Native
Woodlands
Discussion
Group

Newsletter
Autumn 2012
Volume 37 (2)

NWDG in the oak woodland at Glen Trool, Galloway (photo by Jackie Parsons)

Part of an old fallen tree at Anwoth/Cardoness, Galloway (photo by Phil Friston-Reilly)
Font cover illustration: Carstramon Wood, Galloway (photo by Phil Friston-Reilly)

CONTENTS
Editorial

2

NWDG News
Notes From The Chair (Coralie Mills)
NWDG Administration (Treasury, Membership
& Website) (Alison Averis)
NWDG Merchandise

2
2
3
4

Report on the 2012 Field Excursion
Introduction (Carol Crawford)
Talks on first evening (Kate Holl)
Mountain woodland in the Galloway Forest Park (Rob Soutar)
Buchan Woodland and Wood of Cree (Phil Friston-Reilly)
Garlies Wood and Wood of Cree (Piers Voysey)
Knockman Wood (Jonathan Wordsworth)
AGM Minutes (Ruth Anderson)
Anwoth & Cardoness wood pasture (Scott McG. Wilson)
Carstramon Wood (Clair McFarlan)
Kirkdale Sawmill (Michael Ansell)
Ravenshall Wood (Clare Winsch)
Taliesin (Dorothy Dahl)
Torglass Wood (Carol Crawford)

4
4
4
6
12
15
18
18
21
23
24
25
28
29

Book reviews
Gardens of Earthly Delight by John Fletcher (Coralie Mills)
Atlantic Hazel by Sandy & Brian Coppins (Chris Marsh)

31
31
32

Peter Wormell (1930-2012)
Peter Wormell – personal recollections (Peter Quelch)
Peter Wormell – some personal reflections (Alan Drever)

37
37
40

Forthcoming events and training courses
2013 Excursion
2013 Workshops
Nordic Woodland History Conference, 2013 (Tróndur Leivsson

41
41
41
42

NWDG constitution and general objectives/activities

43

NWDG committee contact details

44

List of contributors to this newsletter
Ruth Anderson: ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk
Micael Ansell: Michael.Ansell@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Alison Averis: alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
Carol Crawford: carolcrawford@peakecology.co.uk
Dorothy Dahl: dotdahl.t21@btinternet.com
Alan Drever: alandrever@hotmail.co.uk
Forest Policy Group: admin@forestpolicygroup.org
Phil Friston-Reilly: piemaster2006@hotmail.co.uk
Kate Holl: Kate.Holl@snh.gov.uk
Tróndur Leivsson: jonlof@skogur.is
Clair McFarlan clairmcfarlan@gmail.com
Chris Marsh: chrisachnacloich@aol.com
Coralie Mills: coraliem@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Quelch: peter.quelch@btinternet.com
Rob Soutar: Rob.Soutar@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Piers Voysey: piers.voysey@rothie.net
Scott McG. Wilson: scottmcgwilson@hotmail.com
Clare Winsch: cwinsch@o2.co.uk
Jonathan Wordsworth:
J.Wordsworth@archaeologyscotland.org.uk
Photographs: various of the above (credits by each
photo) and also Jackie Parsons:
jackie.parsons2@btinternet.com
Drawings: Ben Averis

1

EDITORIAL
Ben Averis
Welcome to the Autumn 2012 newsletter. Most of this is taken up by reports of the
Galloway excursion in April, which was very well attended and clearly a great success. I
wasn’t there myself but have read the reports with great interest as they show Galloway to
have some really good woodland habitats ranging from coastal to relatively montane and
from ancient to new, and with many people in the area working hard and enthusiastically
for the future of woodland there. Thanks to all who contributed these reports – I hope you
are happy with their presentation here. In April the death of Peter Wormell, who had been
active in the NWDG for many years, was very sad news. This newsletter contains pieces
by two of the many of us who knew him. He is, and always will be, missed by many
people throughout Scotland where his work has done so much to help woods and the way
we understand them. Also in this issue are notes on forthcoming events and reviews of
two books published recently. That’s about it, but it all takes up so many pages that this
edition is thicker than usual. I hope you like it.
General notes for contributions to the newsletter: The copy date for the Spring 2013 newsletter is 15th March 2013; it
should then go out in April 2013. We welcome contributions such as group or organisation reports, woodland
reports/updates, articles about anything to do with woodland, shorter items of news, letters to the editor, reviews of
books or other publications relating to native woodland, and illustrations. Contributions should aim to be less than
1500 words long (though some understandably end up longer), in Microsoft Word and sent to me along with your
contact details. Thanks very much. My contact details are as follows: Ben Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton,
East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel. 01620 870 280; email benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
New publications: If you have written or co-written a book or booklet which would interest our members, we can
enclose your fliers with our mailings. This service is free to individual members. There is a charge of £20 to cover
postage & packing, for organisations and non-members. We can also get books reviewed – just send a copy to the
editor. If you would like to review a particular book, please let the editor know. We are usually able to obtain a free
review copy from the publisher, and if you review it the book is yours to keep.
Electronic copies of the newsletter: If you would prefer to receive future editions of the NWDG newsletter
electronically (as pdf files) and not in printed form, please send me an email requesting this and include the email
address you want the newsletter to be sent to.

NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP NEWS
Notes from the Chair
Coralie Mills
The fine colours of a late autumn invite thoughts of rest and renewal, and
reassuringly return some rhythm to a year of peculiar weather with
climate change strongly implicated. As I write in late October, much of
our media is taken up with Storm Sandy battering North America and ash dieback disease
threatening our native ash, so inevitably thoughts of the ever changing challenges facing
native woods come to mind. The objectives of the NWDG in encouraging interest in
native woods, their ecology, management and history, are as relevant as ever. It seems to
me NWDG’s greatest strength is in the diversity of interest and expertise represented by
its membership, and the common ground we find between us.
On behalf of NWDG I would like to thank Phil Gordon, our outgoing chair, for his able
stewardship of the group over the last few years, and also to welcome onto our committee
new (and some returning) members: Juliet Robinson, Mairi Stewart and Christina Byrne.
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After a wonderful excursion in Galloway in April, our annual round of events has
continued recently with two workshops in lower plant identification and the annual
NWDG Woodland History Conference, this year on ‘Woods, Trade & Boats’, all proving
popular and well-attended. A sincere thanks goes to all those who have helped the
NWDG deliver its activities this year. The committee will be working over the winter to
develop future events, including: our 2013 Excursion – hopefully to Knoydart and
environs – which is in the planning phase with Ruth Anderson at the helm; various
workshop ideas in evolution including some on tree identification; possible themes for the
2013 woodland history conference; and slightly more distantly, plans developing for
celebration in 2014 of the 40th anniversary of the origins of the NWDG. We would be
delighted to hear members’ thoughts on these or any other future activities.
On the theme of renewal, we hope to continue to serve our existing membership well
while reaching out to attract new members, and a sub-group of the committee will be
exploring social media amongst other initiatives as a means of expanding our reach. More
news on that next time. In the meantime, I wish you a peaceful and restorative winter.

NWDG Administration
Alison Averis
Treasury. On 30th March 2012 the balance in the NWDG bank account was £9170.31. This
high figure is the result of all the subscriptions coming in before we have had to spend any
money on newsletters or events, but even so we are financially healthy. Many thanks to all
of you for continuing to support us in these hard times. A breakdown of the 2011-2012
accounts is given below:
NWDG accounts for 2011-2012
Income
Subscriptions
Excursion
2012 Excursion
Workshops
History conference
Book sales

Total

£

Expenditure

2917.00
4305.50
280.00
1060.00
2280.00
50.50

11393.00

£

Newsletter
Postage
Excursion
Workshops
History conference
Honoraria
Forest Policy Group
Other expenses

575.75
220.82
3751.50
824.00
1121.24
470.00
350.00
203.17

Total

7516.48

Membership. There are currently 172 members and most of you are up-to-date with your
subscriptions. If you have not yet paid for this year, please download a membership form
from the website www.nwdg.org.uk and send it to me with your payment. If you have no
Internet access please telephone me on 01620 870 280 and I will send you a form.
Website. The website is kept up to date and this is where to go for the latest information
about the forthcoming Excursion, the lower plants workshops and the Woodland History
Conference.
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NWDG Merchandise
Bryophytes of Native Woods: A Field Guide to Common Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and
Ireland’s Woodlands by Carol Crawford is available direct from Carol. The cost is £6.50
including p&p. Cheques should be made payable to Carol Crawford and sent to Carol
Crawford, Peak Ecology Strathclyde Office, Donald Hendrie Building, SAC Auchincruive,
Ayr, KA6 5HW. There are discounts for orders for 3 or more copies: contact Carol at
clc@tnrc.co.uk for more information.

ANNUAL EXCURSION
2012 – GALLOWAY
Introduction
Carol Crawford
Sixty-five NWDG members and colleagues
gathered in Newton Stewart to see some of
Galloway’s best native woodlands, discuss
their values and management and visualise
their extension. On the first night excellent
speakers also covered the woodland types we
couldn’t visit including new montane scrub
and treeline woodland. During the field trips
we compared the approach and results of two
famous community woodland projects and on
the day between sampled stunning wood
pasture. The council archaeologist was with
us most of the whole way too, keeping
woodland history high up the agenda, and we
had an entertaining wider history of Galloway
on the second night. After a damp start at
Glentrool on the first morning the weather
was kind and Galloway looked great. The
pubs and hotels of Newton Stewart catered
well. It was a most memorable excursion;
thanks to everyone who helped.

Oak at Anwoth/Cardoness

Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly

Evening talks on 25th April
Kate Holl
Peter Norman (Biodiversity Officer, Dumfries & Galloway Council) spoke about native
woodland in Dumfries & Galloway. His talk and following question-and-answer session
included mention of a map-based survey of the evidence of wild herbivores in this area;
from this survey a booklet has been produced, to be handed out to landowners. When
asked about the Roy maps of the area (Did Roy miss woods because he couldn’t see them?
Was he rushed or simply didn’t see some of the woods?) he said that Roy was thorough
and his maps very detailed; that he missed a few woods should not be a criticism. An
interesting reference relevant to this is ‘Map of a Nation’, a book on the history of
Ordnance Survey, which goes right back to Roy’s maps and is fascinating on the history of
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mapping in Britain. When asked if there have been large regeneration schemes in
Dumfries & Galloway, he said that there has been a lot of native woodland planting, but
mostly on a smaller scale except for large landscape scale projects at Carrifran and
Corehead (both near Moffat).
Rob Soutar (Forest District Manager, Galloway Forest District, Forestry Commission
Scotland) gave a talk on Mountain woodland in the Galloway Forest Park. Rob has sent us
the text of his talk, which is reproduced below. Questions on his talk included the
following:
Plantations in D&G originally extended to higher altitudes than the projected treeline, so why are
they growing well and better than montane scrub at this altitude?
RS replied that Sitka spruce has done well as it is better adapted to montane
conditions, and can therefore grow above 700 m in the Merrick area (higher than
native scrub) and will need to be controlled at this altitude to prevent its further
spread, though some native habitats such as blanket bog are relatively resistant to
invasion by trees.
Historically where did Scots pine grow?
RS replied that pine grew up to about 500 m; in Galloway it seems not to have
formed extensive woods; it was found at a higher level 5000 years ago; it was also
found at the coast, but generally birch and hazel dominated the woodland cover
here for thousands of years.
What is FC’s role with respect to biosphere work?
RS replied that a large part of SW Scotland will become a Biosphere Reserve under
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Biosphere Initiative ‘Man & Biosphere’. Where people live will be the ‘transition
zone’, the mountain area will be the ‘core’ with the forest park as a ‘buffer’ area.
The plan is to restore native woodland and natural habitats across 3000 hectares of
mountain woodland. Galloway will become one of the big native woodland
restoration projects.
Pete Robinson gave an introduction to the work of the Cree Valley Community Woodland
Trust. Questions and answers from this talk included the following:
Do you lease the land?
PR: We have 25-year management agreements. There is a strong volunteer group
with 10 volunteers who every Wednesday undertake the maintenance work which
is so important. We also use contractors at times; 120 hectares of broadleaved
woodland has been planted using contractors.
Do you have a rhododendron problem?
PR: Yes, although it’s not too bad. FC has a project to keep rhodie under control.
We tackle it using volunteers.
Do you use cuttings at all?
PR: Yes, for willow. We take them before the leaves flush in March and then get
100% strike. After the leaves have flushed, the strike rate goes down to 50%. We
collect juniper and other broadleaved seed to grow on in polytunnels, planting
species related to the woodland fringe.
I am impressed with what Cree Valley Woods have achieved due to FC and agencies getting the
community involved. Where next do you think?
PR: There is enough to be done in the Cree Valley. Funding is always an issue:
there are two full time posts. South West Community Woodlands Trust is more
focussed on cultural aspects. There is potential in the Fleet area – and the same
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really with all the river systems. Communities could be involved, but need a
funding kick-start (possibly through the Biosphere reserve idea with smaller
communities also involved). All are different; this is a strength. We need to find
enthusiasm and interest and then give them the support they need.
Would you like to say something about the long-term balance between productive and native
woodland? Does the land going out of production have long-term economic implications?
PR: It is a challenge. We need to grow the economy. We need to get the balance
right. We’ve got a lot to learn.
What about productive broadleaves?
PR: This has got to be so important. Larch plantations should be suitable for ash or
oak. But it is not just about productive forestry; there is a need to consider other
species... for example aspen!

