and since we have been trying 

to pay a realistic fee to the expert tutors, yet not charge members at commercial 

training rates, it was inevitable that some courses were run at a net cost to NWDG 

funds. It has been decided in committee to raise fees for future courses to try to 

cover course costs, and hopefully the fees will still be seen by members as at fair 

levels. It was debated within the committee whether agencies should be asked to 

pay higher fees when their staff are trained by NWDG courses. However this would 

go against our normal stance where people join NWDG as individuals not as agency 
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representatives, and it would be difficult and possibly unfair to administer two 

levels of payment for courses. The courses and other events are run for the benefit of 

members, full stop. 

 

Despite considerable cash flow for a small organisation, the bank balance remains at 

more than £5000. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Nicola Hunt 

 

There are currently 194 members.  If you have received a subscription or standing 

order reminder with this issue, please can you fill it in and return it as soon as you 

can.  And please return all forms to Alison Averis (address inside the front cover) 

who is acting membership secretary until we can find a new volunteer.  Many 

thanks. 

 

By the time you read this, Nic will have left us.  She is having a baby in May and we wish 

her and her family all the best.  It means, however, that we are looking for a new membership 

secretary.  I am doing this on a temporary basis until we can find a replacement for Nic.  If 

you feel you could do this job and would like to be more involved with the committee, please 

let us know – Ed. 

 

 

WEB-SITE 

Alison Averis 

 

Details of forthcoming events and other news appear regularly on our website, 

www.nwdg.org.  Please do use the site if you want to find out about what is going 

on.  I have recently added a new page – Advice – for information about woodland 

management, ecology, species and other matters.  If you have any material that you 

would like to appear here, please can you let me have the files or website link.  Also, 

please let me know if you would like me to provide a link to your website.  Any 

ideas for developing and improving the site would be most welcome. 

 

 

WOODLAND HISTORY 

 

We plan to hold our annual conference in the autumn, as usual – watch the web site 

for details. 
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NWDG MERCHANDISE 

 

Bryophytes of Native Woods: A Field Guide to Common Mosses and Liverworts of 

Britain and Ireland’s Woodlands  by Carol Crawford is available direct from Carol.  

The cost is £6.50 including p&p.  Cheques should be made payable to The Natural 

Resource Consultancy, and sent to Carol at 4d New Bridge Street, Ayr, KA7 1JX.  

There are discounts for orders for 3 or more copies: contact Carol at tnrc@aol.com for 

more information. 

 

We have stocks of back issues of the Newsletter from Autumn 2003 to Autumn 

2009.  Prices are £2.50 each including postage.  Please order from the editor, making 

cheques payable to ‘Native Woodlands Discussion Group’. 

 

 
 

NWDG E-GROUP 

 

From time to time we, as an organisation representing the interests of native 

woodlands, are invited to contribute to consultations.  We are the Native Woodlands 

Discussion Group, not a pressure group, and we have members with widely-ranging 

views and opinions.  For these reasons we feel it is inappropriate for the committee 

to undertake the responsibility of submitting a corporate response to such 

consultations (even assuming we could agree among ourselves).  We are a 

democratic group and what we say should truly reflect the views of our members.  

This is why we have set up the NWDG e-group.  It exists so that every member has 

the opportunity to contribute to consultations and to post up items for discussion.  If 

you would like to be included, all you need to do is to send a blank email to nwdg-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  Please be reassured that you will not be bombarded 

with e-mails from then on.  The system is configured so that replies go to the sender 

only, not to all members of the group.  The activities of the e-group will be 

summarised in the Newsletter as well as on the e-group itself, so there will be an 

opportunity to find out what has been said and done.  We'll also be able to use the e-

group to give you advance notice of events such as the excursion and workshops, 

but there won't be many such communications each year. 
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MEMBERS’ LETTERS 
 

Dear Peter, 

 

It is quite a few years now since I last attended a NWDG Meeting - but I much enjoy 

close reading the newsletters when they make their appearance twice a year. I 

particularly appreciated your article in the last issue which brought back many 

pleasant memories - and the stimulus to explore the old newsletters on the Web Site! 

 

When the NCC handed over the administration of the Group to the FC in 1990 I 

prepared hard bound copies, in A4, of all the newsletters up to then - one went to 

the NCC, one to the FC and another to the National Library - and I kept one copy for 

myself which I later donated to the NWDG Secretary. Subsequently I donated all the 

other newsletters that I possessed to the National Library - they indicated that they 

would seek to receive a copy of each new issue from the group and perhaps also a 

few that were missing from my sequence of later issues (has that been done?). The 

NWDG material in the NLS is held on Shelf Mark GN1. 93. 

 

Robin Callander was quite right to refer to a "quiet period" in the early 80's - a time 

when we in the NCC were inundated with work arising out of North Sea Oil 

Developments, the Cairngorms public inquiry and implementation of the Nature 

Conservation Review. I recall it required a special effort to start the revival of the 

Group - but by then we were fully convinced of the value of the Group - as has been 

borne out by its subsequent history. 

 

My last published recollections of the Group's foundation were in NWDG 

Newsletter 28(1) Spring 2003 " NWDG A Little Prehistory". 

 

Very best wishes 

 

Rawdon Goodier 
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REPORTS OF WORKSHOPS IN 2009 

 

WOODLAND MOLLUSC WORKSHOP, 5-7 OCTOBER 2009 

Richard Thompson 

 

Thirteen of us met at Lochaline on the evening of Monday the 5th October to begin 

the first NWDG woodland mollusc workshop. This was led by Richard Marriott, a 

very knowledgeable field naturalist, native woodland enthusiast and expert in the 

identification of slugs and snails. Richard retired recently from a career as a biology 

teacher and his enthusiasm and encouraging teaching style soon had us envying the 

countless pupils whose lives he must surely have enriched. 

 

Our group included 5 lichenologists whose interest in molluscs arose through 

observing them passing by under the hand lens. There were also three conservation 

foresters, two consultant ecologists and two native woodland advisors. 

 

 
The workshop participants in the field.  Photo: Richard Thompson 

 

The course was held in the Old Post Office, which served well as a homely base and 

impromptu laboratory. During the introduction to the workshop, the challenge of 

the next two days became clear when Richard presented us with small glass tubes 

containing minute <2mm snail shells. It seemed unlikely then that we would be able 

to key out these miniature species before heading home. We were also surprised by 

the variety of snail shell shapes and the intricacies of characters described so well in 

the Field Studies Council keys. 

 

Despite the forecast of rain and strong winds, we were treated to two days of 

glorious autumnal weather, showing Morvern off at its finest.  On Tuesday morning, 

we headed to the wonderful ash woods on the south side of Lochaline. The first stop 

was more of a challenge than expected and it was difficult to find many specimens. 

It seemed as though the heavy rain during the previous night had forced most of our 

quarry beyond their normal daytime niches. The technique for field survey within 

each stand of interest is to take 5 x 1 litre litter samples for drying, sieving and 

identification in the lab and also to do a 20 minute search. This search consisted of 

carefully turning over leaves and sorting through litter together with looking 
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carefully at tree boles. When you’re looking for something less than 2mm, it’s 

amazing what else you come across and we were all amazed by a wide variety of 

soil fauna including a pseudoscorpion spotted by Viv. The second stop in the ash 

woods was more productive and a number of different snail and slug species were 

collected for identification back at base camp. Before heading home, we were treated 

to a spectacular view of a sea eagle being mobbed by a buzzard, looking like a 

chaffinch mobbing a crow. We returned back to base via a patch of oak wood where 

rhododendron had been removed and found a few more species including Oxychilus 

alliarius, a tiny snail with a powerful smell of garlic! 

