Newsletter
Autumn 2011
Volume 36 (2)

COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS
Please direct your queries to the most relevant person:

CHAIR: Phil Gordon, Woodland Trust Scotland, South Inch Business Centre,
Shore Road, Perth, PH2 8BW; tel: 01738 635 829 or 0845 293 5773; email:
philipgordon@woodlandtrust.org.uk
MINUTES SECRETARY: Ruth Anderson, Dundavie, Glen Fincastle, Pitlochry,
Perthshire, PH16 5RN; tel/fax: 01796 474 327; email:
ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk
TREASURER AND MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws
Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280; email:
alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Ben Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton, East
Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280 / 07767 058 322; email:
benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
FIELD MEETING: Ruth Anderson, Dundavie, Glen Fincastle, Pitlochry,
Perthshire, PH16 5RN; tel/fax 01796 474 327; email:
ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk
WOODLAND HISTORY REPRESENTATIVE: Coralie Mills; email
coraliem@hotmail.com
WOODLAND HISTORY SEMINAR: Mairi Stewart; email:
mairi_skye@hotmail.com
MEMBER: Jonathan Wordsworth; email:
j.wordsworth@archaeologyscotland.org.uk
MEMBER: Alasdair Boulton; email: alasdair_boulton@hotmail.co.uk
MEMBER: Sarah Toulson; email: sarahtoulson@googlemail.com

Website: www.nwdg.org.uk

CONTENTS
Editorial

2

NWDG News
Notes From The Chair (Phil Gordon)
Treasury & Membership Report (Alison Averis)
Website (Alison Averis)
NWDG Merchandise
NWDG E-group

2
2
3
3
3
3

Reports of workshops in summer 2011
Tree-ring dating & archaeology (Philip Sansum)

4
4

Report on the 2011 Field Excursion
Alladale – Jurassic Park? (Richard Thompson)
Coring stop (Alladale) (Phil Gordon)
Amat Estate (Phil Gordon)
AGM Minutes (Ruth Anderson)
Strath Carnaig (Jonathan Wordsworth)
Mound Alderwoods (Graham Newport)
Ledmore & Migdale (Jeanette Hall)
Achany Glen & River Shin Aspens (Mary Winsch)

6
6
10
11
13
15
18
20
21

Articles
Mounding (Colin Parsons)

22
22

News from other woodland organisations
Putting aspen on the map (John Parrott)
Forest Policy Group update (FPG)

24
25
26

Forthcoming events and training courses
2012 excursion (Ruth Anderson)

27
27

List of contributors

28

1

EDITORIAL
Ben Averis
Welcome to the Autumn 2011 issue of the NWDG Newsletter. I have just taken over
as Newsletter Editor – I hope I can do as good a job of this as Alison has done. Most of
this issue is the report on the Field Excursion to south-east Sutherland in May. Thanks
to all those who contributed articles. Any contributions to the spring 2012 issue will
be very welcome. These can be about anything to do with woodland (for example
your thoughts about James Fenton’s ‘New Paradigm’ – see http://www.james-hcfenton.eu/page19.html).

New publications
If you have written, or co-written, a book or booklet which would interest our
members, we can enclose your fliers with our mailings. This service is free to
individual members. There is a charge of £20, to cover postage and packing, for
organisations and non-members. We can also get books reviewed - just send a copy to
the editor. Conversely, if you would like to review a particular book, please let the
editor know. We are usually able to obtain a free review copy from the publisher and,
if you review it, the book is yours to keep.

NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP NEWS
Notes From The Chair
Phil Gordon
As cuts bite in parts of the public sector, and organisations move staff around to allow
for new ways of working, communities of interest such as the NWDG endure. What
better way to spend your time when you might otherwise be chasing your tail, than
expanding your mind in the company of fellow woodland and woodland history
enthusiasts. Such an occasion was the November Woodland History Group meeting
in Perth, which was a great way to locate yourself and your work in the long and
eruditely described history of woodland ownership and management. Over 70 people
took this opportunity, which is a testament to the topical programme and quality of
speakers.
So, your next chance to meet with no doubt a slightly different array of NWDG
members and native woodland specialists will be in Dumfries & Galloway between
the 25th and 28th of April 2012, for our annual outdoor meeting. Once again, best to get
that in your diary now whilst it still has those big gaps that will soon fill. A varied
and thought provoking Discussion Group meeting is assured, as we try and get out
before the midges.
Thank you one and all for your continued support of NWDG and I hope you continue
to do so and take the time out to come and benefit from our meetings and from some
high quality discussion. Also it would only be seasonal to wish you a Merry
Christmas when it comes, and hope you have a zingy 2012.
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Treasury and Membership Report
Alison Averis
Please see the AGM minutes on page 13 for the latest accounts. Membership now stands
at 185. Please note that if you pay by cheque, subscriptions for 2012 are now due. If you
are one of these people you will find a membership form enclosed with your copy of the
newsletter: please fill this in and return it to me with your cheque. Many thanks.
Why not consider a subscription to the NWDG as a Christmas present for a friend or
relation who otherwise has everything? There is a gift subscription form available for
downloading on the ‘Join Us’ page of the website at www.nwdg.org.uk.
As the person in charge of the membership database, I am able to send out mailshots to all
members, including notification of events not directly run by us. If you wish me to do this
for an event you are organising or involved in, please remember it is a privilege and not a
right and that because I have other work to do, I am sometimes too busy to send a mailing
instantly. So please give me as much notice as you can – and also think about whether
your event is likely to be of interest to more than a small minority of members. (Though I
can do smaller mailshots to particular geographical areas, for instance, if given enough
notice.)

Website
Alison Averis
I am continuing to keep the website up to date: please pass on anything you wish me to
post on it.

NWDG Merchandise
Bryophytes of Native Woods: A Field Guide to Common Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and
Ireland’s Woodlands by Carol Crawford is available direct from Carol. The cost is £6.50
including p&p. Cheques should be made payable to The Natural Resource Consultancy,
and sent to Carol at Natural Resource Consultancy, Donald Hendrie Building, SAC
Auchincruive, Ayr, KA6 5HW. There are discounts for orders for 3 or more copies: contact
Carol at clc@tnrc.co.uk for more information.