Mountain woodland in the Galloway Forest Park
Rob Soutar
This is the text of the talk given by Rob on the evening session on 25th April.
Introduction
The zone of climatically dwarfed trees and shrubs that once linked forest and open
mountaintops has almost vanished from Scotland along with much of the special wildlife
that lived there. The Action for Mountain Woodland (AMWood) project aims to assess the
current state of Scotland’s threatened mountain woodlands and involve the wider public
in work to restore this important habitat. It provides opportunities for volunteers to help
in developing an inventory of mountain woodland sites. Educational events and activities
are organised for both the general public and land management professionals to raise the
profile of this once forgotten habitat. The project is aimed also to demonstrate best practice
for management and restoration of mountain woodland. The AMWood project was
established by the Montane Scrub Action Group and is managed by Highland Birchwoods
with the funding and support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, Cairngorm Mountain, Clyde
Muirshiel Park, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS).

Cliffs with Downy Willow on the Merrick

Photo: Rob Soutar
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The Merrick part of the AMWood project is a partnership with FCS, SNH and Cree Valley
Community Woodlands Trust (CVCWT). It is located in the Galloway Forest Park where
volunteers are mapping native trees and shrubs on the Galloway hills and gathering seed
and cuttings to grow on new planting stock, particularly of downy willow Salix lapponum
and juniper Juniperus communis. Mountain trees and shrubs are being used at a
demonstration mountain woodland on the Merrick hill path and at a raised garden close to
the Glentrool Visitor Centre. The garden will also feature mountain herbs and other plant
species found in the Galloway hills and elsewhere in the Scottish mountains.
The information collected by the volunteers and the expertise being developed will also be
used to inform and energise a major FCS initiative to enrich the Galloway Forest Park with
new treeline woodlands (or ‘woodland fringe’) of broadly native character replacing
nearly 3000 hectares of high elevation conifer plantation.
The 70,000 hectares of the Galloway Forest Park comprises planted coniferous forest
around a core of moor and mountain habitat. About 40% of the Galloway Forest Park is
open semi-natural habitat but only about 1% is native woodland, albeit this is of very high
quality in terms of natural history.
The planting of Sitka spruce in the 1970s and 1980s extended to some areas in the
Galloway Forest Park which FCS would now leave unplanted, not least because many
abut designated mountain and moorland habitat of outstanding natural heritage value.
Today, many of the higher altitude conifers (and other areas adjoining high quality seminatural habitat) have been replaced by ‘moorland fringe’ and ‘woodland fringe’. These are
essentially mosaics of planted broadleaves and conifer regeneration within a matrix of
restoring moorland habitat. Moorland fringe has a target of less than 20% tree cover and
woodland fringe between 20% and 50% tree cover. These new ‘fuzzy’ scrub habitats
replace the previous hard edge of the conifer plantations, providing landscape benefits
and greatly widening the habitat available to moorland edge species such as black grouse.
Information from nature in the Galloway Forest Park
Natural treelines and other montane scrub are among the rarest natural features of the
Scottish landscape. Occupying the zone above the timberline1, treeline woodlands and
other montane scrub link high forest to the open hill. They contribute structural diversity
that is associated with a wide range of goundflora and animal species and form a natural
transition zone. This is virtually absent from many of our mountains, owing at least in part
to past human management with grazing and fire from prehistory to the present. Treelines
are rich in tree and shrub species such as rowan Sorbus aucuparia, birch Betula pubescens,
aspen Populus tremula, willows Salix spp. and roses Rosa spp., and stretch out to the
scrubline where we can find high altitude specialists such as downy willow Salix lapponum.
An exception that proves the rule is the dwarf willow Salix herbacea, which is amongst a
number of tiny prostate willows that grow well above the scrub line into the alpine zone in
Scotland. Dwarf willow is very common in the Galloway hills. This is perhaps surprising
given that even the highest hill in southern Scotland, the Merrick is only 843 m (2766 feet)
above sea level. However, the altitudinal zonation is generally lower in Galloway than
further east in Scotland. This is because the relative exposure gradient is steeper for
reasons this author is uncertain of, though presumably the powerful south-western
airstream is influential. At about 500 m the treeline is actually much lower down than it is
in the Cairngorms (700 m).

1

The timberline is where the last economically harvestable timber could be won in a natural forest of native species.
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Up until recently, natural treeline woodland and other montane scrub in Galloway was
thought to be restricted to a beleaguered downy willow Salix lapponum population on the
Merrick and to a few remnants of juniper Juniperus communis scrub on cliffs. I am very
grateful to enthusiasts such as Richard Mearns, Peter Norman and Ian Murgatroyd who
began to catalogue the distribution of tree and shrub species across the Galloway hills and
extend our knowledge.
Surveys by the AMWood
project have now identified
that the Merrick downy
willow population is far more
substantial and widespread
than previously reported, and
in generally very good
condition. There are certainly
more than 250 large vigorous
plants and copious natural
regeneration from seed, with
clear observations of mass
flowering of both sexes.
Representatives
of
the
Montane Scrub Action Group
Downy willow on the Merrick
Photo: Rob
have confirmed that the
Soutar
Merrick population is one of the healthiest downy willow populations in Scotland. We
used to think it was one of only three locations south of the Highlands, the others being at
White Coomb in the Borders and Helvellyn in Cumbria, but we have actually found a
fourth small population on Kirriereoch 2 km north of the Merrick site.
Earlier records of creeping willow Salix repens have also been confirmed and extended,
overwhelmingly associated with cliffs, crags and islands in high elevation lochs,
presumably owing to past grazing pressure. Downy willow reaches about 700 metres, the
effective scrubline. However, the altitude record for Sitka spruce Picea sitchensis
regeneration is a touch higher, so please note that comments in this article about treelines
and scrublines apply in respect to native species only; some introduced trees have the
capacity to grow well beyond these limits.
Juniper in the Galloway
Forest Park is found from
about 300 metres to 600 m in
altitude, with the biggest
population on the south
facing bluffs and crags of
Kirriereoch. The Kirriereoch
juniper population is far
more
substantial
and
widespread than previously
reported, though comprised
of generally very old plants.
About 250 individual plants
have so far been catalogued
Crags with juniper at Kirriereoch
Photo: Rob
Soutar
and the overall population of
the Galloway Forest Park is unlikely to exceed 500. Most individual junipers are about 1
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metre across, and all are procumbent or decumbent (i.e. sprawling across the ground!)
even though they are Juniperus communis communis and not Juniperus communis nana. Some
are up to 5 metres across and are massive, ancient plants. All over Galloway – at least
wherever we have surveyed – we have found only one young juniper plant. It is not clear
why the juniper population continues to decline and is not recruiting, though recent fires
seem to have killed older plants without encouraging any regeneration.
Before surveys by the AMWood project it was thought that treeline woodland of native
character was absent from the Galloway hills. However, the surveys have identified that
rowan Sorbus aucuparia scrub is a widespread feature of cliffs, crags and boulder fields,
often at around 400-500 m in altitude. This scrub is generally limited in stature by
exposure and limited soil capacity. One newly discovered area extends to 10 hectares of
waist-high rowan at high density (exceeding 2000/ha).
Although rowan is by far the most common species, the apparent treeline scrub is rich in
species such as aspen Populus tremula, juniper, downy birch Betula pubescens, burnet rose
Rosa pimpinellifolia, downy rose Rosa mollis and less commonly hazel Corylus avellana and
sessile oak Quercus petraea.
Moorland fringe and Woodland fringe
The idea of moorland fringe arose through the observation that people in Galloway were
often seeing glamorous wildlife, for example black grouse and dense flocks of bullfinches,
on the edges between moorland and forest. This did not then imply that edges were
actually more species-rich than either the moors or forests, but only that they were a good
place to view wildlife. However, we reasoned that if we tried to emulate natural treeline
woodland we would create a fuzzy boundary which would provide a wider edge habitat
for wildlife and also look better in the landscape. We also had a few examples that had
arisen by serendipity such as at Cairnsmore of Dee where black grouse were using similar
habitat and which we have subsequently enhanced by removing excessive spruce.
We were also inspired by examples from other countries where treeline scrub is typified
by its rich herb groundflora and bird fauna. Examples include the treeline on the volcano
Mount Hood in the Pacific northwest and the crumholz of the mountains of the Czech
Republic where the wind and the snow has bent and twisted the trees to form cushions
which shelter a very rich herb groundflora.
The creation of moorland fringe in Galloway over the past five years appears generally to
be travelling in the right direction, though intervention is necessary on some sites to
remove excessive spruce regeneration such as at Cairnsmore of Dee (or accept that parts of
the moorland fringe will return to conifer woodland).
FCS, CVCWT and SNH are working together to improve the specification (most recently
through the AMWood project). In another SNH-funded project, the British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) are testing the benefits of moorland fringe and also providing guidance
on its creation and management. In their provisional (unpublished) report, BTO has
identified this new habitat is used by a staggering 59 bird species and tends to be of
highest value to birds with woodland cover extending to about 30%. It currently seems
unimportant what the tree species are; most of the survey examples are predominately
Sitka spruce scrub with a few broadleaves. It is presumed that the early colonists are
responding to the structure of the vegetation. I speculate that in time wildlife will also
respond to the species of woody plants. In particular, rowan and other berry-producing
species will I suggest influence the future distribution and abundance of many bird
species.
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We have learned from the fragments of natural treeline scrub that we should promote a
woodland fringe specification with which we will plant far more native species. This
recognises the exceptionally slow process of natural recruitment of native trees and shrubs
versus Sitka spruce. Woodland fringe will be much richer in native trees and shrubs than
the old ‘moorland fringe’. Rowan and birch will be the main species planted, though we
will increasingly use other species of local origin including aspen, eared willow Salix
aurita, downy willow and ultimately juniper (though there are enormous supply chain
issues with juniper).
The Galloway Forest Park Mountain Woodland Vision
The overall vision is twofold:


to enrich the Galloway Forest Park with new mountain woodlands of broadly
native character, replacing nearly 3000 hectares of high elevation conifer
plantation. The objectives are improved biodiversity and landscape, and the
amelioration of surface water acidification2.



to conserve and cherish the remaining fragments of existing treeline and other
montane scrub, with the emphasis on monitoring and natural regeneration, unless
faced with a rapid decline. Most of the mountain woodland fragments are on
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) which are highly natural areas where
intervention by extensive planting is inappropriate.