 

Tuesday afternoon was spent getting familiar with the keys and coping with snails 

making a bid for freedom under the microscope (speaking as someone who is more 

used to looking at well behaved lichens). It was fascinating getting to grips with the 

different identification characters and surprising to find some of the snail shells 

quite exquisite! One notable species found in the morning was Limax cinereoniger – 

the black ash slug.  It’s a species that is found in old woodland and occasionally on 

rocky hillsides, presumably where there once was woodland. Richard had prepared 

a test (alternatively referred to during the next few hours as quiz, exam …), 

consisting of a number of snail shells for species identification. We worked through 

this during the rest of Tuesday and Wednesday morning and became very familiar 

with the key and as a result saw some species that were not found in the field.  

These included Spermodea lamellata (another snail typically found in old woodland). 

Various exam results were obtained: most were well beyond the expectations of the 

candidates! 

 

After lab work, the workshop was concluded with a visit to the Drimnin Atlantic 

hazelwoods. An area above a small gorge produced several interesting species 

including an amazing hairy snail Ashfordia granulata, found by Carl, and the 2.5mm-

long Acicula fusca (see photo) a species that is a West coast speciality in Scotland and 

is associated with old woodland.  

 

 
Acicula fusca. Photo: Richard Thompson 

 

As well as being a fascinating group of species, woodland slugs and snails are also 

useful indicators of woodland conditions. It is easy to make the general assumption 
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that some grazing increases woodland biodiversity, but not so with the more 

demanding mollusc species who prefer a complex woodland structure. We left the 

workshop with further skills to identify our more important native woodlands and 

to think in less general terms about what constitutes “good” woodland condition.  

 

There was general enthusiasm for a second course in 2010 so watch this space. 

 

 

BRYOPHYTE WORKSHOP, 6-8 NOVEMBER 2009 

Cathy Mordaunt 

 

We gathered at the aptly-named Victory Hall in Benderloch on a wet and windy 

Friday night; well, it was only 5:30pm but it was suitably dark and unwelcoming, 

typical of the west Highlands at that time of year. However, Ben had thoughtfully 

stocked up on coffee and made us most welcome, allowing us to temporarily ignore 

the pervading smell of damp and inadequate illumination in our little room. 

 

After the obligatory introductions and some renewed acquaintances from previous 

NWDG courses, we settled down to cover the basics. What are bryophytes and how 

do mosses and liverworts differ? What’s so special about the west Highlands? And 

the importance of the Atlantic bryophyte flora nationally and globally. Having got 

the nitty gritty out of the way, most of us adjourned to the Lochnell Arms hotel for 

supper and a series of enthralling stories and debates, including just how wet it was 

outside. 

 

Saturday dawned damply. Oh dear. Full waterproofs required. However, the day 

improved and although we all remained fully booted and suited, it was more thanks 

to the cold than the wet. We spent the day on the south side of Loch Creran in 

woodland on an acid substrate; predominantly hazel, birch and some oak. We 

worked our way through the obvious stuff – Hylocomium splendens, Pleurozium 

schreberi, Thuidium tamariscinum, Plagiothecium undulatum, Polytrichum commune and 

P. formosum, the Rhytidiadelphus and Dicranum species – and also found both 

Wilson’s and Tunbridge filmy ferns, as well as Hay-scented buckler fern. Gradually 

we moved towards oceanic indicator species and the smaller stuff, with Herbertus 

aduncus, Scapania gracilis and Saccogyna viticulosa. 

 

Ben had started the day determined to move swiftly away from the parked cars, 

having heard about the Lichenology course’s hour-long stagnation around some (no 

doubt) fascinating species at the outset of day 1. We did move swiftly away, as far as 

the roadside fence, where Ben was waylaid by a milk carton covered in Lophocolea 

bidentata. However, he managed to wrench himself away from this fascinating object 

after only about 30 minutes and so gained brownie points with us all. Progress 

remained steady but slow, there being so much to engage and interest us. We all felt 

the cold to a degree, being on a north-facing slope and therefore not benefiting from 

the weak afternoon sun, but eventually called a halt at about 3 pm due to brain-fade. 
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Returning to our fusty room at the Victory Hall, we then diligently sorted specimens 

and labelled envelopes for a couple of hours. 

 

Once again most of us adjourned to the Lochnell Arms for supper and the odd 

beverage. More stories and discussions, for far longer than we might have thought. 

Eventually we ground to a halt and sat around, almost too tired to head back to our 

respective accommodation. 

 

Sunday was a completely different day in terms of weather, with glorious sunshine 

and stunning views of snowy peaks at the top of Glen Creran. We met at Glasdrum 

woods on the north side of Loch Creran and were given much of the background to 

this National Nature Reserve by Hazel, who had been actively involved in its 

management. We eventually walked all the way round the circular footpath, a rate 

of travel almost unheard of in bryology and lichenology circles, and saw lots of 

wonderful oceanic indicator species as predicted by Ben (who might just have had a 

sneak preview!). Highlights included Plagiochila killarniensis, P. exigua and P. 

atlantica, Adelanthus decipiens, Douinia ovata and an introduction to the Lejeuneaceae. 

Conditions were near-perfect, lunch was a leisurely affair in the sun and in spite of 

long journeys ahead of us, we were all reluctant to say goodbye. 

 

 

Photo by Cathy Mordaunt 

 

Our profound thanks to Ben Averis, for his wit, enthusiasm, teaching skills, 

encyclopaedic knowledge and thirst for lemonade [his drink of choice when you take 

him out anywhere – always amuses people – Ed]. For the rest of us – Jenny, Hazel, 

Corinna, Henry, Pat, Sandra and Cathy – I think it’s fair to say we had a great time, 

enjoyed each other’s company and learned a lot. Thank you NWDG for a great 

course; roll on the next one. 
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WOODLAND HISTORY CONFERENCE, 27 OCTOBER 2009 

Chris Smout 

 

The group met on October 27th at the conference centre at Birnam, a new venue for 

us this year, but one that proved popular and attractive. The first talk was given by 

Professor Charles Watkins of Nottingham University, on Sherwood Forest and its 

ancient trees. He took us back to the medieval past to explain the origins of the 

forest as a hunting ground, situated mostly on poor sandy soils unsuitable for 

farming at that time. It was beloved by the Angevin kings and was the biggest royal 

forest north of London, although its famous associations with Robin Hood are in 

reality tentative and obscure. The forest gradually became eroded and reduced to 

discontinuous pieces, falling to its lowest ebb in terms of woodland cover by the 

middle of the eighteenth century. Tree cover today is much greater than it was 300 

years ago. In the eighteenth century there began a programme of reforestation led 

by the various nobles who owned the fragments, aptly known as the ‘Dukeries’. The 

survival of the huge and famous oaks can be attributed to their owners’ wealth (they 

did not need to cut them down) and to the cult of the picturesque, aided by Sir 

Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe which made Sherwood the epitome of the romantic forest. 

Dukes vied with one another to see who had the biggest trees, and one had a hole 

cut through a living oak big enough for him to ride through, to prove the point. 

Sherwood is still a great gathering of ancient trees such as the Major Oak, and a 

major economic asset in a county that has had more than its fair share of industrial 

decline. 

 

 
The Major Oak in Sherwood Forest.  Drawing by Ben Averis. 
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Next, Ross Noble gave an interesting account of forestry in Glenmore around 1770, 

when the main focus of exploitation was on pine timber for building the great house 

at Fochabers. Tenants even as far away as Deeside continued to enjoy traditional 

permission to take wood for housing and for making agricultural tools and 

furniture; cutting ‘candle fir’ was less tolerated but hard to prevent. As the wood 

was needed for the castle, they were called on to perform unpopular labour services 

and their customary ‘rights’ were increasingly abrogated. The main difficulty was to 

extract the timber by floating, which needed the co-operation of the neighbouring 

estate of Rothiemurchus, which was hard to come by. The Welsh consultant John 

Williams proposed raising the level of Loch Morlich by five feet and building a lock 

to facilitate floating, but a simple sluice was eventually constructed instead. 