NWDG E-Group
From time to time we, as an organisation representing the interests of native woodlands,
are invited to contribute to consultations. We are the Native Woodlands Discussion Group,
not a pressure group, and we have members with widely-ranging views and opinions. For
these reasons we feel it is inappropriate for the committee to undertake the responsibility
of submitting a corporate response to such consultations (even assuming we could agree
among ourselves). We are a democratic group and what we say should truly reflect the
views of our members. This is why we have set up the NWDG e-group. It exists so that
every member has the opportunity to contribute to consultations and to post up items for
discussion. If you would like to be included, all you need to do is to send an e-mail to that
effect to nwdg-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Please be reassured that you will not be
bombarded with e-mails from then on. The system is configured so that replies go to the
sender only, not to all members of the group.
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REPORTS OF WORKSHOPS IN SUMMER 2011
Tree-ring dating & archaeology: an introduction – 28th July
2011; tutor Coralie Mills
Philip Sansum
This was the second of two one-day workshops. The first was oversubscribed and this
one was obligingly put on in order not to disappoint applicants. These were drawn
from a broad spectrum of interest: those working with woodland as a habitat and
resource and wood as a material, agency and NGO staff, scientists from the land-use
and environmental science institutes, students and practitioners of archaeology, and
the normal range of inquisitive NWDG members. The aim of the day was to introduce
and explain the workings of dendrochronology to a general audience with limited
experience in the field.
There had been dark skies in the west but we arrived at the venue on the east side of
the country (Whittingehame Girl Guide centre) after a pleasant drive through the
ripening fields of East Lothian and past a sunlit Traprain Law. An efficient reception
desk (where one could also take the opportunity to buy some lovely and very
reasonably priced woodland artwork) was run by Alison and Elen Averis.
The first part of the day was made up of talks on the underlying principles and
techniques of tree ring dating, the tree ring record in Scotland and the potential
applications of tree ring dating in the study of woodland and landscape history. This
made for a fascinating story starting with the technique’s invention by a US
astronomer exploring proxy climate signals in the early 20th century and ending today
with one of the cutting edges of the field being the investigation of Scottish woodland
history. We learnt of the complexities and challenges in achieving a solid tree ring
chronology for Scotland – the country’s history of importing timber being very
significant - and were given the sense of a lively research field by examples drawn
from Dr Mills’s current and recent work, such as the first dendro-dating of buildings
in Britain using a newly-developed native pine chronology. In her talk on employing
dendrochronological tools in research on woodland history the subject was again
leavened with details of our tutor’s recent Forestry Commission-supported work
exploring the history of native woodland at Loch Katrine in the Trossachs.
Next was a practical problem-solving session. The exercises were thought-provoking
and fun and really helped participants engage with the subject. One dealt with
visually matching a plotted sequence of sampled ring widths with a copy of the
master chronology and one was a short quiz on some of the important facts. In the
third exercise we were presented with four real samples including a slice from one of
the dead Cadzow oaks, a test core and different sorts of material taken from historic
buildings. We were invited to draw on our morning’s learning and use lateral
thinking to comment on the relative ‘dateability’ of each. This participant got the
answers wrong which made it a more valuable learning experience.
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Rain had spread eastwards during the morning session and Traprain Law was all but
obscured by grey cloud as Dr Mills led a convoy to Dalkeith for the afternoon field
visit to Old Wood (Dalkeith Country Park). Our spirits were not dampened too much
however as this is an impressive and very interesting wood, or as we began to see,
there were perhaps several woods here historically layered within the site. Dr Mills
explained how the small tree-ring dataset she had so far assembled for the site spoke
of a complex history (and one which might contradict some of what has been written
about this famous wood). The trees of the Dalkeith park are an exceptional population
of historic oaks which apparently span a great age range. Some, like the ‘Michael
Tree’, a beautiful multi-stemmed Quercus petraea on the banks of the Esk, were once
harvested, according to anecdote, for the building of James IV’s great ship Michael in
1504. Others, though well grown, are likely the product of 18 th and 19th century
plantings. It was clear that a systematic dendrochronological investigation of the oaks
- if it could be achieved - would unlock a rich archive which would help to understand
the wood and - more importantly perhaps - be an invaluable aid to the development of
the wider tree ring chronology for Scotland.
This was excellent training and an enjoyable day. The very fair course fee allowed
individuals with no institutional training budget to attend and contributed to the
diversity of the group. In follow up to this event Dr Mills has suggested a longer
workshop might be run in the future which would take in some case-study work and
tuition in the practical techniques of dendrochronology. Many participants would
surely welcome such an opportunity.

...tuition in the practical techniques of dendrochronology
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REPORT OF THE 2011 FIELD EXCURSION TO
SOUTH-EAST SUTHERLAND, 11-14 MAY 2011
Our annual excursion in 2011 was held in south-east Sutherland and was, as usual, a
successful and well-attended event. This excursion began with an evening seminar on
Wednesday 11th May at the Invershin Hotel. The theme for this was the Forestry
Commision Scotland’s Native Woodland Survey.
On Thursday 12th May we visited the Amat and Alladale estates to look at and discuss
pine (and birch) planting and regeneration, deer and other mammals. The NWDG
Annual General Meeting was held that evening at the Invershin Hotel. On Friday 13 th
May we visited woods in Strath Carnaig where there is an ancient pastoral woodland
landscape, and then the alders at Loch Fleet. This was followed by a most successful
evening of dancing to the Black Rock ceilidh band at the hotel. Our final visit on the
morning of Saturday 14th May was to the Ledmore and Migdale Woods belonging to
the Woodland Trust.
Many thanks to Ruth Anderson for her superb organisation, especially in dealing with
a last-minute change of venue, and to all the group leaders and speakers.

Thursday 12th May: Alladale – Jurassic Park?
Richard Thompson
The prospects of visiting Alladale Estate filled many of us with curiosity following
controversial plans described on television and debated in the press to reintroduce
large mammals to the Scottish landscape.
Our visit began in the wooded valley at the foot of Alladale where Hugh FullertonSmith (Estate Manager) gave us an inspiring background to the estate and its
involvement in European nature conservation.
The ‘Wildlife Reserve’ extends to 9,3000 hectares and has been managed for its present
owner (Paul Lister) for five ‘exciting’ years. The vision is to ‘turn back the clock’ by
restoring habitats and returning missing keystone species to the ecosystem. So far the
valley’s fauna has been enriched by two elk and a herd of wild boar. European bison
are the next animals on the list, due to arrive shortly. The focus for native fauna
conservation is on red squirrel, wildcat, water vole and black grouse.

Wild boar piglets

Photo: Colin Parsons
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Hugh also described the work of The European Nature Trust and its aims to safeguard
forests in the Romanian Carpathians. We were all presented with a fine publication
that illustrated the aims of this trust. Hugh explained the pressure that these forests
are under from development, and the consequent threat to the sustainability of wolf,
bear and lynx populations. There was a strong feeling that this estate is acting
globally as well as locally.
After a quick drive up the valley we came to a series of enclosures, one of which
contained wild boar whilst others had been erected around birchwoods to promote
natural regeneration. Ben Clinch of Bowlts gave us more of an introduction to the
geography and history of the estate and an excellent introduction to its native
woodlands. Alladale stretches from Amat pinewood in the east to Ben Dearg Special
Area of Conservation (SAC) and Rhiddoroch estates in the west. Altitude ranges from
150 m to 840 m. There is no history of farming here prior to the eighteenth century,
due to the remoteness of this landscape. The Roy maps showed substantial seminatural woodland, the extent of which forms the long-term vision for future woodland
restoration. Sheep farming began in 1770 but historic accounts reported the
woodlands to be in good condition in 1888 when they were let for sporting and sheep
grazing. From the nineteenth century until 1970 there were 1,000 ewes. The last sheep
was taken off in 1992.. Seven years ago there were 2,500 deer on the estate. This
number has been reduced to around 900 today, with average densities less than
10/km2. However, on low lying ground where woodland restoration and expansion is
being undertaken, deer numbers are closer to 18/km2.