The woodland fringe should over time have a canopy cover ranging from 20% to 50% and
averaging about 30%. This is in response to the studies by BTO and current definitions of
native woodland (which permit some non-native conifer element in open native
woodlands). We will plant native trees and shrubs to a much greater extent than hitherto,
to speed up naturalisation – but herb species will not be planted and will have to colonise
on their own.
The challenges to the vision are:


The previous moorland fringe category generally had too few trees to maximise
benefits to landscape and wildlife and we are not getting sufficient pace in creating
scrub habitat, though there are many exceptions.



There are places where there is excessive Sitka spruce regeneration. Some of this
will be allowed to return to conifer woodland but there should be periodic removal
of spruce from high priority areas for wildlife and landscape.



There is insufficient natural regeneration of native trees and shrubs, owing mainly
to a scarcity of seed sources.



In terms of planting, there is poor supply chain for local origin native trees and
shrubs.

In pursuing our objectives we will:


increasingly move from the moorland fringe to the woodland fringe specification;
instead of planting a few native broadleaves to supplement natural regeneration
(say 5% potential cover by planted trees) we will plant at least 4 times more (>20%).

Surface water acidification originates as airborne pollution in excess of the buffering capacity of the acid geology
and soils of the Galloway hills. Compared to short vegetation, tall conifers scrub out more pollutants from the air, or
rather from cloud, with greatest impact at higher elevations. Although the problem is declining with improvements
in air quality, it is still a significant issue for Galloway Forest District.
2
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seek to collect, cultivate and plant a wider range of native trees and shrubs.



periodically remove spruce regeneration when it becomes excessive. Some spruce
regeneration is helpful to birds, but too much has to be dealt with. It is also a costly
business so must not be too frequent in our interventions.

And most of all we will continue to learn and work in partnership with CVCWT and SNH.
The AMWood project
As well as inspiring and energising the Mountain Woodland Vision of the Galloway Forest
Park, the AMWood partnership in Galloway aims to make a contribution throughout
Scotland. Beyond the cataloguing of montane scrub distribution and species, the project
has cleared conifers from the uppermost part of the forest from which the Merrick hill path
emerges onto the flanks of Ben Yellaray. Rowan, birch, aspen and downy willow have
been planted as a means to demonstrate the potential of treeline woodland and also to
highlight conservation issues in interpretive products to be made available at the
mountain garden at the nearby Glentrool Visitor Centre.
Volunteers from CVCWT have built the garden from local rock and soils and established a
range of mountain species including woolly willow Salix lanata, downy willow, creeping
willow, juniper, aspen and mossy saxifrage Saxifraga hypnoides. The garden and hill path
demonstration will be interpreted for visitors this summer. 50,000 people visit the centre
each year and as many as 100,000 may visit its car park where the garden is situated. We
want to inform these visitors that montane scrub is an important, threatened and very
interesting habitat, which is well worth conserving and expanding.
The final stage of the AMWood Project is to help with the plant supply chain for local
origin trees and shrubs. Volunteers have collected cuttings and seed to bring some of the
rarer species into cultivation with a view to enriching the woodland fringe habitat. This is
on a small scale but still aiming to produce a few thousand plants each year. CVCWT and
FCS are establishing small local nurseries which will specialise in less common species. We
are grateful to the National Trust for Scotland and Borders Forest Trust for inspiration and
generous advice from their nurseries at Ben Lawers and Carrifran respectively.

Cliffs (with downy willow) on Merrick

Photo: Ben Averis
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Buchan Woodland (Glen Trool) and Wood of Cree, N of Newton
Stewart (26th April)
Phil Friston-Reilly
After a brief bus journey from Newton Stewart
northwards up the River Cree we arrived en force at
our first site of the excursion. We climbed over a
lump in the ground and were greeted with Bruce’s
Stone, erected in the 1950s to commemorate the
Battle of Meall-Donnaich in 1306. Here, we were
treated to views of Loch Trool in front of us and the
woodland on its opposite shore which was mainly
planted larch and spruce; to help preserve the site’s
historic value this land won’t be replanted after
felling.

Bruce’s Stone

A short walk down the road took us to Glentrool Oak Woods (NX 416 803), managed by
the Cree Valley Community Woodland Trust (CVCWT). This marvellous wood (probably
my favourite) is the purest sessile oak wood in Scotland. This wood is a seed source for
local planting projects managed by the CVCWT. The wood is ancient, having been
recorded on Roy’s map but probably dating back to the 1400s. The wood was not only
home to some fantastic specimens of sessile oak but also holly, and moss and lichen
communities. The group was led in discussion about the unknown lichens that lie just out
of reach (fuelled by Jeanette Hall from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)) and the
abundance of hawthorn being more here than in other woods, and the possible expansion
of this wood with control of sheep.
Despite the species assemblages, the trees were largely of a similar age. There was not a
diverse age structure to the trees and there was not a lot of deadwood around (although
there were differing points of view as to what comprised ‘lots’). Richard Thompson was
keen to point out that former dead wood may leave ‘shadows’ (with different structure or
vegetation) in the environment. Red and roe deer were culled by Forestry Commission
Scotland (FCS) rangers to help the wood regenerate under more natural conditions.
Despite the reduction in deer grazing, helped with the addition of a deer fence, the
presence of holly in the wood was theorised to be of detriment to the wood’s compliment
of lichens.
When I go somewhere new, I always have a tree and bryophyte identification handbook
about my person and I managed to have a look at the bryophyte community beneath our
feet during some of the discussion. I used the NWDG-sponsored moss ID book
‘Bryophytes of Native Woods’ and I reckon there were both lawn moss Rhytidiadelphus
squarrosus and fork moss Dicranum scoparium. At this point there was discussion on
production of timber and genetic diversity. A question was asked about whether we
should select straight trees to be a source of seed or whether to grow trees from a variety of
different tree forms and then take out the ones most unsuited to human needs. I would
lean towards increasing the genetic diversity of stands of trees destined for timber, as
increased genetic diversity should offer increased resistance to disease and environmental
fluctuation within the stand, thereby ensuring timber supplies in the future after
unaccountable events.
Across to the other side of the loch from where we were, the conifer plantation will be
gradually replanted with native trees; ash, rowan and willow, and juniper further up. This
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led to a discussion later on about how to accurately map woodland fringes. Where do we
draw the line? As rowan had been mentioned, one of our guides, Andrew Jarrett, told us
about a refuge for rowan on a boulder field south of the loch. The rowan had managed to
survive so long because of the shelter the boulder field provided. The trees were
inaccessible to browsing, and the boulder field protected them against fire.

Looking at mosses at Glen Trool

Photo: Jackie Parsons

On to Richard's lichen that wasn't at all a burn scar. Two lichens were present on one tree
that had had its holly removed. A tall dark lichen reached 4-5 m up the tree and was
identified to be Parmellella triptophylla, while a grey lichen Pannaria conoplea was also
present on this tree. A discussion led by Kate Hall (SNH) followed about the natural
regeneration of woodlands. Natural regeneration should be treasured, but when
management is underway should we manage for specific species? In Glentrool the lichens
and holly both grow around the oak trees, and management for one will be detrimental for
the other (as lichens generally need light, while holly casts shade). It was suggested that
trees with lichens already present should be managed for the lichens, and the wider
habitat should be left for the holly to grow unhindered. After all, a heterogeneous
environment will be more biologically diverse.
With our discussion largely over, and due to the march of time, we left Glentrool Oak
Woods. It was after a short walk up the hill that we stopped by the Alpine Meadow and
visitor centre. The Alpine Meadow has been running for two years and is a really great
way for those who cannot reach the usual heights of this habitat to still be able to
experience it. It is also a great learning tool, as there is plenty of signage for people to
learn about the species found in alpine habitats. The interpretation was put up in 2011 and
details the plants found in the garden. As these plants are in an environment different to
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their usual montane one, there are differences in some plants' growth forms (namely
height).
After our visit to Glentrool Woods, we were bussed 7 miles south to Wood of Cree (NX 382
710), a nearby Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) reserve noted for its many
bird species including barn owl, kestrel, cuckoo and tree pipit. The reserve is also home
to 16 bat species including Leisler's, pipistrelle, long eared and Daubentons bats. We split
into two groups and after passing the pit used to make bronze from lead we went up a hill
to view the different phases of tree planting in the reserve.
Phase one was planted in May
2008 but had a high mortality rate
of about 40% due to a hard
drought and browsing by roe deer.
We stopped at the top of a hill in
the phase one area and observed a
c. 5000 year old burial cairn, which
was a sight. Then it was down the
hill and a brief stop at a lovely
crab apple tree before taking the
track and heading off again up
past some farm buildings where
there were some gnarled holly
trees that were supposed to be 300
Wood of Cree
Photo: Dot Dahl
years old. These trees were used
to cut fodder from in the winter months, a practice that also occurred in Lancashire.
We then meandered off to the reserve’s second phase, which is mainly wood pasture
containing blocks of ash and oak along with hawthorn and rowan – which are good for
birds. Here I learned that different trees can be used to identify the past land use of
pasture land. Hawthorn is indicative of sheep pasture and crab apple is an indicator of
cow pasture. I’ll definitely try to hold on to that nugget of information.
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The reserve also contains wet grasslands and moorland which are good for the black
grouse already in the area. Phase two was planted at a stocking density of 1600 ha-1 but
200 ha-1 in the archaeologically sensitive areas which contain spoil heaps and heating
stones. The stones were heated up by fire and used to heat water contained in a wooden
or metal box. The tree plantings are part of a 200 year project and when mature will add
increased tree cover to a wonderful area.
After making my way through the reserve and through a dark Sitka plantation, I met up
with the others from the second group at a collection of stones that were postulated to be a
burial site of some sort. Finally, before we departed, several of us went to a large mound
for the view and when we went back to the path that lead to the buses we were greeted
with a sign letting us know that we had been in Knockman Wood, coming from the Gaelic
Cnoc nam Ban which means ‘the hill of the woman’. All in all this was a thoroughly
enjoyable and informative day for me.

Garlies Wood and Wood of Cree, N of Newton Stewart (26th April)
Piers Voysey
Garlies Wood (NX 423 690)
Garlies Wood is a rather fragmented corner of oak woodland to the East of Knockman
Wood and set around Garlies Castle – once the redoubt of the Galloway earls. It is now
managed as part of Cumloden Estate with woodland management advice provided by
Richard Kay. Richard guided our visit to the wood and explained the management plan.
While the owner’s objectives are largely to improve the pheasant-shooting potential of the
estate, new planting of broadleaves will strengthen the connection to Knockman Wood
and fill up some of the gaps around the existing woodland.
To the south of the impressively tall drystane dyke that bordered the old Cumloden deer
park, restoration of woodland pasture was initiated some 10 years ago under the old
Environmentally Sensitive Area scheme. With a reduction in stock numbers hawthorn has
sprung up in profusion. The next step is to plant groups of other appropriate native
broadleaves in mini stockades.
The old castle set an interesting
scene of isolation and decay.
Around the crumbling walls an
island of dog’s mercury once
harboured the few elms in the
wood, but these too have been
invaded.
Bleached limbs hang
over a few remnant saplings and
coppice shoots. Beech and Holm
oak indicated a previous human
generation’s
interest
in
the
landscape around the castle.
Observing the wood that day we
Garlies Castle
Photo: Piers Voysey
concluded that ambitions for
extending the woodland and increasing the amount of regeneration perhaps have to
reconsider grazing levels by deer and ’invading’ livestock. Where manipulation of the oak
might be considered in order to then create some regeneration areas, perhaps some
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thought needs to be given to thinning to stimulate crown development, and then to look
for advanced regeneration before opening up gaps in the canopy. Richard has probably
realised though that most gains will be made not in manipulating an isolated corner of
woodland, which could be left to its own devices, but by extending the edges of the
woodland through planting with a new generation of trees. Nuthatches and redstarts will
then continue to sing their way through the landscape.
Establishing the history of a woodland essentially starts with map research. Maps
published by Blaeu in 1654 (see example on inside back cover) give some of the earliest
and most detailed surveys in Galloway and show enclosed woodland and exposed hills.
First edition Ordnance Survey maps (1843-1882) show much more detail, including old
farm buildings. Interpreting place names can also lead to interesting conclusions about the
past use of an area but is not helped by inconclusive interpretation of which language the
names are derived from. Michael Ansell was able to give us much more insight to this and
some of the joys and hazards of interpreting place names.