 

Alasdair Ross followed with a fascinating account of the quantities of wood needed 

by the tenants of Strathavon to maintain their houses in the late sixteenth century, 

the evidence originating from papers in a court case. The wood concerned was 

primarily birch, rowan, alder and aspen (no pine), and the numbers of ‘trees’ needed 

in the entire lordship of Badenoch would amount to over a million a year, if the 

needs of Strathavon were typical. 

 

This raises the question of what was 

meant by a ‘tree’—most of them were 

probably saplings used in wattle, though 

the load-bearing couples would be larger. 

The landscape must have been patched 

with coppices to meet these needs, almost 

looking like  biofuel plantations, and the 

animals carefully herded to avoid 

damage.  
 

Jonathan Wordsworth completed the morning with an account of the woodland 

archaeology of the area around Shieldaig where he had been helping to run courses 

on the relationships between archaeology and forestry, demonstrating how 

dendrochronology and other techniques could show how woods formed and 

changed over time. 

 

After lunch Christopher Dingwall introduced the story of the Birnam oak and 

sycamore by showing the mapping and literary evidence for their existence as 

recognised monuments; there are records of the measurement of each in a late 

eighteenth-century document, but the first printed references to the ‘two great 

trees…considered by tradition to be the only remains of the forest’ dates from 1837. 

The Roy map and other early plans are equivocal about the woodland cover. 

 

We then set out on a walk to see the trees on the banks of the Tay. Even those among 

us who had seen them before were awed by their scale and presence. They seem to 

be in strikingly good health, too, possibly because of their excellent position on a 

terrace just above the normal flood level. Some noted the presence of other fairly 
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large sycamores in the immediate vicinity and that Roy had mapped a plantation 

roughly in this area, and surmised that the oak, already a fine isolated tree, might 

have been embedded in a sycamore plantation quite early in the eighteenth century 

of which the Birnam sycamore is a remnant, and the other sycamores descendants. 

But all this is speculation! 

 

Tea followed back at the conference centre and all agreed that it had been a fine 

occasion, and that we looked forward to another such next year. 

 

 

 
The Birnam Oak in the 1920s (left) and 2010 (right, with the Conference attendees).  Photo 

by Pete Moore. 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES 

 

AN NWDG CLUB HUT 

Peter Quelch 

 

For several years now there has been some discussion at meetings and AGMs about 

the idea of the NWDG building a log cabin or getting an old building for the use of 

members outwith the annual spring excursion. The idea remained as a vague wish, 

until more recently when a small sub-committee has been formed to take the idea 

forward. Committee members have been circulated with a paper looking at the aims 

of having a hut and some practicalities of how it might be run. (If any member 

wishes to see this paper please contact me.)  

 

We have looked at a few examples in the field, including small woodlands with no 

existing buildings. However the best way forward (without the much bigger task of 

raising funds and purchasing land) seems to be to take on the lease of an existing 

building which we could renovate. It would of course be in a well wooded area and 

fairly central and accessible to members, so Speyside seems a good location. We 

have been offered some sites on Rothiemurchus estate (where Piers Voysey is now 

forester), partly through old contacts from the Advisory Panel days.  
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The owner of Rothiemurchus, Johnnie Grant, sat on the Advisory Panel on Native 

Woodlands in the Highlands in the early 1990s, I was secretary for the panel, and 

several other NWDG members also took part. Rothiemurchus is also well known to 

many history group members, and has been the centre of woodland history studies 

for many years. So there is a lot of scope for woodland study in this area of native 

pinewoods and for the NWDG to fulfil its unique ‘learned society’ role: learned 

indeed, but informal in approach, a role recognised by the owner.   

 

 

 
 

 

I hope to give a short presentation at the AGM of the options being offered to the 

NWDG, and hope to win the backing of members for this potentially exciting 

project. We do need more people participating if the project is to be a success, but I 

feel that once we have a definite and tangible site, more people will become 

involved.  

 

If we feel there will be insufficient use of such a building, it could well be useful 

widening the audience to include for example Reforesting Scotland members. No 

doubt this location would be good for running some short courses from, and people 

like the Scottish Lichenology Forum may be happy to use it from time to time, and 

so on. We might even manage to produce another play from there! 

 

So if you are keen on this project as a volunteer in any way, please let the author 

know (address inside front cover – Ed).  
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ROYAL SCOTTISH FORESTRY SOCIETY VISIT TO TURKEY 

Eamonn Wall 

 

Eamonn Wall attended the Royal Scottish Forestry Society’s study tour to Eastern 

Turkey with some assistance from ConFor via the Education and Provident Fund.   

He now outlines his observations on a very interesting part of the world. 

 

Over the years I have attended a number of overseas forestry study tours (Finland, 

Poland, Czechoslovakia - when still united -  and Italy) and was keeping my eyes 

peeled for another one.   So I signed up for the RSFS’s study tour to north eastern 

Turkey which is a country I knew little about and even less about its trees and 

forestry resources. 

 

Turkey is a large country, rectangular in 

shape, extending more than 1,600km 

from west to east and generally less than 

800km from north to south.   It stands at 

the crossroads between Europe, Asia 

and Africa with 97% being in Asia and 

3% in Europe (that part across the water 

(Bosporus) from Istanbul bordering with 

Greece and Bulgaria).   Turkey also 

borders six other countries – Georgia, 

Syria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran and 

Iraq.   It is surrounded by sea on three 

sides (Black Sea, Aegean and 

Mediterranean) with a central plateau 

protected by high mountains along its 

eastern limit.   These mountains stretch 

down to the Black Sea at the north 

eastern corner of Turkey where the 

study tour was based.   The population 

is 60 million of whom 12 million reside 

in Istanbul. 

 
A native Scots pine wood 

meets the Black Sea 

 

Its highest mountain is Mount Ararat which at 5,137m high is 327m higher than 

Mont Blanc.  Interestingly the average altitude of the EU is 200 m whereas the figure 

for Turkey is 1,100 m.  Turkey occupies an interesting geographical position in the 

only region in the world subject to three main climates – Mediterranean, continental 

and oceanic.  As a result of all this it hosts a wide range of plants and animals.   

Along the eastern Black Sea coast tea, kiwi and tobacco grows abundantly among 

the lush temperate forests.   Over beside the Mediterranean grow lemons, oranges, 

apricots and avocados.   Elsewhere figs, grapes, olives and cherries are grown and 

Turkey produces 70% of the world’s hazelnuts.  Woodland cover extends to a 

national average of 27% of which 93% is native.  Turkey boasts over one hundred 

native trees of which about 76 are endemic. 
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This variety of tree cover makes for very interesting viewing and of course many of 

these trees appear as exotic amenity trees in this country.  With this general 

background knowledge we (group of 16) headed off on our eight day long study 

tour.   We flew to Istanbul arriving in a thunderstorm and torrential rain.   Early the 

next morning we boarded another plane and flew for 1½ hours, two thirds of the 

way along the Black Sea coast to Trabzon.  Luckily the weather had improved 

greatly and was good for the rest of the tour.    

 

A quick visit was made to the local Faculty of Forestry, one of nine Universities 

offering forestry education.   In its herbarium we saw samples of the birch bark 

alder (Alnus glutinosa ssp. betuloides).   Outside was an interesting arboretum with 

examples of trees we would see a lot of over the coming days including oriental 

spruce (Picea orientalis – very similar to Norway spruce but with smaller needles), 

large-leaved lime (Tilia platyphyllos), hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), hop hornbeam 

(Ostrya carpinifolia), oriental plane (Platanus orientalis) and oriental sweetgum 

(Liquidamber orientalis) together with many exotics to Turkey such as the chestnut 

leaved oak  (Quercus castaneifolia) from Iraq and Deodar cedar (Cedrus deodara).   This 

session set the scene for the rest of the tour which would focus mainly on visiting 

native woods within National Parks.    