Bison pens

Photo: Richard Thompson

Innes MacNeill, responsible for deer management, was very honest about the dual
role of the reserve in re-wilding the landscape but also remaining a viable sporting
estate. He acknowledged that this is very difficult to achieve but was realistic about
the need to maintain low deer numbers to improve habitat condition. However, given
that the density of deer at low elevation is unlikely to reduce much further, deer
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fencing is likely to be necessary around any future planting or natural regeneration
schemes. Seven estates border Alladale, and they are concerned that continued
reduction in deer numbers here will eventually lead to a vacuum.
There are 250 hectares of ancient semi-natural woodland here, 180 hectares of which
are upland birchwood and 70 hectares pinewood. This constitutes 3% of the estate.
There are current plans to extend native woodland onto a further 4% and this may rise
to 7% by 2014. Ben Clinch and others have estimated that only 15-20% of the estate is
capable of supporting woodland. This seemed low to some of us, given the relatively
low elevation of much of the ground and the extensive sheltered valley sides.
We were shown impressive shelters and handling pens for the European bison and
the area where the exclosure is due to be erected. Above this was a birchwood,
enclosed by another deer fence. Several of us commented on the line of the fence
which was below the horizon and at risk from snow damage as well as cutting
through the likely seed rain from the birchwood. However, Ben explained that the
hilltop is the estate march and that fence alignment behind the hill was not possible.
A number of planting and natural regeneration schemes have been grant-aided, and a
160 hectare scheme is planned to connect existing woods. We looked at a 57 hectare
planting scheme where hinge mounding had been used, steeper ground being
prepared using a Menzie Muck walking excavator. There were varying views
amongst the group as to the impact of mounds, with archaeologists and botanists
concerned about the amount of disturbance, but others who have been directly
involved with large planting schemes appearing relatively comfortable. All planting
stock was of local provenance, with Scots pine seed coming from the Amat woods. A
few oak and hazel have been planted at the outset but there was some discussion as to
whether these more demanding species should have been introduced in gaps
following development of shelter from birch and Scots pine. There was some
discussion about the use of vole guards. Ben and others decided not to use these here
because they can end up creating a mess as they fall off the trees and begin to degrade.
The solution was to plant in the centres of the mounds to avoid vole damage.
However, several members of the group were concerned that this would be
inadequate and that there was a high probability of damage as the grass sward
becomes ranker. It was generally felt that vole guards would not become an eyesore
but would be lost in the sward as this grew over the mounds.
There was then discussion about the long-term purpose of these woods. The Estate
was open about the fact that they will eventually be used in part to shelter deer. The
intention is to take fences down in 20-25 years so that deer can gain access. Caution
was expressed by the group that this may be too soon and the new woodlands may
not be able to withstand full deer access for 40 or more years.
As well as sporting and ecosystem restoration, the estate has developed luxury
accommodation and is very much involved in environmental education. Students
from Newton Rigg visit each year and, over the following 9 weeks, 250 school children
were due to come and help with monitoring, tree planting etc. The estate employs 10
field staff and runs a herd of 20-30 Highland cattle, set to double in the coming years.
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There was a feeling during our visit that this is a very busy place. A group of students
were busy tree-planting in a nearby exclosure, and another party was due to arrive
shortly after our departure.
James Hepburn Scott from Alba trees addressed us about the work they have been
doing to supply trees to Alladale and the struggle that both parties have had with the
Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP). In fact, much of the preceding
conversation was also preoccupied by this ‘tortuous’ grant scheme. To avoid this
edition of the Newsletter stretching to two volumes, I will list the recommendations of
Ben and James: 1) allow longer timescales for success (particularly for natural
regeneration schemes); 2) provide some money up front to help pay for scheme setup;
3) don’t be too harsh on the applicant if the scheme fails (e.g. don’t ask for the fencing
grant to be paid back); 4) Give Woodland Officers the responsibility they deserve so
that decisions can be made locally by people who understand the practicalities.
The trip to Alladale ended by a short visit to a beautiful area of native pinewood,
including a small gorge with a fine stand of aspen. Here, Coralie Mills and Colin
Edwards discussed the value of tree-coring and demonstrated coring techniques.
The impression left by
Alladale is one of a busy and
progressive estate with an
owner and staff keen to
explore the wider debate on
nature
conservation
and
associated landuse and full of
energy to put ideas into
action. Although everything
is
somewhat
compartmentalised at this
early stage, it will be
interesting to see how well the
different objectives of the
estate, or Wildlife Reserve,
will develop and combine
over time. It will also be
fascinating to follow the
attitude of society to the idea
of
reintroducing
large
mammals, particularly the
predators. I remember the
feeling of standing in woods
with wolves for the first time,
in Slovakia. I wonder, will the
hair ever stand up on the back
of my neck in Sutherland?

Photo: Richard Thompson
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Thursday 12th May: Coring stop (Alladale)
Phil Gordon
Colin Edwards and Coralie Mills cleverly fitted in a brief stop on our way between
Alladale and our afternoon visit to Amat Estate. We gathered by a small- to mediumsized Scots pine tree near the trackside, which, despite its unimpressive size, when
cored at 1 metre height proved to be 274 years old. This was described as being
typical of the situation whereby the oldest trees may not be particularly large, due for
example to having had long periods in the sub-canopy.
The value of dendrochronology in helping to date associated buildings and structures
was described, as was its role in helping our understanding of woodland ecology.
Later in the day at Amat, Colin described how the frass of a fly visible in the annual
growth rings of birch is typical, and is being investigated as an indicator of native
woodland ecosystem health and succession in newly planted native woods.
Colin described how Scots pines aged on the scree slopes nearby dated typically from
the 1550s to 1630s on the upper slopes, where harvesting will have been uneconomic
or disturbance limited. The subject of deadwood age cropped up, and it was noted
that old oak deadwood may make a lower contribution to biodiversity than for
example younger material with a higher proportion of sapwood present.
The practical aspects of tree coring were interesting, such as the value of experience in
being able to line up the corer to take in the centre of the tree. Colin explained how
the tree’s natural repair systems cope easily with any potential damage caused by the
coring. The corer can be sterilised if there are concerns over contamination. It was
noted that in coring broadleaved species such as birch, the annual rings are not
distinct, and to age the core this needs to be prepared through drying and sanding in
the workshop.