Group examining remains of an 18th century corn-drying kiln in Garlies Wood

Hawthorns and old tree stumps at Glenmalloch

Photo: Jonathan Wordsworth

Photo: Piers Voysey
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Wood of Cree (NX 382 710) and Barclye (NX 392 695)
Andrew Bielinski of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) guided us into the
RSPB’s Wood of Cree reserve. In purchasing the 371 hectare Barclye Farm in 2006, RSPB
have bought a significant extension to their Wood of Cree reserve and the native
woodland network along the Cree, and they have also bought a substantial chunk of
industrial history. A wheel pit, beautifully built from dry stone, disappears into the
ground; an empty void, leaving us to ponder on how the builders intended to drive the
wheel with no apparent water supply. Nearby stone buildings suggest store rooms or
powder houses for the workings. With confidence it can be said that they were associated
with the lead mining that was going on in the Cree some 150 years ago.
RSPB’s objectives for the farm are to maintain and create oak high forest, enhance a
significant area of wood pasture and maintain scrub woodland and moorland at higher
elevations to support existing populations of wood warbler, redstart, pied fly-catcher and
black grouse. Some small areas have been planted, and within fields grazed by cattle
small groups of trees are individually protected by small wooden stockades. Support has
come not only from RSPB members, but also from Solway Heritage, Sulwarth
Connections, Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme / Rural Priorities and the Scottish Forest
Alliance. Tree seedling establishment has been challenged by drought, roe deer within the
deer fence, brown hare and voles. Recently invading fallow deer have now also taken to
stripping rowan bark on some of the younger trees outside the deer fence.
Close to the Cree Valley Community Woodlands Trust’s polytunnel is a grove of holly
trees that may demonstrate an architecture associated with the practice of pruning side
branches for fodder. It is a further illustration of how trees can tell a story of the history of
land use.
As we descended Mill Hill (NX 388 693) a cuckoo called an optimistic note and we
admired the golden green flush in the oak canopy that flowed up the Cree.

Barclye Wood

Photo: Jonathan Wordsworth
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Knockman Wood, N of Newton Stewart (26th April)
Jonathan Wordsworth
Knockman Wood (grid ref. NX 410 690) extends to some 210 hectares with sitka
plantations on the west and south that were planted by the Forestry Commission in the
1970s. Cree Valley Woodland Trust now manage 165 hectares of this wood, and in 2007 a
substantial area in the central part of Knockman Wood was felled to encourage natural
regeneration. Though rowans and hazels were seen there was little sign of oak
regeneration and this was blamed on heavy deer predation (primarily fallow deer).
Consideration is being given to planting if this regeneration continues to fail to establish.
Substantial areas of open spaced oak still survive on the site of the former Deer Park,
producing attractive and majestic woodland. The Knockman area may well have been
cleared of woodland some 5000 years ago, as judged from the presence of a substantial
neolithic chambered cairn at Boreland (NX 405 690 – see photo on inside back cover). In
contrast with Garlies Wood which is shown, along with a number of other woodlands in
the this area, on Blaeu's (1654) map (see inside back cover) as a fenced enclosure,
Knockman is shown as open ground before 1654 (this mapping probably derived from
Pont's surveys of the 1590s). While Garlies Wood was clearly a managed woodland both
from later 18th century accounts of wood lets and its use as a deer park, the Knockman area
may well have remained open ground until 1824 when the Stewarts of Cumloden Castle
enclosed this woodland with the construction of a substantial stone dyke, to form a deer
park. This resulted in the clearance of a number of small settlements including Clauchrie
and Torbain which may have already been cleared out of the former Garlies Wood.
Clauchrie and Torbain are certainly shown as ruinous on the 1st Ordnance Survey Map of
this area in 1847.
Though the 1824 deer dyke around around Garlies may have expanded the area of oak
woodland into Knockman, there was also planting of sycamore and beech. Seedlings of
these species, particularly beech, are proving difficult to eradicate as they are not favoured
by the deer.

Minutes of the Native Woodlands Discussion Group Annual
General Meeting on Thursday 26th April 2012 at the Crown Hotel,
Newton Stewart, Dumfries & Galloway
Ruth Anderson
1. Welcome. Phil Gordon welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Minutes of last AGM (Invershin 2011). Approved (proposed Mary Ann Smyth; seconded Rachel
Avery).
3. Highlibghts from the Chair


Turnout for the Excursion had exceeded expectations – congratulations to Carol Crawford
as main organiser, thanks also to Mas Smyth, and to Alison Averis for admin support on the
bookings. The History Conference in October had also been well-attended – advantageous
to have a subject likely to engender a variety of feelings (Communities, Woodlands and
Perceptions of Ownership).



The Newsletter had a new look and new editor, Ben Averis.



Attendance at events plus workshops, the newsletter, and of course the wider membership
combined to mean that the NWDG was at present financially secure.
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4. Admin Report (Alison Averis)


Finances (autumn newsletter will have audited version of accounts for 2011-12):
Income for the year April 2011-12 £11393.00
Expenditure
£ 7516.00
Profit
£ 3877.00
Bank balance at 5th April 2012
£ 9230.31



Membership: 172 members currently (of which 66% now paying by standing order, for which
we are very grateful as it saves us time and money): 75 female members, 97 male (women
creeping up!).



Website: Used increasingly for downloading papers and booking forms. A reminder from
Alison that the website can advertise events, publications etc of potential interest to
members and others, and that she would welcome enquiries about this.

5. Newsletter (Alison Averis on behalf of Ben Averis). As mentioned by Phil, Ben had started to develop
a new look for the newsletter, with colour photos on the inside and outside covers. Ben was
also keen to encourage more of a discussion element in the newsletter (see p.14 of Spring
2012 issue) and would welcome more items like this, as well as any photos of the excursion,
other events, or woody things of note! Deadline for next issue is 15 th October 2012 – contact
Ben Averis benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk.
6. History Group Report (Coralie Mills)


Last year’s conference was successful and the organisers were pleased with the new venue,
the AK Bell Library in Perth. This year’s conference will be held there on 25th October, on
the theme ‘Woods, Trade and Boats’.



There were no history workshops imminent.



The coring group was in abeyance, temporarily. Thanks to Colin Edwards at Forest
Research who had provided all administrative support (lab space, holding the corer and
samples, sending coring kit out to those using it, etc). Colin was now moving jobs, to Forest
Enterprise, and will no longer be able to provide this support. Accordingly a new home is
being sought for the coring project – any suggestions welcomed – please contact Coralie
Mills coraliem@hotmail.co.uk.

7. Workshops. The usual programme of two workshops per year (bryophytes and lichens) continued,
and this year’s will be lichens at Glenmore (Speyside) with tutors Andy Acton and Anna
Griffiths, 5-7 October, and bryophytes at Kilmore (S of Oban) with tutor Ben Averis, 19-21
October. The AGM discussed possible new topics for additional workshops (given the
surplus of funds at present), including Willow identification (and other species; maybe at Ben
Lawers with potential BSBI expert?) and Basic tree identification (could attract new members;
could be in winter, or possibly – if on a Wednesday – tacked on to an excursion). Committee
to take these ideas forward, but any members wanting to get involved, please get in touch.
8. Forest Policy Group. FPG was continuing with its (fairly modest) agenda, and gathering some
momentum. Rick Worrell’s paper on species diversity in the Scottish forest ’Where next
with diversification?’ is to be published in the summer edition of Scottish Forestry. This
looks at the proportions of broadleaves in new planting (quite well represented) and in
restocking (not well represented), and durable conifers only a tiny proportion of the
resource, and suggests some routes for improvement. FPG has produced a suite of papers
on the theme of Woods for People (7 separate papers on rural development, grants,
ownership, National Forest Land Scheme, restocking, deer and quality broadleaves). It has
also published a paper on forest ownership by Andy Wightman. All papers are available on
the FPG website www.forestpolicygroup.org, and any comments welcomed, to Ruth
Anderson at admin@forestpolicygroup.org.
9. Election of Committee 2011-2012. The group and committee offered grateful thanks to Phil Gordon
for his very competent chairing. The committee proposed to elect Coralie Mills to take over
the role of Chair. Welcome also to Juliet Robinson re-joining the committee as an ordinary
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member, and Mairi Stewart representing Woodland History. Committee 2012-13 was
elected as follows (proposed Mas Smyth, seconded Iris Glimerveen):










Coralie Mills (Chair)
Alison Averis (Admin – Treasurer, Membership Secretary & Website Manager)
Ruth Anderson (Secretary)
Jonathan Wordsworth (Woodland History)
Mairi Stewart (Woodland History)
Ben Averis (Newsletter Editor)
Alasdair Bolton (Ordinary Member)
Sarah Toulson (Ordinary Member)
Juliet Robinson (Ordinary Member)
[Since the AMG Christina Byrne has also joined as an Ordinary Member.]

As ever, any member interested in joining the committee should make themself known at
any time during the year!
10. Excursions 2013 and beyond


Meeting agreed on Knoydart for 2013, pending confirmation of sufficient interest for a full
excursion, and recognising that costs might be high if boat hire is necessary.



Aviemore and Glen Feshie as a potential venue for 2014, to coincide with the 40th
anniversary (1974 meeting was held there).



Reminder to any member who wishes to organise an excursion for the NWDG to put
themselves forward.

11. NWDG 40th Anniversary 2014. The AGM suggested that rather than holding the proposed 40th
anniversary conference at a separate date, it would be better to roll this in with the
excursion, as a one day event held on the Wednesday. Committee to develop ideas on this
during the year to come.
12. Any Other Business
Use of surplus funds: The committee has received a couple of requests for small-scale funding, one for
research and one towards a publication, and has been seeking the group’s views on whether
it would be appropriate to support such things occasionally, given the current healthy bank
balance. The group’s feelings were that whilst it might sometimes be appropriate to provide
support in-kind, or through use of the website and newsletter for advertising or promotion
of a project, NWDG funds should be used more directly for benefit of the membership as a
whole and in pursuit of the group’s own objectives. Surplus funds should be prioritised for
running more workshops and other events, for improving publicity and developing the
newsletter and website. It was also noted that that the economic climate was not warming
and some of NWDG’s surplus should be guarded towards sustaining the group long term.
Other specific suggestions for use of funds were a travel & subsistence bursary for a student
(new member) to attend an excursion (RSFS provide a travel award); and to purchase a
portable PA system for use out in the woods (could possibly also be hired out to members?).
Peter Wormell: The group expressed its sorrow at the death of Peter Wormell this month. Peter was a
great motive force in the native woodland movement in Scotland and was remembered with
admiration and fondness. He was one of the names who had attended the group’s first
meeting in 1974. Peter Quelch was intending to collect some remembrances about Peter
Wormell and his work, possibly for publication in the next edition of the newsletter.
New publication: A new booklet ‘Atlantic Hazel: Scotland’s special woodlands’, by Sandy and Brian
Coppins, has been published by the Atlantic Hazel Action Group. Available for £11
(including postage) from Gordon Gray Stephens, Old Poltalloch, Argyll,
gordon@nativewoods.co.uk.
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Anwoth and Cardoness, SW of Gatehouse of Fleet (27th April)
Scott McG. Wilson
The second full day of the excursion began with clear blue skies and the promise of a very
enjoyable day in the field. We convened on the western edge of Gatehouse of Fleet to visit
a wood pasture area on the private Anwoth Estate (small adjoining areas at Venniehill are
managed by the National Trust for Scotland and at Cardoness Castle by Historic Scotland).
Our hosts for the morning were Peter Norman (biodiversity officer) and Jane Brann
(county archaeologist), both of Dumfries & Galloway Council. The area, extending to
about 80 hectares (grid ref. NX 590 560), had been surveyed as part of studies of various
wood pastures in the Fleet Valley in recent years, including the Sulwath Connections
Landscape Project. However it had not been considered a priority for ecological
intervention at that point in time, with natural development preferred.
The site is on strongly undulating ground with three distinct high points, one an Iron-Age
or Pictish hill fort (Trusty’s Hill, NX 588 560), another surmounted by a Victorian
monument to Rev. Samuel Rutherford (a prominent local minister in the 1600s) and the
last a more recent trig-point marker. Several waymarked footpaths run through the area,
and the hill fort with an unusual (apparently Pictish) symbol stone provides for local
historical interest. The slopes and lower ground are covered in an attractive, structurally
diverse mosaic of mature open grown broadleaves, thorn and gorse scrub, bracken and
unimproved grassland. A variety of tree species were present including oak, birch, crab
apple, holly and hawthorn, with some veteran specimens of each species. There is limited
information available about how this vegetation developed, with many historical maps
showing the area as largely unwooded.