 

That afternoon involved a lovely walk through oriental spruce-dominated woods up 

to the cliff-hugging famous Sumela Monastery.  Visiting the local forestry 

commission office the next morning we learnt that Turkey harvests about 20 million 

cubic metres of timber annually with little exports and a small amount of imports of 

tropical hardwoods for furniture industry.   The vast majority of woodland is state 

owned and much is on steep grounds where it remains unmanaged providing 

protection from erosion and landslides.   The country is divided into 27 main forest 

districts managing 250 districts and 1,300 small forest districts.  The system was 

reminiscent of the UK Forestry Commission from yesteryear. 

 

 
Sumela Monastery clinging to the cliff face above a mixed oriental spruce wood 
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The spruce bark beetle (Dendroctonus micans) is causing great problems for the forest 

service with many trees being damaged or killed.   This forest district at Macka 

provided much non-winter work for 500 rural dwelling workers.  They 

supplemented their income with other activities such as nut and honey production 

and geese rearing. 

 

As we headed east along the new major highway right next to the Black Sea, we 

stopped off to view a native Scots pine wood stretching down from the hills to sea 

level and a forestry nursery.   Thereafter we headed inland up past the tree line to a 

high mountain pass at 2,600 m with surrounding mountain peaks up to 3,900 m.   

Ovid Pass was spectacular with white flowering crocus colchicum (Crocus vallicola) 

plants in masses.   On the way up we passed through small tea plantations where 

harvesting was full steam ahead and through woods filled with sweet chestnut 

(Castanea sativa), common alder (Alnus glutinosa) and beech (Fagus sylvatica).   This 

gave way to spruce and Nordman fir (Abies nordmaniana), yew (Taxus baccata), birch 

(Betula pendula) and aspen (Populus tremula) and some mountain oak (Quercus spp.).  

Actually of the 28 oak species found in Europe, 17 are native to Turkey.   However 

we saw very few oaks (and ash for that matter) and I was disappointed not to have 

seen a Turkey oak. 

 

 
The high tree line gives way to rocky treeless mountain tops 

 

Anyway we came down from the high pass through to a coastal town called Rize 

and then headed inland again to a group of small villages next to the Georgian 

border called Camili.   Originally a group of 16 isolated villages, they are  now split 

by the border.   They nestle in wonderful wooded hills and mountains and were our 

home for the two nights staying at a lovely eco-tourism visitor centre.   We visited 

the surrounding woods and saw large beech and lime trees.   High up in the trees 

were located large barrel-like structures used as hives. 
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Beehives are kept high in the trees away from bears 

 

It was then discovered that these native Caucasian bees were in fact super bees, 

producing three times the honey of other bees and combined with a very placid 

nature.   Now the centre of queen bee production, these bees have been exported all 

over Turkey and the production has been a great success.   Honey production and 

consumption is important in Turkey and of course traditionally a great source of 

sweetness before sugar became popular. 

 

Among the trees we saw some native rhododendron plants and wild elder 

(Sambucus nigra).   We also saw wild pear (Pyrus communis), wild plum (Prunus 

domestica), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and much ivy (Hedera) and bramble (Rubus). 

 

After leaving this lush area we headed further inland past some large hydro electric 

dam construction sites to visit some more National Parks full of lovely woods near 

Artvin town.   Here the tree species contained a more Mediterranean mixture 

including Quercus pontica which looks like a sweet chestnut but is a shrub, 

strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo), the red beech bark acer (Acer troutvetteri), elm 

(Ulmus glabra), smoke bush (Cotinus coggyria), fig (Ficus), Citrus creticus, various 

junipers and box (Buxus ) and staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina).   It was lovely to see 

these trees growing in the wild as we only see them as planted exotics in the UK!   

Along the steep banks were some interesting stands of stone pine (Pinus pinea) also 

known as umbrella pine.   At Artvin we visited another Forestry District office and it 

was interesting to see foxglove trees (Paulownia tomentosa) in the car park 

(supporting nuts and large yellow flowers).  Here we gained some further forestry 

management insights.   This District covers 108,000 ha of which 28 k was open rocky 

ground and 80 k wooded.   40,000 m3 was harvested annually, 90% for industrial 

uses (pulp, building, mining and transmission poles) and 10% for firewood.   85% 

comprised conifers (Oriental spruce, Scots pine and Nordman fir).   The broadleaves 

harvested were mostly oriental beech, oak, common alder, wych elm and some 

maples. Restocking comprised 90% natural regeneration and 10% planting.   Due to 

rhododendron cover they now prefer selection felling to clear felling. 
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Beautiful mixed woodlands comprise beech, hornbeam, sweet chestnut and spruce 

 

We then saw some sky line harvesting of Dendroctonus micans-infected spruce.   This 

form of extraction is rare in Turkey.   Hazel (Corylus) and the red maple (Acer 

cappadocicium) were common here too. 

 

We were now due to leave the wooded mountains for the large town of Kars 

situated south on the treeless high plateau.   However on our way we diverted for 

another National Park (Hatila) for a fine mountain lakeside picnic lunch stop.   The 

Turks do fine lunches.   The situation was more alpine like with Swiss-like wooden 

houses/barns, open meadows and spruce and pine woods.   On the way down again 

we saw tamarisk (Tamarix) (a fluffy juniper like plant) growing by the roadside. 

 

Around the lake were some very large crab apple trees (Malus sylvestris) and wild 

pear.   Then we drove high again up over the Lone Pine Pass (treeless, at 2,600 m).   

This marked the end of the lush tree-clad countryside and led us out onto the high 

plateau, at first 2,000 m high and then descending to 1,000 m. 

 

 
Turkey has many high mountains.  These ones are 4000 m tall.  The highest mountain is 

Mount Ararat at 5137 m. 
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These large plains were a sight I had never seen before and were amazing.   

Clinging to the mountains were some conifer plantations but past these, few trees 

were to be seen for the remaining two days of the trip.   At first some small 

gatherings of low stone houses with flat roofs provided summer shelter for the 

farmers watching over their animals.   As we descended the land became flatter with 

stretching views and huge skies.   Here the land was cultivated for arable 

production, and numerous buzzards and the like were carefully watching the small 

ploughed strips for food.   The villages grew larger and when bestowed with a 

mosque, spotted by its pencil thin tower, was a sign that that village was inhabited 

all year round.      Next to the farmhouses were what looked like stacks of turf (or 

peat) but in fact comprised cattle dung.   It’s got a lower calorific value than wood 

but that is all that is available.   Satellite TV dishes were often attached to the 

farmhouses and mobile phones were common place.   In rural areas at least, 

telephone landlines never arrived. 

 

Kars is only 45 km from the Armenian border and as with the rest of Turkey army 

presence is very visible and of course conscription is still in place.   Turkey has a 

very large army.   Kars was occupied by the Russians until 1922 when the current 

state of Turkey was established. 

 

The last day was rounded off by a visit to the Ani Ruins next to the Armenian 

border where we could easily see Russian positions. 

  

All in all it was a fascinating trip. 

 

 

YAKUSHIMA ISLAND WORLD HERITAGE SITE, KYUSHU, JAPAN 

Steve Brown 

 

My daughter Ciorsdan is currently living and working in Kagoshima prefecture, 

Kyushu, Japan. My wife and I went to Japan last summer  to visit her and to see 

some of the country that she has fallen in love with. 