Watching the coring demonstration

Photo: Ian Collier
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Thursday 12th May: Amat Estate
Phil Gordon
Louise Alexander of CKD Galbraith was our kind and welcoming host on Amat
Estate. This 1200 hectare estate is largely woodland and is located immediately
downstream from Alladale at the confluence of the River Carron and the Black Water.
The estate has a focus on sporting objectives, with salmon and trout fishing on the
Carron and deer stalking across the land. The owners are looking to expand the
native pinewood, which is a Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) and at 154 hectares is the
largest native pinewood in Sutherland.
We looked across an adjacent 174 hectare area where non-native conifers were felled
in 1995 and regeneration of native and non-native tree species has developed since.
This area is down for clearance of the Sitka spruce and Lodgepole pine regeneration,
largely by machine, with some enrichment planting with native species. This work is
to buffer and expand the SSSI pinewood. The value of the Scottish Rural Development
Programme (SRDP) in funding this work, especially the clearance, was apparent.
There was some debate over the ease of identifying the young Scots pine amongst the
Lodgepole to be cleared. The impression was that even an inexperienced tree
identifier on a machine would however get their eye in quite quickly.

Amat Estate

Photo: Sarah Toulson

We then had a walk through the rather fine Amat pinewood, which seemed more
heathy on the lower slopes near the river, with pine dominating and apparently good
amounts of regeneration. This area is in ‘favourable condition’ in terms of the SSSI,
with good regeneration and also good amounts of dead wood. We circled this area
and went through some planted Sitka spruce to the upper slopes which were
otherwise birch dominated, on better brown earth soils, with heavy browsing of
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species such as holly and birch at vegetation level. Parts of the birchwood are in
‘unfavourable condition’ due to browsing by Sika and Red deer. Whilst we were told
that the estate is to increase deer control, they are planning to deer-fence to exclude
deer from the SSSI and new planting area. An admission of defeat – or just the reality
of being surrounded by other sporting estates?
We debated the problems the estate has with weight restrictions on the public road
and the volume of spruce timber due to come from the area of Sitka spruce adjacent to
the pinewood. It was suggested that it might be worth approaching the local
councillor for support. Some use is being made of the timber through processing on
site with a mobile saw bench.
Rumour has it there was a return to form with swimming in the pools on the walk
back to the bus. The weather being cold, it was surprising that the cries of pain were
not audible – perhaps this was just a rumour after all.

Tree house in a pine at Amat

Photo: Sarah Toulson
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Minutes of the Native Woodlands Discussion Group Annual
General Meeting on Thursday 12th May 2011 at the Invershin
Hotel, Sutherland
Ruth Anderson
1 Welcome. Phil Gordon welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2 Minutes of last AGM (Callander 2010). Approved (proposed Rachel Avery; seconded Piers
Voysey).
3 Highlights from the Chair


Shifting the Excursion to a Wednesday start (now in its 3 rd year) seemed a good recipe,
with high attendance at the event.



The NWDG year had been fairly full, with two coring workshops, lower plants courses
and a successful history conference at Birnam.



The History Group was now well-integrated into the NWDG; thanks to members of the
History Group (Coralie Mills, Jonathan Wordsworth and Peter Quelch), and to Mairi
Stewart who continued as one of the conference organisers.



For simplicity of financial management and to provide background administrative
support for the Group, the Committee was proposing a new combined role of
Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Website Manager (recommending Alison Averis
in that role), with an honorarium of £500 per annum.

4 Treasurer’s Report (Alison Averis). Alison presented a summary of the accounts for the year
April 2010 to April 2011 as follows:
Expenditure

Income

Excursion*
History Conference
Workshops
Newsletter
Postage
Forest Policy Group
Honorarium
Telephone bills
Website
Travel

£1900.00
£1438.24
£1344.69
£1230.53
£354.50
£350.00
£200.00
£101.62
£42.07
£23.75