Wood-pasture at Anwoth/Cardoness

Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly
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The area is currently used as rough grazing by the nearby Ardwall Farm (McCulloch
family), with a prominent herd of about 150 Galloway beef cattle and a smaller number of
sheep being run. The McCulloch’s have owned land in the area for about 500 years and
were the original occupants of Cardoness Castle at the southern end of the site (now in the
hands of Historic Scotland and open as a visitor attraction). It is believed that the wood
pasture area has been used as forage area for cattle over much of the intervening time,
largely
escaping
the
formal
landscape
‘improvements’
implemented on much
estate land in the area
from the late 1700s
onwards (especially on
the neighbouring Cally
Estate under the Murrays
of Broughton). However,
the extent and nature of
woodland in the area is
likely to have varied
markedly during this
time. Most of the trees
appear self-sown, but
some past planting of
parkland oaks cannot be
ruled out. The area may
once have served as a
hunting park, being close
to Cardoness Castle.
Although there is a
seasonal rotation of cattle
and
sheep
stocking
between
different
pastures in the locality, at
present there is limited
Oaks at Anwoth/Cardoness
Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly
natural regeneration of
palatable tree species.
Gorse appears to be becoming over-mature and ‘leggy’, while bracken is expanding in
open areas. This led many members of the group to feel that the site may be in long term
ecological decline, with a risk to the continuity of mature trees and the wood-pasture
character. While there is no feeling that grazing should be removed, it may become
necessary in future to intervene by creating temporary exclosures to encourage natural
regeneration of trees such as oak. Although the Frans Vera ‘mantle and fringe’
regeneration model appears to be relevant here, there is limited evidence of tree
regeneration other than of the thorny ‘mantle’ species. There may also be some scope for
sparse planting of oak, perhaps within palisade shelters.
This was an interesting and attractive site, highlighting the challenges in sustainable
wood-pasture management where knowledge of ‘how it got to be like it is’ is incomplete.
If only we could see what Drostan the Pict saw, looking out from Trusty’s Hill 1500 years
ago!
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Carstramon Wood, N of Gatehouse of Fleet (27th April)
Clair McFarlan
The group was met by Brian Smith, the convenor of Carstramon Wood Scottish Wildlife
Trust (SWT) reserve. Carstramon Wood (grid ref. NX 592 605) is listed as one of the top
bluebell woods in Britain. It used to be a good site for wood warblers but there haven’t
been any of these for the past few years. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) Wood of Cree reserve, just north of Newton Stewart, just been consistently
coppiced and it appears that this benefits wood warblers which are present there. There
has been no woodland management of this type at Carstramon Wood.
Brian explained that a visit by the Royal Scottish Forestry Society had raised the
suggestion of making some coppice clearings within the wood to prevent the site
becoming composed entirely of oak standards. It has taken two years but in April 2012 a
group of volunteers undertook to clear two coupes. These will be monitored to see if this
is beneficial to the woodland ecology. The cut wood will be extracted using an Iron Horse
and taken down to the roadside to sell on.
Archie McConnell of McConnell Wood Products assessed the cut wood and reported that
any lengths with kinks or bends would be fit for firewood only. In the 16 th century local
tower houses would have been able to use 20 foot lengths of wood whether they had
bends or not, but nowadays the logs have to be able to go through a machine saw and
therefore need to be straight. There also has to be a full lorry load for the wood collection
to be cost effective. There was a discussion about the various uses of oak. In France the
wood could have gone directly to a flooring mill but there isn’t one of these in Scotland.
Archie suggested that the best way for SWT to proceed would be to bring in a mobile
sawmill and process the logs on site. They could then build a log hut on site using curved
beams.
There was a discussion about the conservation merits of coppicing woodlands. Kate Holl
(Scottish Natural Heritage) said that natural processes will cause trees to fall down and
create space which trees will then grow up in. The even age structure of the wood is due
to management in the past which has now stopped. Peter Quelch said that on the south
side of the Solway in Cumbria, oak woodland is actively being coppiced and traditional
craftsmen make many products from the oak. Wood from Carstramon Wood was used in
the past for bobbins, charcoal and bark tanning, and perhaps in the future could be used
for new products.

“... OK - man goes into a wood ...”
Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly
(Silly caption by editor! Should really be something like: Archie McConnell talking about timber use at Carstramon Wood)
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Kirkdale Sawmill, SE of Creetown (27th April)
Michael Ansell
Dr David Hannay (local landowner and member of an ancient Galloway lineage) and Jim
Walker were kind enough to show the group around one of the few working waterpowered sawmills in Scotland... except it was not fully working on the day, due to some
alignment work being required on the mill wheel teeth.
The sawmill itself (grid ref. NX 516 533) dates from the early 1800s and was used until as
recently as the 1970s. In the 1920s and 1930s it was converted to produce hydro power for
an electric saw and to supply lighting to Kirkdale House.
Water is abstracted from a small reservoir (this used to be much larger and is nowadays
sufficient for only about an hour’s milling at a time) on the Kirkdale Burn. The water
passes from the dam through a lade to the overshot mill wheel.
Dr Hannay specialises in milling local hardwood, mainly from his own land including
lime, oak, elm ash and sycamore. Samples of most of these milled woods as well as
softwoods such as cedar were on display in the mill store-room. The local hardwoods are
made available for sale.
The mill is set in a well wooded glen which runs up to the prehistoric chambered cairs at
Cairn Holy (Carn na h-Ulaidh) for ‘cairn of the treasure-trove’. The glen itself is crossed by
three bridges, one of the middle ages near the mill, the second by Robert Adam and the
newest across the present line of the busy A75.
Below the A75 the burn falls steeply down towards the shore through Ravenshall Wood.
Dr Hannay is considering the utilisation of this further head for a modern hydro turbine
set.

Kirkdale sawmill

Photo: Michael Ansell
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Ravenshall Wood, SE of Creetown (27th April)
Clare Winsch
Ravenshall Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) (grid ref. NX
517 529) is recognised for its ‘lowland mixed broadleaved woodland’,
‘lichen assemblage’ and ‘vascular plant assemblage’. According to the
SSSI site description: ’It is one of the best examples of maritimeinfluenced mixed broadleaved woodland in Dumfries & Galloway’. It
also has interesting invertebrates including ‘Scotch argus and purple
hairstreak butterflies, two species of unusual grasshopper and a rare cave-dwelling wood
louse’.

Ravenshall Wood
Winsch

Photo: Clare

Ravenshall Wood is in the
Kirkdale Glen between
the A75 and the sea, and
stretches either side of the
glen on low cliffs above
the beach. The glen has
several bridges associated
with the coast road: the
first was built probably in
the sixteenth century and
is adjacent to the waterpowered sawmill visited
earlier in the afternoon.
An Adam bridge built
1780-1790
was
later
doubled in size between
1930s and 1950s and is
nearer the sea than the
first. It has a conduit for
otters beneath it, but
otters are still killed
crossing the road. The
modern bridge is the
nearest to the sea and its
construction led to the
relocation of an ice house,
probably originally built
in the eighteenth century.

Kirkdale Glen is a steep-sided valley with ramsons (wild garlic) and bluebells in flower on
the day of our visit. Water flow in the river ranges from 7 litres per second in summer to
700 litres per second in winter. The wood includes Curdle Motte which is probably a
Victorian look-out as it is thought not really big enough to be Medieval.
The SSSI is in ‘favourable’ condition but John Douglass, who surveyed the lichen
community, indicated a management issue concerning maintenance of the lichen interest,
particularly where it is being overgrown and shaded or displaced by ivy. Ivy is common
along this coast, but the lichens are unusual and include 10 nationally-scarce species. One
of the NWDG members commented that removal of ivy was unnecessary, particularly as
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the removal process could damage adjacent lichens, and all that was required would be to
cut the ivy stems six inches (15 cm) above ground. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) may
set up a contract to do this. On other sites, ivy may be coveted because its berries and
nectar are valuable for wildlife. The ivy is not a pest in itself, but in the Ravenshall context
it is less valuable than the lichen community.
The wood is remarkable
for including lichens
characteristic of both
south and north Britain
in the same location.
The site is also unusual
because of the growth of
notable lichens on rocks
as well as on trees,
although it is known
that these lichens grow
on rocks in the west of
Scotland and further
north – for example on
beaches in Appin. (See
the dark growth on the lefthand side of the boulder in
the picture of the beach and
in the close-up below.)

Ravenshall beach

Photo: Clare Winsch

Different communities of
lichen
are
notable,
including members of the
Lobarion community and
Parmelia revoluta.
P.
revoluta is fairly common
in the UK on moderately
acid bark but is sensitive to
sulphur dioxidde pollution
and is one of the Parmelia
species used as indicators
of air purity. On a scale of
0 to 10, where 10 is clean
air, P. revoluta occurs only
in air of grade 7 and above
Sticta dufourii (lichen) at Ravenshall
Photo: Clare Winsch
(New
Naturalist
&
Museum of Wales guides
to lichens), indicating that the air in Ravenshall is relatively unpolluted.
There is concern that the wood contains the non-native sycamore. Removal of all the
sycamore has been proposed but these trees host some of the important lichens. One
NWDG member also raised the question of whether or not the sycamore shades the wood
generally to the overall detriment of the lichens. The debate continues, but selective
harvesting of the sycamore may take place of those trees free of valuable lichens. A further
concern is that SNH protocol requires that SSSIs are reassessed on a six-year cycle, but not
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every site will be monitored this frequently and it is not known how long lichen
communities take to recover.
A final interesting point concerned the dead elms in Ravenshall Wood: the timber of this
tree matures after death and may be left standing to be harvested as needed, perhaps to
the nearby saw mill.

Ravenshall wood and beach

Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly

In Ravenshall wood

Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly
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Taliesin (28th April)
Dorothy Dahl
For those of us of a North American Indian disposition, Taliesin (NX 793 556), between
Gelston and Auchencairn, was a must! On a very minor road, among delightful
woodland, there is a tall rustic gateway telling us we had arrived at Taliesin, where we
were warmly greeted in a North American accent by Ed Inglehart. A ‘man of many
pairts’, he told us the origins of this community woodland, part of the Dumfries and
Galloway Millenium Forest Project, for which there was unfortunately no funding.
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) had previously sold off 23 acres which eventually
were purchased for community use. Ed described the area as a glacial wasteland which
until about 15 years ago was heavily grazed. When the grazing stopped the trees started
to reappear. Some planting has also taken place.