 

I have always had a fascination for Japan and admire Japanese art and sense of 

design, in particular Satsuma pottery and woodblock prints featuring artists such as 

Joichi Hoshi and Hiro Shige. I was also greatly looking forward to seeing loads of 

Japanese gardens in situ rather than the pale imitations that we get at home and of 

course the huge variety of trees and woodlands in Japan. 

 

Ciorsdan had put together a superb tour of Kyushu that took in all of these things 

and more but her most inspired idea was to take us to Yakushima island for three 

glorious days. 

  

Yakushima island is separated from the southern tip of mainland Kyushu by a 120 

metre deep, 60 kilometre wide straight. It has an area of some 505 square kilometres  
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and is very mountainous. Mount Miyanoura-dake at 1935 m is the highest mountain 

in Kyushu. The predominant bedrock is granite with small areas of sandstone and 

slate. The topography from coastline to summit is extremely steep. A single track 

road with passing places circles the island hugging the spectacular coastline and 

takes 3 to 5 hours to complete depending on traffic and the nerves of the driver. 

Luckily the Japanese have the good sense to drive on the same side of the road as us 

so that in any emergency there is a tendency to turn the right way. 

 

A large part of Yakushima island (19000 ha.) has been designated as a Natural 

World Heritage site and was designated a Biosphere Reserve under UNESCO MAB 

programme 1997. In 1992 the Yakushima Forest Ecosystem Reserve (14600 ha) was 

established. 

 

Management of the site is the responsibility of the Environment agency, the Agency 

for Cultural affairs and the Forestry Agency. To provide more effective co-operation 

between these agencies, the Yakushima World Heritage Area Liaison Committee 

was established. Local people also became involved in the implementation of the 

management objectives. The Forestry Agency owns 95% of the island with the 

remainder owned by private individuals. 

 

 
Cryptomeria japonica is the dominant species in the foreground.  Forest-covered 

mountains stretch into the distance. 

 

There are around 300,000 visitors to the island each year. Places to stay are difficult 

to find but we stayed in a traditional lodging house called a Ryokan. Our Ryokan 

was very clean and tidy and the rooms were of a very high spec. Ensuite bathrooms 

are not the norm here and getting to the shower in the morning was tricky. The 

traditional food served by our very nice landlady was superb but the cost was a bit 

high. Japan is in general an expensive country. 

 

High rainfall and the susceptibility of the sandy soil to water erosion places 

constraints on footpath construction and maintenance. There is concern at the 

moment about the number of walkers in the area. They keep to the way marked 

paths but so many feet cause erosion and the lack of toilet facilities may be affecting 
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the quality of the habitat. Three permanent rangers with help from forestry and 

environment agency staff visit the area on foot regularly but the staffing level is 

inadequate. There are volunteer nature guides and forest rangers also carrying out 

conservation work. 

 

 

 
High rainfall creates fast-flowing rivers 

 

The climate of Yakushima varies from 

sub tropical on the coast through warm 

temperate, cool temperate to sub alpine 

at the highest levels. Mean annual 

temperature is 19 oC in coastal areas 

decreasing to 15 oC inland. Air 

temperatures can fall below zero on 

frequent occasions on the mountain 

summits and snow is common in winter. 

Annual precipitation is the highest in 

Japan, varying with altitude from 4,400 

mm on the coast to 10,000 mm on higher 

slopes inland. Air humidity in the rainy 

season can be around 80%. 

The vertical distribution of the vegetation is distinct with a 2,000 metre altitudinal 

forest continuum displaying some 1900 species and subspecies. Of these 94 are 

endemic, mostly concentrated in the central mountains. A distinctive characteristic 

of the island vegetation is the large variety of impressive epiphytes, rare lichens and 

300 species of pteridophytes that are particularly prevalent at higher elevations.  The 

vertical vegetation distribution starts with sub tropical vegetation near the coastline, 

with species such as the banyan tree Ficus superba var. japonica and Chinese banyan 

Ficus microcarpa, giving way to subtropical warm temperate plants such as Machilus 

thunbergii, chinquapin Castanopsis cuspidata and evergreen oaks further inland. 

 

 
Great diversity of species 

 

Warm temperate broadleaved forest previously covered much of southern Japan. 

These have mostly been removed due to high human population pressures but on 

Yakushima they are largely pristine and are the best remaining examples in Japan. 
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The vegetation becomes temperate then cool temperate then sub alpine as elevation 

increases. 

 

We spent a whole day in the cool temperate coniferous zone walking on the many  

paths. The main walk is well sited to see views to distant mountains, fast flowing 

rivers, waterfalls and the ancient forest itself. Occasionally you walk on part of an 

old railway or on wooden steps, sometimes on muddy dirt tracks and sometimes on 

tree roots and rocks. The walking can be strenuous and moderately difficult at times 

and the occasional fellow travellers, usually Japanese, but sometimes American or 

Australian, are smiley and friendly. The track actually goes to the top of the highest 

mountain Mt Miyanoura-dake but we had dawdled a bit and had not left enough 

time to get to the very top. It is one for another day. 

 

The cool temperate mixed forest is characterised by species such as Japanese fir 

Abies firma, southern Japanese hemlock Tsuga sieboldii, Sargents juniper Juniperus 

sargentii and the wonderful indigenous Japanese cedar Cryptomeria japonica.  

Japanese cedar is called sugi and is of great significance to the area. Ancient sugi 

trees are of prime conservation importance to the island. These are the dominant 

trees of the mixed forest between 700 metres and 1700 metres in altitude. Specimens 

younger than 1000 years old are called kosugi, older trees are called yakusugi and 

reach around 3000 years old. The oldest tree is the Jomon Cedar popularly believed 

to be 7200 years old with a circumference of 16.4 metres. The oldest, biggest and 

finest examples of Cryptomeria japonica in Japan are found here.  Traditionally the 

island mountains have been considered to have a spiritual value and the Yakusugi 

are revered as sacred trees. 

 

 
Rough paths allow access to the forest.  Large sugi (Cryptomeria) on left. 

 

At the highest altitude the subalpine zone is reached. This zone is dominated by 

grasses, mosses and dwarf shrubs that can withstand strong buffeting winds, heavy  

rain, cold and snow in the winter. Shrubs such as the dwarf rhododendron 

Rhododendron degronianum ssp. yakushimanum, a dwarf bamboo called Pseudosasa 

owatarii and a small blue gentian called Gentiana yukushimensis are typical of these 

hardy specimens. 
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The fauna of the island is diverse, with sixteen mammal species. Four mammal sub 

species including the Yakushima macque Macaca fuscata kakui and the Yakushima 

sika deer Cervus nippon yakushimae  are endemic to the island. The sika deer are 

secretive forest dwelling animals here but we were fortunate to see a couple on one 

of our walks. I had become very familiar with sika deer when I worked in the 

Kintyre peninsula at Knapdale and Achaglachgach forests so it was great to see 

these animals in their native habitat. The Yakushima macaque is easily spotted as 

they come to beg food and titbits from the tourists, perhaps detracting a bit from the 

wild experience. 

 

There are 150 bird species on the island and it is home to sub-endemic species like 

the Japanese thrush Erithacus akahige tanensis. There are 15 species of reptile, 

including the loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta and the green turtle Chelonia mydas. 

We visited the beach where they lay their eggs but at the wrong time of year. This 

beach is well sign posted and is called turtle beach and is a bit of a tourist attraction. 

 

Management priorities are to strictly conserve the area so as to prevent the loss of its 

World Heritage value. Activities that may threaten the integrity of the site such as 

development, felling of trees, collecting of animals and plants is forbidden. A total 

ban on cutting yakosugi is now in force. Restoration of eroded and deforested areas 

is practised. There is regular monitoring of rainfall, water quality and the state of the 

landscape. Management of woodlands in Yakoshima is not representative of the rest 

of Japan. 