TOTAL

£6985.40

Subscriptions
Excursion*
History Conference
Workshops

£2503.00
£2526.00
£1910.00
£1085.61

TOTAL

£8024.61

*Excluding income for 2011 excursion

*Excluding payments related to 2011 excursion

The end-of-year bank balance was £5696.04 on 1 April 2011. The Trossachs Excursion
had made a profit of £354. History Conference cashflow had included grants of £500
each from St Andrews University and Forestry Commission Scotland, and had left a
profit of £471. The lower plants workshops had made a small profit, the history ones a
slight loss. NWDG income covered costs of the newsletter and supported some of the
events. The autumn newsletter would carry the audited version of the accounts for
2010/2011 (these will actually appear in the Spring 2012 issue).
Membership (Alison Averis). Currently 174 members, by 162 subscriptions (including family
memberships), 29 of which were at the concessionary rate, and 60% of which were paid
by standing order. Members not paying by standing order were as ever encouraged to
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do so if possible (note the £2 discount on subscriptions if paying this way!) – details on
the website or contact Alison. For interest, in 1974 3% of the membership was female;
in 2004 this had risen to 30%; now 46%.
6 Website (Alison Averis). Website was up to date, and offered information about NWDG and its
events, and an opportunity for members and other related organisations to advertise
publications and forthcoming events.
7 Newsletter (Alison Averis). Ben Averis had offered to take on the role of newsletter editor for
the group. Action: Ben would email reminders of submission deadlines to the egroup.
8 History Group Report (Coralie Mills)
8.1 Woodland History Conference. This would be held on 10th November at the AK Bell Library in
Perth, on the theme ‘Community Woodlands and Perceptions of Ownership: historical
perspectives’. Keynote speaker would be George Peterken on the Forest of Dean. The
NWDG was grateful to St Andrews University and FCS for their support of the History
Conference. However, this might not continue to be forthcoming in future, so some rise
in attendance fees was anticipated to cover costs of venue and catering, speakers’ travel
and accommodation, and production of the proceedings. The 2012 History Conference
could be on a nautical theme (fisheries, trade, etc) – any thoughts about this should be
sent to Coralie Mills or Jonathan Wordsworth.
8.2 History workshops. There had been two fully-attended coring workshops over the last year,
with a further one for the coming year (for which four people were already booked,
leaving four places to fill). Peter, Jonathan and Coralie were also organising a 2-day
workshop on woodland heritage for the autumn, to provide a basic understanding of
woodland history with Taynish NNR as case study.
9 Workshop charges. At present the guideline charges were £60 for a 1 day workshop, £100 for 2
days. To keep pace with costs (tutors’ fees, any catering, and admin) the Committee
proposed that these should go up £80 for 1 day, £120 for 2 days. There was discussion
of whether there should be a different rate for agency staff whose employers were
paying their fees. The case for this stemmed in part from the higher administrative
burden (on NWDG) of processing agency fees, which involved issuing an invoice, and
subsequent tracing of BACS payments which were often slow and poorly referenced.
It was also noted that agency staff attended events on paid time as opposed to selfemployed people for whom attendance was unpaid and effectively time off. More
widely, the fact that NWDG provided training to the whole native woodland
movement made a case for funding or sponsorship by the relevant agencies (SNH,
FCS). However, sponsorship entailed a heavy administrative burden, and was an
uncertain option in the present financial clime – charging a higher rate would make
more sense. It was suggested that if fees were to go up, there should be a concessionary
rate, awarded in response to application (ie not simply for students, who may or may
not be less pecunious than other people). Action: Committee agree procedure. Also
suggested that NWDG should develop its website to allow people to pay event fees online – Angus Yarwood offered help with this. Action: Alison contact Angus.
10 Forest Policy Group (FPG). FPG had published its position paper ‘Towards a future forest’ in
Scottish Forestry (autumn 2010), setting out proposals for improving policy
effectiveness for diversification of: woodland types and species; forest land ownership
and tenure; public participation; timber processing; forest enterprises; and forestry’s
links with other land uses. Other work ongoing by FPG included research on forest
ownership in Scotland (commissioned from Andy Wightman), development of a
discussion paper on deer management/forestry in Scotland, and further work on
species composition of the forest resource. The value of FPG’s role as champion of a
more sustainable and equitable model of forestry was noted in discussion. Members
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approved continuing support for FPG (£350 per year). Action: Ruth (as Secretary of
FPG) to ensure NWDG was listed amongst FPG funders; keep members informed of
FPG activities via egroup, reports in newsletters, and as standing item on NWDG AGM
agenda. Members were invited to input comments or policy concerns at any time. FPG
papers available on its website at www.forestpolicygroup.org.
11 Election of Committee 2011-2012. As ever, any member interested in joining the committee
should make themself known at any time during the year! Grateful thanks to Peter
Quelch, Steve Brown, Jeanette Hall and Richard Thomson (all now standing down).
And welcome to new members Alasdair Boulton and Sarah Toulson. Members
approved the Committee’s proposed new combined admin role for Alison Averis.
Committee 2011-12 was elected as follows (proposed Carol Crawford, seconded
Jeanette Hall): Phil Gordon (Chair); Alison Averis (Treasurer, Membership Secretary
and Website Manager); Ruth Anderson (Secretary); Jonathan Wordsworth (History
Group); Coralie Mills (History Group); Ben Averis (Newsletter Editor); Alasdair Bolton
(Ordinary Member); Sarah Toulson (Ordinary Member).
12 Excursions 2012 and beyond. Meeting agreed on Galloway for 2012 excursion: ash pasture,
treeline woodland fringe, Wood of Cree, UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, Wigtonshire
machairs/hawthorn scrub. Action: Ruth, liaise Carol Crawford, Mas Smyth. (Date now
decided: 25 – 28 April 2012). Suggestions for 2013/future: Kinlochewe/Torridon/Loch
Maree; Feshie; Central Scotland (integrated habitat network). On timing of excursion –
climatically at present April seemed a better bet than later… Organiser to liaise with
Royal Scottish Forestry Society and other organisations in setting dates.
13 NWDG 40th Anniversary 2014. To celebrate the group’s 40th anniversary it was proposed to
hold a 2-day event, separate from the excursion but with the History Conference rolled
into the programme, therefore probably September/October 2014. This event to be
organised in conjunction with the Pinewood Managers’ Group, and to include a field
visit to the same location as in the 1974 excursion (Aviemore/Deeside?), and some fun
(ceilidh/theatricals/other – Juliet Robinson offering input on this).

Friday 13th May: Strath Carnaig
Jonathan Wordsworth
Led by Steve Robertson of North Highland Forest Trust and courtesy of Cambusmore
Estate, the NWDG walked for 4 kilometres east along the Carnaig River, exploring a
little known but highly attractive woodland that enters Strath Fleet at Torboll. The
upper end, not examined on foot, was a developing willow scrub encroaching on a
series of old enclosures, and the woodland was then dominated by mature multistemmed alder along the river bank and extensive birchwood to the south, but this
was interspersed by large areas of grassland, some of which appeared to have been
previously cultivated.
Coralie/Peter and Richard had their usual individual discussion on the formation of
the multi-stemmed alders and Peter was, I understand, in a minority for arguing that
this reflected a process of pollarding rather than natural decay and regeneration aided
by grazing. A new Voysey theory was suggested that multiple stems could be a
feature of multiple seedlings arising from alder seed pods.
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The lower end of the
woodland has a more
varied
structure
with
mature aspen, ash, oak and
hazel sheltering in a
cleugh-style opening below
a substantial waterfall to
produce a natural-feeling
woodland,
rich
in
bryophytes and lichens
including
abundant
lungwort
Lobaria
pulmonaria.
Lichens
identified included Lobaria
scrobiculata
on
hazel,
Pannaria
rubiginosa
on
aspen
&
hazel
and
Nephroma laevigatum on
aspen (thanks Richard!).

Multi-stemmed alder

Photo: Jonathan Wordsworth

However, this area has been managed in the recent past by the construction of a
Victorian walkway opened in 1863 by the Princess of Wales, and an impressive stonebuilt fish ladder which is reputedly the earliest built in the country. (Map evidence for
these features and the woodland extent is seen best on the OS 1st edition map of 1873
Sutherland CVI – see http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=75115434 .)
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This strath is rich in prehistoric archaeology from neolithic times, including
substantial roundhouse settlements, related field systems and burial mounds as well
as the remains of a broch and a dun. However, none of these have been excavated,
and the more recent past is also unknown. An abandoned substantial longhouse just
above the falls had the capacity for up to 12 beasts, suggesting a substantial farming
presence continued here until the area was cleared for sheep and sporting use,
probably in the late 18th or early 19th century. The area around this house and its
courtyard still survives as grassland, showing that continued grazing has prevented
tree regeneration in this area since the farm was abandoned. Elsewhere regeneration
of birch and alder is evident, and this does not appear to be a woodland under stress.
The open structure and diverse nature of the woodland flora appear to confirm its
long history as wood pasture.
It is noticeable that the north side of the strath is much clearer of woodland and that
both sides continue to be used for grazing by Cambusmore Estate for cattle and sheep.
Recent plans for expanding woodland here have reputedly been held back by the
complications of the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) and conflicts
with a Special Protection Area (SPA) designation requiring open ground, primarily for
hen harriers for which this is a particularly important stronghold (Piers spotted one
from the bus coming over from Migdale). Due to the diverse interests in the group
and the number of people attending, there was only limited general discussion on the
formation and future development of this woodland.
Strath Carnaig was one of the highlights of the excursion and was described by our
esteemed chairman as 'Bloody brilliant!'
On the walk to the Strath Fleet Alder Carr woods Angus and Chris added an oak of
3.49 m and a gean of 3.92 m girth, respectively to the Woodland Trust Scotland (WTS)
Ancient Tree Inventory. An alder of 3.02 m girth was recorded at the start of the walk,
but I saw it not!