Rustic buildings at Taliesin

Photo: Dot Dahl

The idea is to have a haven into which groups of people, especially young people and
particularly children, can immerse themselves in the outdoors. To help with this a couple
of rustic buildings have been installed;
these can be linked together by a large
canvas sheet to provide shelter for
outdoor workshops and group catering
when the weather is inclement. The
kitchen is an outdoor one too. Oh, and a
loo with a view! Both the loo and one of
the buildings sport wattle and daub
construction, the oak supports on stone
pads to prevent rot, all joints pegged and
hazel from the immediate woodlands
used for weaving the structure for the
application of the daub. We learned how
important urine is in making the walls
and earth floors watertight. Useful! And
the thatched loo roof – definitely a musthave! We met the thatcher, Jem Cox,
who collected the reeds locally and
whose design incorporated an east-facing
siting – to warm the loo seat in the
morning! A composting loo, of course,
emptied once a year and aided by a
plastic compost cone.
The thatched loo at Taliesin

Photo: Dot Dahl
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Joules Cox told us local people come and learn about green wood working, bushcraft,
canoe building, dyking, and wild and not so wild harvesting. (Ed stressed that there is no
effort to be puritanical and so one finds domestic fruit trees tucked away in the oddest of
places.)
In a delightful cherry grove surrounded by bracken, Ed pointed out how planting the
cherry trees among the bracken put paid to it. He also mentioned planting beech to
control Japanese knotweed.
On our way out we
passed a beautiful
larger-than-life size
wicker sculpture, by
Trevor Leat, of three
people supporting
each other, and were
reminded that hazel
is the basis for the
structure of such
works of art –
another reason for
working hard to
restore hazel coppice
locally.
And so to Potterton
Wicker sculpture at Taliesin
Photo: Dot Dahl
Hill, just across the
road, where just
such efforts are taking place. FCS allow Taliesin to manage 12 acres of Potterton Wood,
with the proviso that efforts are made at coppicing. They provided a fence to keep out
grazing. Hazel and birch are regenerating and the birch needs to be removed to allow the
hazel to flourish. As ever at Taliesin, this is work for volunteers. The idea here is to
introduce a 7 / 8 year coppice rotation.
Taliesin and the adjacent Potterton Hill is quite a magical place. It is just too far from
Castle Douglas for people to get there on foot. Vehicles are needed. On the other hand,
being a bit removed from the urban situation has its advantages, keeping it wild and
wonderful for young people and the young at heart!

Torglass Wood (28th April)
Carol Crawford
After everyone else left, a small group visited Torglass Wood (grid ref. NX 787 584), about
3 miles from Taliesin, led by Ed Iglehart. Ed and I prospected this small steep wood a
month earlier to assess its potential for NWDG members who wanted to linger longer in
Galloway. Ed visited the owners to check that a visit would be OK, and found them
equally enthusiastic about its charms and happy to be leaving nature to manage it.
The canopy is ancient multi-stemmed oak and ash, some birch, sycamore and beech, and
many younger ash and rowans lower down. Rock is often on or near the surface and there
were several old quarries fronted by screes of shale or slate.
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There was a rich flora (National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W9) including
barren and wild strawberry, lesser celandine, herb robert, enchanter’s nightshade, threeveined sandwort, common dog violet, dog’s mercury, bluebell and sweet vernal-grass all
in flower. Honeysuckle twined up many stems. Each multi-stem had a story to tell and
Peter Quelch indicated how they would have been worked.
We climbed to the top fence and over into wonderful wood pasture with short-stemmed
wide branching oaks, shaped by the wind. Hawthorns and ash were about too. Ruth and
Peter sat bouncing on the arm of an oak and others went under an upside-down oak which
was still alive.
Higher still, on scree
terraces, Piers found
the first early purple
orchids and soon a
healthy
population
could be picked out
against the rocks.
Down then, passing an
area of almost pure ash
over bluebell (how do
you class that in the
NVC?) and next an
area with too much
sycamore regeneration.
Then back at the road
and time to go home.

Torglass Wood in winter
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BOOK REVIEWS
Gardens of Earthly Delight – the History of Deer Parks by John
Fletcher
Published by Windgather Press (Oxbow Books)
(2011). ISBN 978-1-905119-36-3.
Review by Coralie Mills
As a deer vet by profession, and an internationally
respected expert in deer behaviour and
management, John Fletcher is uniquely placed to
explore the history of deer parks and man’s long
relationship with deer from an informed and
practical perspective. John takes the long view,
delving back into deep pre-history and
archaeology for origins, and assuming a global
scale for his impressive examination of the historic
evidence for the evolution of deer hunting and
deer parks. Underpinning all is the concept of
parks and their products – venison especially – as
an ultimate expression of high status.
This book makes you think (well, it made me think in any case) not just about the history
of deer parks but about the evolution of the human psyche and our relationship with the
natural world. It reveals why many of us carry within us a notion of paradise which is
very like a medieval deer park. If you have regard for evolutionary biology, as well as
history, then you will probably like the author’s approach.
What, then, does this have to do with trees or woodlands? Well, a great deal really,
because of the wooded nature of many of the surviving historic deer parks. Indeed, the
author introduces his account from aloft in the branches of an ancient oak tree, where he
waits, undetected by the deer beneath, to deploy his vet’s tranquiliser gun. The book is as
much about landscape history as it is about deer, and the evidence is presented
convincingly regarding the degree to which medieval deer parks were artefacts – manmade cultural landscapes rather than relicts of the wildwood – and thus may be seen as a
stage on the continuum towards the more formal designed landscapes of the 17th and 18th
centuries. It is no accident then that our oldest known living oak trees in Scotland, of late
medieval date, are in deer parks at Cadzow (Chatelherault) near Hamilton and Dalkeith
near Edinburgh, and were very probably planted, as the evidence of underlying rig and
furrow attests at Cadzow. Of particular interest to NWDG readers will be the exploration
of ancient woodland management techniques used in deer parks, showing how grazing
and productive woodland can co-exist. The author also examines how parks evolved to
encompass both ornament and utility, and were managed to provide many other useful
products besides venison.
This book is not just an account of Scottish deer parks. It is much broader than that, but
fortunately for NWDG readers the author is from Scotland and does include a good
number of Scottish examples and illustrations. Britain has many more surviving deer
parks than anywhere else. However, compared to England, deer parks in Scotland have
been relatively little studied; there is much more research to be done, even just to establish
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a baseline of the surviving parks in Scotland, let alone to unravel their histories. The
holistic, multi-disciplinary approach embodied in this very wide-ranging and wellillustrated book will hopefully inspire those future studies. ‘Gardens of Earthly Delight’ is
recommended reading for anyone interested in our cultural landscape history.