 

Japan is a long country with the Japanese archipelago stretching for some 1900 

kilometres from the north to the south. There is a large clinal variation within the 

country that is reflected in the time of the seasons and the variety of plants that can 

be grown. Japan has 25 million hectares of forests covering about two thirds of its 

land mass. Forty percent of the national forest or 10 million hectares has been 

planted, mostly after World War two. These are known as artificial forests consisting 

of two main species, Cryptomeria japonica, (western red cedar) and Chamaecyparis 

obtusa (Japanese Cypress). Both species provide useful timber and were used 

extensively in the past to built large and impressive shrines and castles.  

 

As cheap timber imports from abroad have increased, domestic timber production 

has slumped to a point where thinning is rarely carried out. When forests are 

thinned, the thinnings are often left in situ. Japan has a high rainfall and the soils can 

be easily eroded. These artificial forests do slow down erosion but are not so 

effective as thinned forests that have a richer and diverse under-storey as a result of 

adequate light reaching the forest floor. 

 

There is demand at the upper end of the market for high quality sugi timber for uses 

such as traditional wooden cake boxes and lanterns to 7 metre polished planks for 

private housing and Shinto shrines. Stands of sugi are intensively managed to 

produce this top quality timber. Cryptomeria trees twenty metres tall are hand 
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pruned to within 3 metres of their crowns. Dominant trees are removed early as 

they produce coarse-grained boards that are unattractive. Slow growing trees are 

left to mature. In these woodlands clear cutting has been replaced with a single tree 

selection system and under planting. Trees replanted in large clearings get too much 

light and grow too quickly producing coarse grained timber. Very few stands are 

currently mature enough for climax harvesting as it is estimated that it will be a 200 

year wait before the best stands are ready for harvesting. Highest quality logs that 

are currently ready for the market command breathtaking prices and are out of 

reach of most Japanese. Although Japan has its fair share of fast growing stands 

grown as a quick cash crop the ultimate goal of most foresters is a continuous supply 

of clean timber of excellent grain. 

 

Japanese people  visit their forests in ever increasing numbers so the Japanese 

Forestry Agency has mandated that future management of its 10 million hectares 

must include areas devoted to recreation. Local villagers who harvest shiitake and 

enokitake have made mushrooms a forest product second only to timber in 

economic importance. It is an impressive site to see huge amounts of oak and birch 

logs about 1 metre in length, standing against horizontal poles deep in a stand of 

Crypotomeria japonica with the nearby open area devoted to growing green tea.  

 

 
Shiitake mushrooms growing on rows of logs of the shii tree in a stand of high-pruned 

Cryptomeria japonica 

 

Japan is one of the most fascinating countries I have been to. The people we met 

were generous and polite – perhaps a bit shy to begin with but warm and friendly 

generally. Many people had heard of Scotland, sometimes because of Nakamura 

who was playing for Celtic at the time but also because of a man called Thomas 

Glover who hailed from the Bridge of Don near Aberdeen. Glover effectively started 

the industrial revolution in southern Japan and smuggled out 19 Samurai to be 

educated in the west. There is a house and park dedicated to him in Nagasaki. We 

never made it there but we did make it to the small village where the Samurai sailed 

from as it is very near my daughter's flat. There are plans to set up a small museum 

there. 
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Our visit was short at 15 days and we were lucky to be accompanied by an 

accomplished Japanese speaker who targeted our visits to suit our must see list. It 

can be a bit expensive but it was well worth it. I cannot wait to return. 

 

 

NEWS FROM OTHER WOODLAND ORGANISATIONS 

 

COPPICE CONFERENCE AT KENDAL, 15 -16 OCTOBER 2009 

Peter Quelch 

 

A conference entitled ‘21st Century Coppice ’09 – The First Cut’ was organised by the 

Cumbrian group Coppice Association North West (CANW), and held at the 

Westmorland Showground offices at Crook. This event was a follow up to an earlier 

conference held in Cumbria in 2006, which as its name 21st Century Coppice implied 

was a wide ranging review of the coppice scene at the beginning of the millennium. 

The seventy or so participants at the recent event included many CANW members 

of course, but also a sizeable grouping from the traditional southern coppice centres 

of Kent, Sussex, Hampshire and Dorset, with a scattering from other counties, and 

from Wales. I was the only representative from Scotland. 

 

The local Cumbria/Lancashire scene was covered by a series of talks by CANW 

members, followed by other case studies from around England.  The evening talk by 

Professor Ted Collins of University of Reading summarised an exhaustive review of 

the English rural crafts in 2004, including the greenwood trades. That seminal work 

is available online at www.craftsintheenglishcountryside.org.uk, and is 

recommended reading for anyone interested in rural crafts, as it is a thorough and 

thoughtful survey unlikely to be repeated any time soon. 

 

It follows on the long line of periodic academic studies of the rural craft scene in UK, 

such as the one by Oxford University in 1926 (FitzRandolph and Hay). Such studies 

become important and long-lasting historic records of the rural crafts at any one 

time: snapshots indeed. The woodland crafts have been in decline since the mid 19th 

Century, and the 1960s saw a low point, with some trades extinct or close to it, but 

from the 1970s on there has been a revival in many crafts. 

 

Most readers will be familiar with the pole lathe, having seen them at 

demonstrations or shows over the country, including Scotland. The last traditional 

chair-leg bodger more or less ceased work during the 1960s, yet there are now large 

numbers of practitioners, mostly on a hobby scale but with many full-time chair-

makers too. In Scotland one would have to say that traditional coppicing was last 

active so long ago that it and the stands of old multi-stemmed stools that it produced 

are now mainly aspects of woodland history and archaeology. 
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Old oak coppice in Cumbria 

 

Although the coppice cutting itself has changed little except by using chainsaw 

rather than axes or bill-hooks for felling, the greenwood craft markets have changed 

considerably, and the people that do the crafts have changed too. Many current 

craft-workers are well-educated and self-employed, and are often self-taught too, 

though all too often in delegates’ views not well remunerated. The modern 

greenwood all-rounder is usually from a quite different background to traditional 

village based craftspeople, most of whom after leaving school at 14 used to learn 

from members of their own families. Marketing, salesmanship and accounting are 

all skills needed by the revivalist coppicer. This pattern is the case all over UK, 

except in the chestnut coppice areas of the SE where the old family ties remain, and 

the work is still on a more industrial scale than in the hazel and mixed coppices 

elsewhere. 

 

Much of the discussion revolved around training for the future of the crafts or 

industry, and in that respect CANW can hold its head very high, having set up an 

apprentice scheme named after the last of the traditional coppicers in the South 

Lakes, Bill Hogarth. About 20 people have now entered that three-year 

apprenticeship of which six have already graduated and are employed in the trade. 

The overall national need is for about 25 workers per annum, so the call from Judy 

Walker of the Small Woods Association was for the apprentice model from the 

Lakes (BHMAT) to be the basis of a template to be used across the UK.  The 

apprenticeship and training schemes must become more mainstream, and Andy 

Mason of the Forestry Commission (Cambridge) who is very supportive of this 

work, emphasised that it was up to the forestry industry itself to press for and 

organise this training – no-one else will do it. 

 

There is a gap in national representation of coppicers in the UK, as previous national 

groupings like the Coppice Association, or the coppice workers section of the 

Forestry Contracting Association, are no longer running. In view of the social and 

employment differences between the revivalist coppicers and the traditional 
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chestnut industry, it will not be easy to bring about the necessary consensus of 

objectives and priority actions for a national grouping that can answer for all sectors. 