Strath Carnaig

Photo: Jonathan Wordsworth
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Friday 13th May: visit to the Mound Alderwoods
Graham Newport
After completing our visit to the woodlands of Strath Carnaig, we walked along the
road towards the Mound Alderwoods under the leadership of Steve Robertson of
North Highland Forest Trust. Steve first took us to a hillside vantage point, from
where we were able to look over the woodland and to understand better its origins.

...we walked... under the leadership...

The Mound Alderwoods lie in East Sutherland, about four miles west of Golspie, close
to Loch Fleet. At the start of the 19th Century most of the land now occupied by the
Mound Alderwoods was not land but was part of a tidal inlet. This tidal inlet was a
significant barrier to transport and the Duke of Sutherland decided to construct a
causeway (the ‘Mound’) and bridge across the inlet. These were completed in 1816 or
1818 (depending on which tourist information board you prefer to believe). Under the
bridge is a sluice which controls movement of fresh and tidal water and forms a
partial barrier between Loch Fleet on the seaward side and a saline lagoon on the
inland side. Since the early 19th century much of the lagoon has turned to land
through natural processes of siltation; much of this land has been colonised by trees.
This slowly expanding woodland is known as the ‘Mound Alderwoods’.
Despite its name, the woodland contains a variety of tree species. Our hillside vantage
point allowed us to see the mosaic of different colours and hues. Willows (mostly
grey willow) appeared to be leading the colonisation of the wettest areas, with alders
following close behind. Tall Scots pine trees rise prominently above the other trees
near the centre of the woodland, presumably on an area of higher and drier ground.
Adventurous minds could also imagine downy birch occurring in small patches.
Towards the west end of the site we could see trees of a paler shade; some of the more
learned members thought that these might be ash trees.
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Unsurprisingly, we then walked from our lofty viewpoint along the road to the
Mound Alderwoods. On the way we passed a large (and) wild cherry tree, which
provoked some enthusiastic girth measuring and a girth of 3.92 metres was
announced. Students of geometry will probably think that this equates to a diameter
of about four feet (assuming the trunk to be both round and imperial) – not bad for a
cherry.
We arrived at the inland, drier end of the Alderwoods and found ourselves in what
appeared to be fairly well-established woodland with a variety of tree species. The
most plentiful tree species at this point was alder but these were mostly fairly small (510 metre tall), multi-stemmed trees. The largest canopy trees were ash. One windthrown ash had been cut up, and this revealed an age of 128 years. Shrub species
included bird cherry, dog rose, grey willow and gorse. I was a little surprised to find
that we could walk freely through the woodland without getting our feet wet, but it
was pointed out to me that this part of the site may have been dry land for about 200
years.
The woodlands form part of a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), designated
partly because of its unique wet woodland characteristics, partly for its saline lagoon
and partly for its breeding birds. The wet woodland is also a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) because it is considered to be of European as well as national
significance.
Sensibly, we walked around the drier parts of the woodland, but other unvisited parts
are reputed to be very wet. Parts of the woodland are likely to be flooded for long
periods in the winter. There was some polite discussion on a variety of topics but
mostly on the subject of regeneration and grazing. Deer browsing and sheep grazing
were both thought to be excessive. Some of those present thought that cattle would be
a welcome addition. Apparently, there is concern about the health of some of the
alder trees, which are suffering from die-back.
Finally, we were driven around to the ‘Mound’ at the east end of the site. From there
we could see that there is still a considerable expanse of open water within the lagoon
and that the expanding woodland still has a long way to go before it reaches the
sluice. From a distance, the advancing woodland edge appeared to consist of a low,
sprawling scrub of willowy stems and branches – probably a perfect habitat for
numerous wet (and) woodland creatures. A few sandbanks could be seen protruding
from the water of the lagoon; these were presumably awaiting the next woodland
advance.
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Saturday 14th May: Ledmore and Migdale
Jeanette Hall
The Woodland Trust’s Ledmore & Migdale estate is exceptionally rich and varied,
comprising a mixture of oak and pine woodland, valley fen, and wet and dry heaths.
Characteristic ancient woodland indicator species include lichens and invertebrates
(slave-making wood ants amongst others) and the archaeology includes postmediaeval townships and a concentration of chambered cairns. Unsurprisingly, given
this plethora of riches, it is heavily designated, containing Ledmore Wood Special
Area of Conservation (SAC), Migdale Rock Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and
Spinningdale Bog SSSI.
The old Torrey croft house (on an undesignated part of the estate) was inhabited
within living memory, but commercial conifers were planted around it during the 20 th
century and felled in the early 1990s. Bracken dominates the area at present, but the
Woodland Trust plans to establish 2 ha of mixed broadleaved woodland, which will
be coppiced once the trees are big enough.
We had a long discussion on bracken clearance; some advocated the use of asulox
whilst others felt crushing or cutting would be ecologically more sensitive. Unless
asulox has already been acquired, options will be restricted by the recent decision to
withdraw it from sale by 31st December 2011, and from use by 31st December 2012.
There was some concern that the bracken was too vigorous to be controlled by
crushing, but others thought that cutting twice a year would restrict its growth
sufficiently to allow the newly planted trees to grow. The suggestion of using pigs to
grub up the roots received a measure of enthusiasm, although some members were
concerned that they would grub up everything else as well… Several of those present
had experience of pigs, and proposed a visit to Trees for Life’s land at Dundreggan to
investigate the proposal further. Steve Brown suggested cattle as a less drastic
alternative, depending on the availability of stock, and time. Once the canopy closes,
the shade should restrict the growth of the bracken enough to make further
management unnecessary. We also briefly discussed the value of bracken as a soil
conditioner and wondered if it could be marketed for compost.
Attention next turned to planting plans for the coppice.
Steve Robertson
recommended use of the best stock available – especially if hazel and oak are to be
used – and intensive management to select the best stems. He suggested that selection
would traditionally have been very intensive when creating new coppice, and that we
see the end product without always being aware of the process by which it was
achieved. Richard Thompson agreed, and suggested that trees should be planted as
densely as possible (even as dense as 3000-5000/ha) in order to hasten canopy closure,
followed by thinning to select the best stems and achieve an appropriate stool spacing.
Discussion of the most appropriate provenance was inconclusive – the oaks currently
present in the Ancient Semi-Natural Oakwood are hybrids of unknown origin. Robin
Noble noted that analysis of Assynt oak showed it to comprise about one-third each of
sessile, pedunculate and hybrid oak – all of which may be locally native.
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Having dealt with the woodland, conversation turned to what might be suspected to
be the more pressing issue for some at least – possible options for restoring the croft
house. The perennial idea of an NWDG bothy arose, and discussion became even
more animated – so much so that I was unable to record much of it… It was at least
clear that it must be stabilised and made safe, whether or not it is restored to a
habitable standard.