However there is a clear need for a national voice in negotiations with national 

bodies on matters such as training, forestry grants, marketing and so on.  We heard 

from representatives of the Horse Loggers, Hedgelayers, and Drystone Wallers on 

how their organisations were run, with a view to setting up a similar grouping for 

coppice workers. 

 

The hedgelaying association organiser Allan Portas gave a very useful series of tips 

or rules on how best to organise societies of that sort, and one of the first was ‘ Find 

a place in the modern world – or book your place in the museum!!’ Very apt advice 

indeed I would suggest when talking about woodland crafts, where often the 

heritage value can outweigh the commercial viability. This is fine if the museums 

are regularly paying you to demonstrate old ways of working wood, but even then it 

can leave you very vulnerable to changing circumstances. I mentioned already that 

markets have changed, (who needs masses of wooden textile bobbins these days, or 

clogs, or barrel hoops?), and in fact revivalist coppicers are on the whole good at 

adapting to new markets, aiming at the garden, leisure and survival interests for 

example. Wood fuel production is likely to continue in importance and coppicers are 

well placed to supply quality fuels. 

 

Much thought was given to how coppice workers can operate in nature reserves and 

other woodlands with conservation as a primary objective. Although many 

coppicers have had bad experiences in this area, Rob Atkinson of the 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust gave a very encouraging case study of how he 

integrates the work of volunteers and professional coppice workers. There is 

certainly a need for every region to have a coppicing centre of excellence, with the 

necessary continuity of management to allow repeated cuts and for workers who 

invest time and effort in restoration cutting to get a good chance of taking the second 

and subsequent cuts. An experienced coppicer Alan Waters suggested that it was 

not until the third cut after restoration that regrowth achieved its old high levels, 

and he was talking about 2m growth on hazel in its first year. 

 

One ‘old chestnut’ is deer – all over the country deer (of all the common species) 

pose a serious threat to active coppicing, and deer fencing is often required, at least 

temporarily. One valid point was made however that this threat from deer is often 

partly a result of too small a scale of coppice working, and that if larger areas are 

being cut the effect of the deer is progressively diluted until damage becomes 

minimal. Other people advised more direct action – eat more deer as often as you 

can – more barbecues! 

 

The centre of focus of any future national grouping is in my view unlikely to be 

Cumbria, despite the leading role that CANW has played in recent years, with for 

example the BHMAT apprenticeship scheme (in association with many other 

players of course including the Green Wood Trust). Any new national initiative is 

likely to be based further south so that people from the main traditional coppice 
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areas can attend meetings more easily. So the indoor part of the conference wound 

up with a commitment to visit the southern coppices during the next year and to 

really see what goes on down there, and generally to build bridges across the UK. 

 

Finally at the weekend were a series of useful site visits, for example to Rebecca 

Oak’s woodyard near Arnside where practical people swapped tips on charcoaling, 

firewood supply, hurdle making and coracle making.  Much time in the tea breaks 

was taken up browsing the excellent range of books and well-made tools from 

Woodsmiths (Maurice Pyle) www.woodsmithstore.co.uk. 

 

I look forward to a visit to the south in the coming year, and if anyone is interested 

in finding out more about the coppice scene, or in taking part in future events, 

please contact the author, or check the CANW website for progress 

(www.coppicenorthwest.org.uk). I would quite like to bring myself up to date on 

any coppicing in Scotland and would be pleased to hear from readers on any recent 

coppicing projects, successful or otherwise, in Scotland. 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE FOREST POLICY GROUP, MARCH 2010 

Ruth Anderson 

 

Writing in this newsletter a year ago I explained that the FPG was taking steps that 

would allow it to pursue its agenda with more continuity of effort, and I am glad to 

report that this has indeed happened.  As of March last year, FPG has been formally 

constituted with the aim of furthering the development of sustainable forestry in 

Scotland by providing an independent forum for debate and intelligence-gathering, 

producing policy-related research and developing policy proposals.  Members 

subscribe to a view of forestry in which: 

 

 environmental and social issues are treated as core parts of forestry on an equal 

footing with timber-related economic interests. 

 diversity is actively fostered – diversity of tree species and woodland 

types, woodland ownership, management approaches, timber production 

and processing, and wider economic opportunities. 
 

With thanks to Jon Hollingdale of the Community Woodlands Association, we now 

have our own website (www.forestpolicygroup.org), which sets out in slightly more 

detail what the group is about.  The site also holds some of FPG’s papers for 

downloading, or you can sign up to have them emailed to you direct.  Please let us 

know if you would like to suggest a link from the site.  

 

We have also had some success in raising funds this year, and are grateful to the 

Mingulay-Prewell Trust, Dynamic Woods, Scottish Native Woods, North Highland 

Forest Trust, Community Woodlands Association and Borders Forest Trust for their 

support.   
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Your input 

 

As a small policy organisation with a fairly modest budget, FPG aims for cost-

effectiveness by directing funds towards policy outputs rather than servicing a 

membership.  At the same time, the group maintains links with a wider constituency 

through its relationships with membership organisations such as CWA, ASHS, BFT 

and indeed NWDG, and welcomes input from like-minded souls.  Recognising that 

NWDG is not a policy organisation per se, nonetheless many of its members will be 

interested in informing and influencing policy development, and engagement with 

FPG offers a route for doing this. 

 

Whether you come from a native or community woodland perspective, timber processing or 

use, or have insights about sustainable forest economics, if you would like to raise a topic for 

discussion with FPG, please do get in touch.  You can contact me at the email address below 

or via the FPG website. 

 

Forest diversity 

 

Ensuring that we have a forest resource which can supply what we are likely to 

need from it in the future, and which will have a good chance of adapting to all the 

changes we may (or may not yet!) foresee, is a raison d’etre for FPG, within which 

diversity is key.  Readers who use the NWDG e-group1 will recently have received a 

paper written by Rick Worrell for FPG, which takes a close look at diversity in 

Scottish forests and finds some divergence between the policy objective and the 

reality.  This follows an earlier paper analysing species composition and recent 

trends in the forest resource (available on FPG website).   

 

Two papers by Bernard Planterose (shortly also on FPG website) come at this from 

another angle by considering the relationship between availability of construction 

quality timber (and cladding timber in particular) and demand from the 

construction industry.  These identify both dangers and opportunities for the 

development of forestry and of low-embodied-energy and high-carbon-storage 

construction techniques.   

 

 



 31 

 

Collectively, these papers form the basis for a major on-going element of work for 

FPG.  With others, we will be campaigning for a strong commitment to diversity in 

the next Scottish Forestry Strategy, helping to monitor species composition of the 

resource and promote diversity in public and private forests, and to support 

processing and use of a wide variety of timbers. 

 

Wild deer and native woodlands 

 

On that ever present (and presently very hungry) issue, deer, FPG has initiated a 

dialogue with DCS, FCS and SNH.  The aim is to examine the opportunity for major 

areas of native woodland regeneration as hill sheep numbers decline throughout 

upland Scotland.  It may be worth comparing the public cost of native woodland 

expansion through SRDP with that which might be achieved by deer control.   

 

Other work and future plans 

 

 Outline briefing paper about short rotation forestry (in prep). 

 Analysis of Scottish forestry policy development. 

 Possible seminar on the use and availability of durable conifers (European larch, 

Douglas fir), to be held jointly with BFT and FCS in the Borders. 

 At its next meeting (May 2010) FPG will be working on a vision for Scottish 

forestry, looking at the drivers which influence forestry, and the steps necessary 

to achieving a more balanced, resilient and sustainable model of forestry.  

 

We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions on any of the above. 

 

 
 

1 The NWDG committee would like to encourage you to join the e-group, which you can do easily by 

sending a blank email to nwdg-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  This is nothing more than a useful way to 

share news with the NWDG network  - you will not be inundated with hundreds of emails but it helps 

to keep NWDG postage expenditure to a minimum. 