Saturday 14th May: Achany Glen and the River Shin Aspens
Mary Winsch
Despite the rain on Saturday morning, a keen group descended the brae below
Aultnagar Lodge Hotel to admire possibly the largest group of aspens in Sutherland,
in Achinduich Wood. The excursion was led by John Parrott of Scottish Native
Woods, Tony Mainwood a Lepidoptera and bird recorder, and Scott Wilson who has
made an inventory of 250 aspen populations for the North Highland Forest Trust
(www.nhft.org.uk/pages/publications.html).

At the River Shin Aspens

Photo: Sarah Toulson

The path led underneath the railway line into a hillside covered in birch, blaeberry,
honeysuckle and aspen. The aspen came in all sizes, from suckers to saplings, mature
trees and dead logs. Even a tree with female? catkins was found. John explained that
it was unusual for a temperate tree to sucker, but this means of spread had allowed
aspen to survive since the end of the ice age despite being eaten by insects and
mammals and sometimes humans.
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Of the rare species associated with aspen, Achany Glen is the northernmost findspot
so far of the aspen hoverfly Hammerschmidtia ferruginea whose larvae feed on the
decaying sap wood. The trees did not appear to have any Phellinus bracket fungus
which is the usual cause of death to aspens in Strathspey. Other species may be
under-recorded rather than rare but may be poor at dispersing to new sites, so
planting aspen in the gaps between aspen woods is a vital part of the native woodland
strategy. Aspen can be propagated from root suckers and from seed; several groups,
including the Highland Aspen Group, are trying this.
Trees For Life (www.treesforlife.org.uk) have a useful web page on propagating
aspen, and Scottish Native Woods is encouraging people to map aspen
(www.scottishaspen.org.uk). Aspen timber is highly regarded in North America and
Scandinavia, and there are articles on American websites describing research into the
chemistry of aspen and its role in feeding moose and beaver and beetles
(www.western-aspen-alliance.org, www.aspensite.org).

ARTICLES
Mounding
Colin Parsons
I suppose my first questioning of the need for mounding probably came while
walking over a site five years after planting, when the mounds had started to
disappear under the ground vegetation. On several occasions in these circumstances I
have suddenly descended through the grass covering into thigh-deep water. Not only
is this not very pleasant, but could be quite dangerous. If we have an open access
policy, has this been considered? If access (and maybe future working) includes
horses, this type of thing could well lead to broken legs, which is very serious for a
horse.
I have spoken to a few people recently on the subject, and there seems to be an interest
in opening a debate about mounding, and I welcome any contributions.
I have planted trees on mounds of widely varying quality, and some are definitely not
going to help the tree grow. Some are piles of stones with virtually no soil; some have
a large sandwich filling of vegetation which leads to drying out or lack of access to the
soil below; some give a planting site of hard dry subsoil. I realize that mounding may
sometimes be the only way to get a tree established, but some foresters seem to see
mounds as an unquestionable essential, and the only way to go. Someone recently
said to me they’d been seeing a 95% take on their recent sites, “and you won’t get that
any other way but mounding”. Well, it depends on the site. We have an area planted
here with hand turfing. 100% take. Of course that’s a bit more labour intensive (but
not much), and may not work on all sites.
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Mounds are also quite ecologically intrusive, and can seem inappropriate when
establishing native woodland for conservation purposes. I’ve heard it asked why we
are using commercial forestry methods on ecological restoration sites. Economics I
imagine. Then again should we not be concerned about the ecology of all woodland
sites, commercial or not?
On ancient woodland sites, ‘wheeled vehicles should only be used to extract timber
after extensive periods of dry weather’ (Thinning In Atlantic Oakwoods by R.
Thompson, Highland Birchwoods). Is it then wise, as part of an ecological restoration,
to drive over every square metre with a digger? (I’ve seen some pretty horrendous
carve-ups.) Have there been any studies into the effect on mounding on soil structure
and ecology?
Is mounding good for some sites but not others? Are there other less intrusive
methods of establishment? Does economics overrule ecology?
What does the team think?
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NEWS FROM OTHER WOODLAND ORGANISATIONS
Putting aspen on the map
John Parrott
Aspen is a pioneer species which successfully colonised a vast tract of the northern
temperate zone in the wake of the last ice age. Together, the Eurasian aspen Populus
tremula and closely-related North American aspen P. tremuloides have the widest
natural range of any tree species in the world.
Whilst aspen is found throughout Britain, it is most frequent in northern Scotland.
However, even here it occurs mainly as small isolated stands, few of which are
managed. This is bad news for the diverse flora and fauna which aspen supports,
especially many rare mosses, lichens, fungi, flies, moths and beetles.
Five aspen-dependent species are UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority Species.
All their Action Plans emphasise the importance of increasing available habitat and
linking existing aspen stands to secure the future of these species and facilitate their
dispersal.

Aspen is also a favourite snack for beaver

Photo: Laurie Campbell

With its attractive appearance and fast growth, aspen could make a significant
contribution to the Scottish landscape and rural economy. Wouldn’t it be great to see
stands of aspen breaking up the seas of spruce that currently adorn our hills?
With funding from Esmée Fairbairn and the Cairngorms National Park, Scottish
Native Woods has embarked on a project to restore aspen to its rightful place in the
Scottish landscape.
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The Aspen 2020 Project has set itself four principal tasks:


to assess distribution and status of aspen stands throughout Scotland



to improve the supply of local origin aspen for planting



to manage existing aspen woodland and enhance functional connectivity between
aspen stands



to improve knowledge and awareness of aspen.

The first catkins appeared in Highland Aspen Group’s seed-orchard in spring 2011. Photo: John Parrott

The Project is working with other organisations, volunteers and land-owners to bring
aspen back to Scotland. We are currently trying to build up a better picture of aspen’s
distribution using an interactive web-based mapping facility. If you know any aspen
stands, you can help by putting them on the map at http://www.scottishaspen.org.uk/.
If you want to learn more about aspen, you can find lots more information on the
website.
And if you want to help the project in any way, contact
john.parrott@scottishnativewoods.org.uk.
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Forest Policy Group update (8th November 2011)
Forest Policy Group
During 2011 the Forest Policy Group (FPG) produced a concept paper entitled ‘Woods
for People’, which was distributed after the Scottish Election to the new intake of
Members of Scottish Parliament (MSPs) at Holyrood and formed the basis for a short
meeting in September with the new Scottish Minister for the Environment, Stewart
Stevenson.
The Woods for People paper contains a synthesis of ideas and practice from many
groups and individuals who work in forestry, land use, timber processing and social
land reform, and sets out a nine point manifesto for a new forest policy direction in
Scotland.
This and other FPG papers can be downloaded from
http://www.forestpolicygroup.org/.
The Woods for People work led to the production of seven short briefing papers:


Rural development – what do we think it means and how can forestry help?



Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) grants – how can we make the
current system simpler and more accessible for small land owners?



Forest ownership – who owns our forests and what does it mean for the people
of Scotland?



The National Forest Land Scheme – currently doing a great job, but can it be
made more diverse and make more, smaller bits of forest available for
purchase?



Restocking – why is there so much Sitka being used in restocking and very
little other conifers or native broadleaves?



Deer – they cost foresters and the Government a small fortune, so should we
consider new ways of managing them?



Quality broadleaves – why are we not establishing and managing quality
broadleaves?

These papers have been written to give all those interested in how forest policy is
developing in Scotland a flavour of the FPG thinking and to stimulate discussion on
alternatives to the current status quo. The Group would welcome feedback from
NWDG members on any of the topics.
In spring 2011 we lost our Chairman Rick Worrell, albeit for a sabbatical in the USA,
and gained Simon Pepper as Acting Chair. Rick is putting the finishing touches to a
paper on species composition in Scotland’s forests, which we hope to have published
in the spring edition of Scottish Forestry.
The theme of land ownership, specifically forests, has been a priority for the Group,
and
to
this
end
we
commissioned
Andy
Wightman
(http://www.andywightman.com/), the author of ‘Who Owns Scotland’ and ‘The Poor
Had No Lawyers’, to do some targeted research and write an outline paper on forest
ownership in Scotland. The results of Andy’s research are illuminating and provide
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plenty of scope for a wide-ranging debate about the structure of forest ownership in
Scotland and also the need for further, more detailed research. We hope to have a
final version of Andy’s paper available on our website before the end of 2011.
Deer and deer management is a topic that all connected with growing and managing
trees are acutely aware of. The FPG has started to develop a new strand of thinking
on this topic and is attempting to inject some new perspectives on deer and land
management, specifically in relation to Red deer and sporting estates in the
Highlands. Volumes have been written on this topic and we are conscious that there
has been little real progress in this often most polarised of debates. We hope to
produce a consultation paper on deer management in the next couple of months.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND TRAINING COURSES
Annual Excursion 2012
Ruth Anderson
The 2012 Excursion will be held in the Galloway area, based in Castle Douglas or
Newton Stewart. It will run from the evening of Wednesday 25th April until lunchtime
on Saturday 28th April, perhaps with an optional extra coastal woodland walk on the
Saturday afternoon for people staying later.
Details of the programme are still to be confirmed, but so far this is the plan:


Wednesday 25th April (evening) – arrivals, introductions, registration etc.



Thursday 26th April – visit to Cree Valley Community Woodland Partnership
(River Cree from source to sea). This will be held in partnership with the Royal
Scottish Forestry Society.



Friday 27th April – wood pastures.



Saturday 28th April (morning) – South West Community Woodlands Trust
(Taliesin).

A fuller programme, booking forms, accommodation lists and so on will be sent to all
members in January 2012 as usual.
Meanwhile, please contact me (email:
ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk) if you have any queries or suggestions.

Glen Trool, Galloway

Photo: Ben Averis
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Alladale

Photo: Ian Collier
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NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP CONSTITUTION
Name: The organisation shall be the Native Woodlands Discussion Group.
Aims and objectives:
The purpose of the group is to encourage interest in native woodlands, their ecology
and management.
Membership:
Membership of the group will be:
a.

Individual

b.

Family (1.5 x full rate)

c.

Concessionary (0.5 x full rate)

Membership of the group will cease 18 months after the payment of an annual
subscription. Committee will advise the Meetings Organiser for the year of the fee for
attendance of non-members.
Officers and committee:
a.

The group elects a committee. The committee shall co-opt or appoint such
officers as are considered necessary. Officers will be eligible to vote at
committee meetings.

b.

Committee members shall serve for three years, but shall be eligible for reelection.

c.

The chairperson shall be nominated by the committee and endorsed by the
Annual General Meeting.

d.

All members are free to attend committee meetings.

Accounts:
a.

The financial year shall be the calendar year

b.

The committee will set the annual membership fee before the end of October.

c.

The treasurer will keep accounts and present a financial report by 15th March
each year. The accounts shall be independently audited by a competent person
before presentation.

Annual General Meeting:
An AGM shall be held at such a date as is determined by the committee. Notification of
that meeting shall appear in the newsletter at least one month prior to the AGM.
Business at the AGM shall be determined by a simple majority except changes to the
constitution which shall require a two-thirds majority of those members present.
Family membership entitles up to two votes if both are present.
The chairperson and the treasurer will each submit a report at the AGM.
Meetings:
The committee shall organise or authorise any member to organise such meetings as
considered desirable.
Publications:
The committee shall approve such publications as are considered desirable, and which
carry the group's endorsement.
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NWDG OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Objectives: The purpose of the Group is to encourage interest in native woods, their ecology
and management, with a particular emphasis in Northern Britain.
Activities:
 Organise at least one Field Meeting with related discussion each year.
 Organise Workshops on subjects suggested by members (initially two per year).
 Issue Newsletters (currently two per year) with an emphasis on members’
contributions.
 Maintain contact with like-minded organisations through the membership.
Membership:

This is open to any interested individual. (There is no corporate membership.)

Subscription:

According to the following categories Ordinary individual
£20 per year
Family
£30 per year
Concessions./Unwaged £10 per year

Subscriptions should be sent to the Membership Secretary (Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages,
East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280; email: alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk).
There is a £2 annual discount for those paying by Standing Order: please ask for a form.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NEWSLETTER
The copy date for the Spring 2012 newsletter is 15th March 2012. The spring newsletter will go
out in April 2012.
The following types of contributions are always welcome:








Group or organisation reports
Woodland reports/updates
Articles about anything to do with woodlands
Shorter items of news, e.g. new groups/initiatives/projects or personnel changes
Letters to the editor
Reviews of books or other publications relating to native woodlands.
Illustrations - cartoons, logos, pen and ink drawings of trees and wildlife etc..

Contributions can be up to 1500 words long. They should ideally be word-processed in Word
for Windows and sent by email or on disk. Please include full contact details with any
contribution. Contact the editor if you have something to contribute but are having difficulty
meeting a deadline, or if you have an idea for an article you wish to discuss. Articles should
ideally be submitted in Arial 10-point font in ‘normal’ style (no headings text and body text),
left-justified, with no division into columns, no hanging indents and no text boxes. Use italics
where necessary but please avoid underlining, square bullet points, ‘clip-art’ and automatic
rather than manual paragraph numbering. Tables and diagrams, obviously, may be in different
fonts or in boxes where necessary. Line drawings and clear photographs are welcome, but
please be aware that photographs may not reproduce well. Thanks very much.
The current Newsletter Editor is Ben Averis (6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian,
EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280 / 07767 058 322; email: benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
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