 

Ruth Anderson (FPG Secretary) can be contacted on  01796 474327 or 

 ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk – Ed. 
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BOOK REVIEWS AND NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 

Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and Ireland: a field guide.  Edited by Ian 

Atherton, Sam Bosanquet & Mark Lawley. ISBN: 978-0-9561310-1-0. Softback 

£24.95 (from the BBS website). Published by the British Bryological Society, 2010. 

 

Until now, books about the identification of the mosses and liverworts of Britain and 

Ireland have been either comprehensive and detailed but too technical for most 

people, or smaller and easier to understand but covering only a few dozen species.  

The lack of ‘in between’ guides has meant that many people have found the step up 

from introductory booklets to technical floras a difficult one.  In the middle of that 

large, dark and scary void between those two extremes of bryophyte book a 

welcome stepping stone has now appeared in the form of the BBS field guide. 

 

This new book is A5-sized, 3.5 cm thick, softback with a protective plastic outer 

cover, 848 pages long and has an attractive, colourful layout throughout.  It includes 

all British and Irish species.  For about 75% of species there is a description, colour 

photographs (and in many cases line drawings too) and a distribution map.  The 

remaining rare or scarce species get a brief mention in the text. 

 

After a 3-page introduction there are 14 pages of line drawings of common species 

or genera, for use as a beginner’s key (names and page numbers are given alongside 

each drawing).  This is followed by a 39 page key of the more usual (dichotomous) 

type, but differing from those in the big floras in that it is all based on field 

characters, so you will need a hand lens but not a microscope.  It is well laid out and 

partly illustrated with small line drawings.  Some rarer species, especially those 

requiring microscope work for their identification, are understandably omitted from 

this key. 

 

The species accounts in the main body of the book follow taxonomic order and use 

the most recent nomenclature.  Both Latin and common names are given (and by the 

way, the Latin names are actually the easiest!).  As a general rule there is one species 

to a page, with species names and photos in the upper half and text below.  The 

photos are generally of good quality and include annotations pointing to particular 

identification features, and small scale-bars to show the actual size of the plants.  

You won’t be able to identify all species from the photos alone – I’m sure the authors 

don’t expect you to; the text is equally important.  However, the photos are still very 

useful, especially for species we’ve not yet seen but may have read about in the big 

floras: we can now look at a photo of it here and say “Ah, so that’s what it looks 

like!”. 

 

The line drawings are mostly of leaves, and are small but good and clear and 

generally show details which are not visible in the photos.  They are done for some 

species but not for others – maybe there will be extended coverage of drawings in 

future editions. 
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The distribution maps are small, so they use dots on a 20 x 20 km grid.  They look 

very clear, and although they are at a lower resolution than 10 x 10 km dot maps 

they will surely be sufficiently detailed for most people’s purposes. 

 

For each species the text is in three sections: identification (describing the plant’s 

appearance and its main identification features); similar species (how to tell it from 

those which look most similar); habitat (the sorts of places where it grows).  The text 

is generally easy to understand and is much less technical than in the big floras, 

though people new to bryophyte identification will sometimes need to flick through 

to the glossary (inside front and back covers) in order to understand some of the 

terms used.  I think the similar species section is particularly useful.  Authorship of 

the text varies among the species (several authors in total). 

 

Near the end of the book is a 10-page series of ‘Habitat lists’, listing the most 

characteristic species found in each habitat. 

 

The threshold between species given full treatment and just a brief mention is not 

consistent, so some extreme rarities such as Paludella squarrosa and Timmia austriaca 

get a whole page with photo and map, while some which are not rare get just a short 

mention and no photos or map (for example Lepidozia pearsonii, which is certainly 

common enough to deserve a fuller treatment).  The addition of more line drawings 

would be beneficial.  Criticisms of mine are generally small and probably rather 

nitpicking, and are easily outweighed by the wealth of useful information presented 

in this book.  Altogether I can thoroughly recommend this field guide to anyone 

interested in mosses and liverworts. 

 

Ben Averis 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND TRAINING COURSES 
 

THE END OF TRADITION? 

Aspects of Commons and Cultural Severance in the Landscape 

 

A 3-day International Symposium held by Sheffield Hallam University, 15th-17th 

September 2010. 

 

Dr Ian D. Rotherham and colleagues are organising a major event on the theme of 

‘Aspects of Commons and Cultural Severance in the Landscape’. The event will address 

topics fundamental to the conservation of these wonderful and iconic landscapes. 

We will cover the lessons of history and landscape change, of cultural change and 

abandonment. The conference will be international in flavour and cover issues from 

ecology and archaeology to modern-day management, and relating to history and 

cultural resonances. In particular, we wish to raise critically important issues of 

cultural severance and abandonment of tradition in terms of sustainability, 

landscape quality and diversity. 
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This will be a significant event and we will pre-publish the proceedings to be 'out on 

the day'. It will have a major international dimension with leading researchers from 

around the world. Prof. David Bellamy will be the guest speaker at the conference 

dinner. The event is organised by the Geography, Tourism and Environment Change 

Research Unit at Sheffield Hallam University, in partnership with the Biodiversity and 

Landscape History Research Institute and South Yorkshire Biodiversity Research Group. 

 

Conference Themes 

● Issues of 'cultural severance' with the ending of traditional management and 

utilisation of landscapes and the separation of people from nature. 

● The uses and management of 'commons' now and historically and the 

consequences of the loss of subsistence uses or local 'ownership'. 

● The 'common' uses of landscapes and environmental resources now and 

historically. 

● The debates around perceived 're-wilding' of natural areas or 'abandonment' 

and 'dereliction' of cultural landscapes. 

● Commons in the urban landscape. 

 

For the flier and booking form, please go to www.ukeconet.co.uk and click on 

‘events’ and then on ‘conferences’. 
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SOUTH EAST COPPICE CONFERENCE 6th-8th October 2010 

 

The aim of this event is to raise awareness of coppice woodland management in the 

south east, particularly the specialist hazel and chestnut industries. The organising 

group consists of representatives from local coppice organisations, the coppice 

industry and woodland managers. The mandate for the event came from the Coppice 

Association North West conference held in October 2009 at which it was agreed a 

conference in the south east should be held as a pre-requisite to further discussions 

on the potential benefits of forming a national coppice association. 

 

The target audience is coppice workers, woodland owners and all other stakeholders 

interested in maintaining and developing this aspect of our cultural and natural 

heritage. 

 

The program will include: 

 

 site visits to woods and work places 

 discussion of regional differences in the coppice industry 

 exploration of the current issues for the workforce 

 ideas for future development of the industry 

 

The venue, Lodge Hill, West Sussex, provides full-board accommodation and has fully 

equipped camping facilities, with tents available for hire. There will be opportunities 

for informal socialising around the campfire as well as more formal sessions. 

 

The conference report will be available electronically at no additional cost. 

 

It is envisaged that at least 100 delegates will attend and provisional estimates suggest 

50+ indoors, 50 camping and 25 local daily attendees. 

 

It is important to ensure a wide spectrum of stakeholders attend if the aim of the 

conference is to be achieved. This will only be possible if attendance, particularly of 

coppice workers who will be giving up paid work time, can be subsidised. Costs are 

being kept to a minimum with the organisers, speakers and hosts for site visits 

giving their time for nothing. 

 

All offers of sponsorship, support or funding will be gratefully received. 

 

Contact: Debbie Bartlett, Hazel Cottage, Lower Hardres, Canterbury, Kent CT4 5NY 

Tel: 01227 700627 or 07974 162045; Email debbiemfbartlett@googlemail.com. For 

further information see http://www.lodgehill.org.uk/ 
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