Atlantic Hazel, Scotland’s Special
Woodlands by Sandy & Brian
Coppins
Published by Atlantic Hazel Action Group (2012).
ISBN 978-0-9572034-0-2
Review by Chris Marsh
Many NWDG members will be familiar through
the pages of this newsletter, or possibly from
attending an excellent NWDG Lower Plant
workshop, of the strengthening argument for the
classification of hazel woods as a woodland type
in their own right, rather than as simply a
transient habitat or (commonly) an impoverished
remnant of a more species-diverse native
woodland type. The case for this re-assessment
has come about mainly through the work of Brian
and Sandy Coppins over the last twenty five
years and has therefore emerged primarily from consideration of lichens within these
woods.
On a purely personal note, I first met the Coppins’ in 2002 shortly after taking a chainsaw
to an area of ‘neglected hazel coppice’ on the corner of a croft I was subletting on Skye.
Equipped with an MSc in Environmental Forestry and the relevant chainsaw certificates I
was, to my way of thinking, instigating a much-needed one-man Ground-Flora-&Butterfly-Revival project. Imagine my discomfort therefore when meeting Sandy shortly
after and having just read their (& Peter Quelch’s) paper in British Wildlife: ‘Atlantic
hazelwoods: some observations on the ecology of this neglected habitat from a lichenological
perspective’. This paper was a metaphorical Line in the Sand representing as it does the
first formal declaration that through considering lichen diversity, persistence and
longevity, hazelwood dynamics are not as they had previously been perceived and hence
categorised. Indeed, without fundamentally altering the pervading, conventional mindset,
we will continue to damage that which we might seek to conserve.
In my defence, anyone starting out with an interest in woodlands, forestry, trees and nature
will, at some point early on in their education, learn about The Beneficial Effects of Rejuvenating Old Coppice (indeed, the Radio Times lists just such a documentary on telly
this week I notice). The rhythms and ecological dependencies that centuries of rotational
clearfell coppicing can establish, the easily-understandable loss of diversity that
subsequent ‘neglect’ brings about, then finally the simple act of Human Intervention reestablishing those rhythms is a potent one. For the wannabe conservationist, frustrated by
their growing understanding of Man’s negative impact on the planet and yearning to Do
Something to help, re-coppicing perfectly fits the bill. We now know the picture can be a
lot more complex…
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Since the British Wildlife paper in 2002, the Word has been kept alive amongst the NWDG
faithful, but also developed and spread by the Atlantic Hazel Action Group and Plantlife
workshops whilst waiting for someone to draw together the new thinking and – perhaps
more importantly – outline how this new understanding brings with it a new outlook on
management required to perpetuate Atlantic hazelwoods. And now here it is!
The first thing that strikes you when you first lay eyes on ‘Atlantic Hazel...’ is the cover. In
A4 softback format the front cover is a full length glossy colour photograph of a hazel
stand: a characteristically leafy, grassy, mossy, multi-stemmed lichen-encrusted hazel
stand lit by a slanting shaft of sunlight penetrating the open canopy and making the whole
composition shimmer in a vaguely transcendental way. Everything that makes hazel
woods special is here and I defy any reader to not feel transported back to at least one
hazel wood they’ve encountered in the past and to recall (perhaps re-evaluate?) how
indeed unique and special hazel woods truly are.
In fact the large scale – dare I say ‘magazine-style’ – format is absolutely the right choice
for this subject. The book is brim full of large and beautiful photographs suggesting at first
that the publication is simply a celebration of hazel wood diversity. The title emblazoned
on the cover (perhaps too enigmatically?) could support that assumption. It simply states
‘Atlantic Hazel – Scotland’s Special Woodlands’ and I worried that the book was perhaps
destined for the coffee tables of the Righteous as opposed to the forester’s or
farmer/crofter’s library (think SNH’s Natural Heritage booklets such as ‘Boglands’ or
‘Amphibians & Reptiles’ – accessible and celebratory but ultimately more style than
content – my kids used them at primary school which is great but a little too dumbed
down to guarantee them long term placement in the Reference Section of my wee study!).
Luckily, at over 100 pages, ‘Atlantic Hazel’ is chunky enough to have a spine (with the title
emblazoned on as well) which means that it won’t disappear, or be too easily overlooked,
on the bookshelf. This is an important point because – on closer inspection – this book is
far more than A Celebration.
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George Peterken provides the Foreword which is both apologetic – for overlooking hazel
and other wood pasture habitat types when devising his Stand Type classification way
back in the early 1980s – and complimentary – for the work of (especially) lichenologists
for correcting this. He ends by saying “This book will, I hope, put oceanic hazel woods on the
map, greatly enlarge the number of people who will take an interest and promote a greater
willingness to look after those that survive”. This then is the first inkling of Just Who Exactly
Is This Book For? I’ll come back to that at the end…
The book (six chapters in all, and one appendix) can be summarised as having three main
‘sections’. It opens with a consideration of the hazel tree itself and its spatial dynamics en
masse as a self-perpetuating woodland, then the broad diversity of its associated species is
described (ferns, mosses, lichens etc) with reference to features/functionality of hazel
woods that has led to these associations (even dependencies) and finally, consideration is
given as to how to assess and then manage hazel woods. Throughout, the pages display
all the tricks and techniques of modern word processing and publishing: all manner of
typeface, bold and italic emphases, shaded/boxed technical and special interest facts,
quotes and anecdotes from the likes of Rackham & Tansley, Dorothy Una Ratcliffe &
Albert von Szent-Gyorgyi(!) to modern day fonts of knowledge: plant identification
websites and Wikipedia. This creates an informative yet easy to digest style and all the
while supported by sumptuous (but illustrative) photographs, tables, maps and line
drawings. By doing so, I imagine you could read this book at a number of different levels
– skirting Latin names or the technical definition of oceanicity for example – but picking
up useful facts (for example hazelnuts float) or arming you with the ability to take a stab at
describing the grazing history of your local hazel woods over the last hundred years or so
when next you visit.
At all times the language is clear and concise. The early chapters are probably the most
‘scientific’ in tone, describing hazel as a species and then the native tree, its post glacial
spread and distribution and ultimately analysis of natural stand dynamics that now
elevate it to a Woodland Type in its own right. This is done in a logical and meticulous
manner and clearly presents the facts that underlie this. To an ‘enlightened’ NWDG
reader (i.e. one who already ‘gets’ hazel woods), there is a slight sense of repetitiveness
here. However this is I feel excusable as the authors are not only trying to present the
evolution of understanding to where we are now, but at the same time tackle many of the
preconceptions and perennial questions that linger with the layperson regarding hazels. Is
it a tree or a shrub? Is it woodland or scrub? Does the presence of multiple stems mean
coppicing has been carried out? What percentage of hazel in wood makes it a hazelwood?
Will hazel survive indefinitely with/without intervention? All the while, Brian and Sandy
bring the argument and uncertainty back to the central theme: that hazel and hazel woods
are a self-perpetuating habitat that can persist without coppicing. Repetition of this
message is forgiveable as it is clearly one of the book’s most crucial ‘take home’ messages.
By page 40, we arrive at the plant (and fungi) life of
hazel woods. Here we have contributions from Ben
Averis, Liz Holden and Gordon Rothero who have
written neat, often lyrical, synopses of their particular
botanical fields. The completist in me wanted this
section to be far more comprehensive/exhaustive (“I
want to know all the species of moss/lichen/fern that
are found in hazel woods!”) but clearly this is not
That Book if ever there could be one. What we have
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instead, augmented by fantastic photographs of twigs, trunks and stools bearing typical
assemblages and characteristic species, is a sense of the richness and variety that these
woods can support. Common names have been used extensively, I suspect to maintain
accessibility, and whilst purists may decry this approach, I think it helps the novice begin
to identify and gain confidence in understanding some of the overwhelming complexity
that can be on show. Octopus suckers, frilly-fruited jelly skin, blackberries in custard,
mealy-rimmed shingle lichen, bleeding broadleaf crust and the various speckle bellies not
only reveal a rich, evocative spectrum of wondrous Life but will undoubtedly provoke the
reader to get out and try to find at least some of them for themselves.
Of course these chapters are the literal and metaphorical heart of the book. Hazel stems
and woods are to some extent just the architectural framework upon which these ofteninternationally-endangered biota are strewn. And it is here also that knowledge can reach
its boundaries but is in some instances still expanding as I write. The story of glue fungus
and its seeming (not yet conclusive) relationship with the Hazel Gloves is outlined as an
illustration of this frontier of understanding. This will frustrate some enquiring minds
(“surely we can get to the bottom of this association!”) but satisfy others (“isn’t it great that
there is still some sense of mystery – even Wonder – in our regard for these old woods”).
All in all, I think the authors have picked a reasonable point on the spectrum between
exhaustively comprehensive lists of Latin names and a bunch of pretty pictures to bring
the key Botanical Associates to the reader’s attention.
And finally, and only just beyond half way through, we come to the ‘Practical’ part of the
book. How do you make a judgement about the condition and value of a hazel wood?
Furthermore, what can one do to sensitively manage a hazel wood to conserve this value?
This is where the large format photographs really help: lots and lots of photos of different
woods and hazel stools and stems in all seasons, all states of health/disrepair and with
supportive text that helps describe what we are seeing. Whenever I take photographs of
woodlands and print them on paper, I always feel that the two-dimensional representation
simply cannot do justice to the 3D reality. Here the photographs haven’t lost that ‘depth’
and consequently the reader can get a sense of what’s really going on in the woods into the
distance (stool spacing, browsing, ground flora distribution and condition etc) and not just
in the foreground. Indeed it is this ability to ‘read’ the woodland’s spatial character and
that of the hazel stools themselves (size, single trunk/multi-stemmed, age distribution of
shoots) that will enable the reader to begin to plan appropriate management.
I first encountered the described Assessment Criteria on a Plantlife workshop a few years
ago and – if memory serves me well – it had been arrived at by the Atlantic Hazel Action
Group. Essentially the step-by-step survey method is aimed at enabling land managers to
determine the biodiversity value of a hazel wood through a series of judgements based
around stand density, observation of salient botanical features (lichen presence, variety of
ground flora species), evidence and extent of browsing, the age diversity of stems per
hazel stool etc. In the book considerable text is spent helping the surveyor make accurate
decisions throughout this process. The appendix also pares this down to a simple tabular
survey format which I imagine was intended to be photocopied (useful A4 format) and
taken into the field; taking the whole book is less convenient because of its size, relatively
fragile softback binding and ‘high gloss’ pages (best left on that coffee table!). As a survey
methodology it is a relatively simplistic but empowering one, giving the user a set of
observational tools to arrive at a value of species-richness. Less empowering is the next
step: to contact the Action Group with your score and find out whether further specialist
input might be warranted or verification undertaken, as the scoring method is apparently
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valid in applications for agri-environment measures and grant-aid under the Scotland
Rural Development Programme (SRDP).
Perhaps my greatest gripe with the book relates to how the book tackles the almostubiquitous subject of grazing pressure on hazel woods. As we’re predominantly talking
about the west coast of Scotland, it is centuries of grazing tradition that has most
significantly influenced hazel woods rather than clearfell coppicing. This can be wild deer
browsing as well as managed agricultural livestock and as with many habitat types in this
region (heaths, grasslands and open woodland types) an element of grazing is not only
tolerable but actually beneficial in maintaining condition and species-richness. Both
Overgrazing and No Grazing are identified as detrimental, and hence the subsequent text
continues to assess and represent examples of light, moderate, heavy and continuous
heavy grazing to illustrate impacts and long term effects. However, at no point is the
reader given a sense of what differentiates, say, light from moderate grazing. Is 5 or 25
sheep per hectare moderate? Are cattle and sheep stocking densities equivalent in terms of
impact? What about pigs? Are there better seasons to graze than others from the point of
view of hazel/botanical conservation? Whilst I appreciate that site fertility, aspect, soil
type, hazel age and stand density will all have so much bearing on the resilience of a wood
to browsing impact that the authors have understandably steered clear from hard and fast
grazing prescriptions, the importance of this habitat and its prevalence across west coast
landscapes are such that a little more guidance (even case studies representing different
quantified grazing regimes) would truly broaden the value of the advisory management
chapters of this book to the most significant land managers on the west coast – farmers and
crofters.
That brings me to the end of the book. All in all it is ambitious but successful in its
mission: starting with rigorous scientific ecological argument, broadening its focus to
describe and enchant with the inclusion of hazel’s lush and diverse botanical associates
and then turning towards teaching survey techniques to empower the reader into making
judgements of stands of hazel (even solitary veteran hazel ‘standards’) to arrive at
appropriate management. And all the while, the language, the presentation and the
photographs endorse the message: these woods are Special.
So who is the book for? Well it undoubtedly deserves to be essential reading for anyone
going through a forestry or woodland training no matter how conventional (even the most
mono-cultural of Sitka forests can harbour remnant hazels). Trainee ecologists too should
digest this on their journey towards a surveying or advisory future. But most importantly,
for anyone with a patch of hazel on the holding, croft, farm, estate or humble garden, this
should be compulsory reading. If it keeps just one more chainsaw safely locked in the
shed it has done some good.
Then there are the righteous
NWDG members themselves. For
us, we will read it, proudly
display it on our coffee tables and
pick it up for a wee ‘hit’ of verdant
mossy loveliness when the snow’s
too deep outside or the midges too
fearsome to venture into the real
hazel woods. Thank you Brian
and Sandy, and well done.
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PETER WORMELL (1930-2012)
Many of us in the NWDG knew Peter and were
sad to hear of his death this April. Peter was
active in the NWDG for many years, including
the early years. I saw a lot of him when I was
working in Argyll at various times in the 1980s
and 1990s (when he was the local officer for the
Nature Conservancy Council and Scottish
Natural Heritage) and several times since when I
called in to see him and his wife Jessie at their
house in Benderloch. Peter always made me feel
very welcome at his office and home. He was
always keen to ask about my work and tell me about his. We had a lot of shared interests
and thoughts, and I always found our conversations inspiring and encouraging. Peter’s
knowledge was both wide and detailed (including particular expertise in insects), enabling
him to make useful and interesting links between such different things as insect ecology
and, at much larger scales, the growth forms of trees and the structure of woodland. He
employed his understanding of ecology to great effect in his work, and also in his
wonderful book Pinewoods of the Black Mount. Sometimes Peter would tell me of his early
forestry work in Africa, which I found fascinating. In Britain botanists like me have
always had vegetation classifications and high quality maps available to help us with our
work, but Peter mapped vegetation through vast and remote African landscapes without
any ‘proper’ base maps or habitat classifications at all. He and his colleagues did some
truly pioneering mapwork and habitat survey there. I could see how that work and the
people he met there remained forever with him and continued to influence his approach to
nature conservation here in Scotland. In a similar way the memory of Peter and the lasting
effects of all his good work will always be part of what the west Highlands means to me.
Ben Averis
On the following pages are personal recollections and reflections about Peter, from two
NWDG members who knew him well for many years:

Peter Wormell – personal recollections
Peter Quelch
I first met Peter in the mid 1970s when he worked for the Nature Conservancy at
Barcaldine and I was assistant district officer for the Forestry Commission’s (FC) Lochaber
District which then included Fiunary and Mull. We liaised with Peter about new forestry
planting on SW Mull, and on a field visit to Scobull in 1978 I was struck by his passion for
all things natural. Also his practical approach, which made finding solutions and
compromises fairly easy for us foresters. I remember he was one of the first people I had
met to be even slightly interested in the ruined settlements, when foresters at the time
were quite happy to plant right through them. Now of course one can find many
settlements underneath spruce plantations from the seventies.
Peter did have a strong interest in forestry, having worked for many years at planting new
native woodlands on the island of Rum where he served as Head Warden, and where of
course he met and married his wife Jessie. Peter more or less invented the whole idea of
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new native woodland planting – he was certainly a pioneer in that field. As part of the
Rum afforestation programme Peter started a native tree nursery on the island, and
continued assisting Jessie in running small scale tree nurseries ever after. In fact their
nursery at Barcaldine was not so small scale, and they also encouraged a group of other
young nurserymen in the Oban area. Peter McCracken continues this legacy at Taynuilt
Trees.
Peter maintained his forestry interest by serving on the committees of the Royal Scottish
Forestry Society (RSFS), of which I was secretary for the western region for many years.
Peter always had calm and sensible contributions to any forestry debate. But there was
another aspect of forestry which he excelled in – the native pinewoods. These were less
familiar to me, though we did have several native pinewoods in the Lochaber District, one
of which – Puiteachan, Glenloy – I was later to study in more depth as a historic
woodland.
Peter became very involved in native pinewoods, particularly the Blackmount Pinewoods
near Bridge of Orchy. The story of the Pinewoods of the Black Mount can be seen in the
wonderful book of that name written by Peter and with beautiful woodcuts by
Christopher Wormell. Peter helped the estate to plan new forest blocks, supplied plants,
and worked alongside the forest owners, managers and agents. Robin Fleming of Black
Mount wrote an appreciative foreword about Peter in the book. There was a splendid
launch of the book at Oban’s Corran Halls on 7th Oct 2003. I like to think that some of the
box wood logs which I collected 22 years before at Lynford Arboretum, Thetford, and
which I supplied to Peter, were used in the woodcut carvings for this book!
I am sure I learned my attitude to being an adviser from Peter. I like to think I have been
known throughout my career as ‘the man who said yes’, and I liked to help all enquirers
with my knowledge and experience. Free of charge of course – that’s why the taxpayer
paid my wage, and now my pension! I’m sure Peter had a similar view about public
service.
Looking back, I think Peter’s independence from purely official roles outside of work time
was a revelation to me, and something that influenced my later life. I was brought up
working within a rather old fashioned FC management regime, when it was very rare for
people to do practical forestry-related things outside of working hours, or if they did they
didn’t broadcast that. Too many state foresters had told me that one day they would get a
small sawmill, or take up a woodland craft when they retired, but unfortunately they
never got that chance and it was too late. So thanks to Peter for his example, and also to
another Lorne man, Duncan Henderson, who deliberately retired early to fulfil his own
ambitions while still active. So I took the opportunity myself to do woodland crafts and
small scale sawmilling out of hours, so that when I did retire early, I hit the ground
running as it were.
In the 70s and early 80s, FC district officers carried out all the private woodland advice
and grant administration – a job which I much enjoyed. The private woodland work
brought me into contact with Peter and his Nature Conservancy Council colleagues too, on
for example the Conaglen estate and its native pinewoods. Ironically Peter was due to
show us round the Callop pinewoods near Glenfinnan during the April 2009 excursion of
the NWDG but ill health prevented him from doing so. Peter suffered bravely from
recurring illness in his last years, though never complained considering that we knew it
was of a serious nature. But when I look back through my old slides, in many of them
Peter is talking to a group in the pouring west Highland rain, dressed in workaday
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oilskins and wellies – he always seemed fairly immune to rain, cold or midges. Long hard
slogs up the hill went un-noticed as Peter pointed out all the plants and insects on the way!
While at Barcaldine, Peter also took up shellfish farming in partnership with another local
man – as if he didn’t have enough to occupy him – and I recall his stories of tractors being
stuck and rescued on the beach, and some going under, but not his I think!
Unlike me it was not the cultural heritage that primarily occupied Peter’s mind but the
natural. And what a range of interests he had in natural science – he was an expert on
Burnet Moths for example, one of which inhabited SW Mull. But also the flowers, the
mosses and ferns, the birds – he could name almost any creature or plant you asked about.
Later he explained to myself and visiting groups about the succession of moths and
butterflies on oak trees themselves, and the way caterpillars dropped down to the
woodland floor. These caterpillars ensured that planting young oaks under the canopy
was a waste of time, never mind the low light levels, and yet one still sees empty tubes
from wasted planting under oak canopies.
I was an apprentice at this time on all matters pertaining to native woodlands, even
though a district manager covering all FC duties, and of course I had no idea then that I
would later specialise in native woodlands on a national basis. So I lapped up all sorts of
detail from Peter, from trivial facts to the most basic ecology of woodlands. I remember to
this day when Peter explained the differences between the three locally native sallows, and
the site conditions which they preferred. Later, ironically, as FC native woodland adviser,
I found myself teaching others the same things about willows.
I must say that in the seventies and eighties one did not learn much about conservation
within the FC, except when visiting luminaries such as Finlay McRae or Don McCaskill, or
talking to Barry Auld on Mull who had been a wildlife forester, dealing with rangers and
deer controllers. Duncan Henderson, who had also been wildlife forester within FC West
Scotland before he moved to Loch Awe Forest District as Chief Forester with me, was an
all round naturalist too. We could see that Peter was more than just a keen naturalist (a
skill not uncommon among NCC officers at the time) as we knew that he collected vast
amounts of data on the species that he took most interest in, and wrote in scientific
journals to an extent that we were not even aware of.
One memorable event when Peter’s personal charm was called upon was a small RSFS
group tour to Canna in September 1985. Because of his work contacts Peter knew the
owner John Lorne Campbell and we managed to stay in a bothy on the island and visit the
small woodlands that Peter had been involved in. Because of Peter’s easy way with land
owners we met and indeed had tea with the owner and his American wife, a well known
folklorist.
Perhaps the greatest contribution Peter had in my work life was through the Argyll
oakwoods. I recall the visit of the newly appointed FC Conservation Adviser, Dr Morton
Boyd, oddly enough in the same week after we had been at Canna. Along with Peter we
enthusiastically explored under the dense spruce surrounding Dalavich Oakwood, which
Peter some years before had designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. To our
amazement and delight we found an equally large area of oakwood underplanted with
conifers but which had survived, and the story of its gradual restoration in the years
following is now history.
Peter continued to guide us in our native oakwood restoration at Dalavich. But more than
that he suggested a series of other similar pioneering actions (what would now be
described as Planted Ancient Woodland Site restorations) at Portavadie in Cowal, Glen
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Nant and Glasdrum in Lorne, and Skipness in Kintyre, and no doubt at other key oak
woods. This was all new to us foresters at the time, even though pinewoods were by then
already receiving attention. But the history of the broadleaved native woodland
movement in Scotland really starts with those actions, inspired and assisted in every way
by a great naturalist, Peter Wormell.

L-R: Peter Wormell, Niven MacVicar, Bob Black, Gordon Gray Stephens, Donald McVean, Alan Drever. (Photo: Peter Quelch)

Peter Wormell – some personal reflections
Alan Drever
I have many fond memories of Peter Wormell going back a very long time. He both
inspired and helped me and so many others. He was one of the very few native woodland
pioneering originals left. One of a small band of folk who had the courage of their
convictions to start the swim against the tide.
Peter’s 17 years on Rum, the longest of any Warden, among many other achievements
spawned his pioneering replanting restoration work which was dismissed by other
foresters (reflecting very blinkered times). After establishing Scotland’s first native tree
nursery to fuel Rum’s replanting, Peter produced propagation notes which inspired me
among others to start growing native trees. A later visit to Peter & Jessie’s nursery in
Benderloch after they moved to Argyll provided further stimulation! This pioneering
nursery now lives on as Taynuilt Trees.
I also vividly recall going to see Peter about some good places to visit, when experiencing
Argyll’s native woodlands for the first time. He pointed me in the direction of jewels such
as Ariundle beside Strontian, and Glasdrum above Loch Creran.
My first NWDG meeting was in late 1980s, based in Connel and organised by Peter who
was a founder of the predecessor Native Pinewood Discussion Group. There were only
about 20 of us, with Peter playing such a big part in that memorable and very informal
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event. NWDG visited Rum a few years later, where Peter showed us his now well
established new planted native woodlands!
Moving onto the 1990s my strongest memories are of Peter helping Scottish Native Woods
when he readily agreed to join up with Donald McVean and Peter Quelch to form a Local
Advisory Group for their West Highland Project. I remember well being out in the woods,
along with Bob Black and Gordon Gray Stephens – with the two Peters and Donald
bouncing off each other with their words of wisdom!
Peter also had a longstanding involvement with pinewood restoration on the Black Mount
Estate, working with the Fleming Family. Peter’s inspiring and beautifully illustrated little
book ‘Pinewoods of the Black Mount’ is a prized possession.
My last visit to Peter was in his house a few years ago, when he talked avidly with his
hallmark infectious enthusiasm, about being busy compiling his Rum insect records – he
was an excellent entomologist. Peter also enthused about a woodland restoration project
in Zambia that he was involved with, along with plans to transform the conifer plantation
above his home, which has since been coming to fruition.
Like so many people I will miss Peter’s breadth of knowledge and his great willingness to
share it, along with his great charm and that infectious enthusiasm – and above all his
warmth and kindness. Peter was a very fine person indeed.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND TRAINING COURSES
2013 Annual Excursion
Knoydart is being considered as the location for the excursion in 2013, if we are able to
overcome the obvious practical difficulties associated with such a remote area. As soon as
a final decision is made on location and dates, details will be made available to all
members, by post and email and the NWDG website.

Workshops
Lower plants
This year’s bryophyte and lichen workshops have recently taken place and were well
attended. No doubt there will be more of these workshops in autumn 2013; as soon as
plans (dates, locations etc) are made, the details will be made available on the NWDG
website.
Trees
We are also planning a tree identification workshop: details will appear in due course on
the ‘Workshops’ page of the NWDG website.
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Nordic Woodland History Conference in Iceland, September 2013
This sounds interesting. Alison (Averis) received this letter to NWDG from Tróndur
Leivsson of the Iceland Forest Service, about a conference there in September 2013:
Dear Dr. Averis.
On behalf of Mr Jón Loftsson, director of the Iceland Forest Service, I take this opportunity
as a NWDG member to kindly ask for your assistance in communicating the following
information to people in the British Isles who are involved in woodland and forestry
history.
Nordisk skoghistorisk konferanse, which might be translated into English as ‘the Nordic
Woodland History Conference’, is a joint network between museums (both professional
and local amateurs) and also private individuals within the Nordic region, who are
occupied with different aspects of woodland and forestry history. This network, the
Nordic Woodland History Conference, arranges an annual conference in a turn between
the Nordic countries, and they also welcome external participation.
In 2013, the Nordic Woodland History Conference will be held in Iceland, and the Iceland
Forest Service will be the hosting institution. The conference will be from 12 th to 15th
September 2013, and the venue announced later this winter. The preliminary/working title
is: Bruk av fremmede treslag i skogreisning, historiskt, ökonomisk og ökologisk (Use of
exotic tree species in afforestation; with emphasis on historical, economic and ecological
aspects).
On behalf of Mr Loftsson, I would kindly ask you to disseminate the information above to
the members of the NWDG Woodland History Conference (formerly the Scottish
Woodland History Discussion Group Conference). Participation at the Nordic Woodland
History Conference, both passive audience and lectures/presentations, will be warmly
welcomed. Those interested in this conference can make direct contact to Mr Jón Loftsson,
director, Iceland Forest Service, at jonlof@skogur.is More information will be at hand on
www.skogur.is later this winter.
Yours sincerely,
Tróndur Leivsson
jonlof@skogur.is

Willows in Iceland (based on a photo from www. fredhoogervorst.com)
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NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP CONSTITUTION
Name: The organisation shall be the Native Woodlands Discussion Group.
Aims and objectives: The purpose of the group is to encourage interest in native woodlands, their
ecology and management.
Membership: Membership of the group will be: (a) Individual, (b) Family (1.5 x full rate) or (c)
Concessionary (0.5 x full rate). Membership of the group will cease 18 months after the payment of
an annual subscription. Committee will advise the Meetings Organiser for the year of the fee for
attendance of non-members.
Officers and committee:
a.
The group elects a committee. The committee shall co-opt or appoint such officers
as are considered necessary. Officers will be eligible to vote at committee meetings.
b.
Committee members shall serve for three years, but shall be eligible for re-election.
c.
The chairperson shall be nominated by the committee and endorsed by the Annual
General Meeting.
d.
All members are free to attend committee meetings.
Accounts:
a.
b.
c.

The financial year shall be the calendar year
The committee will set the annual membership fee before the end of October.
The treasurer will keep accounts and present a financial report by 15th March each
year. The accounts shall be independently audited by a competent person before
presentation.

Annual General Meeting: An AGM shall be held at such a date as is determined by the committee.
Notification of that meeting shall appear in the newsletter at least one month prior to the AGM.
Business at the AGM shall be determined by a simple majority except changes to the constitution
which shall require a two-thirds majority of those members present. Family membership entitles up
to two votes if both are present. The chairperson and the treasurer will each submit a report at the
AGM.
Meetings: The committee shall organise or authorise any member to organise such meetings as
considered desirable.
Publications: The committee shall approve such publications as are considered desirable, and which
carry the group's endorsement.

NWDG OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Objectives: The purpose of the Group is to encourage interest in native woods, their ecology and
management, with a particular emphasis in Northern Britain.
Activities:
 Organise at least one Field Meeting with related discussion each year.
 Organise Workshops on subjects suggested by members (initially two per year).
 Issue Newsletters (currently two per year) with an emphasis on members’ contributions.
 Maintain contact with like-minded organisations through the membership.
Membership:

This is open to any interested individual. (There is no corporate membership.)

Subscription:

According to the following categories Ordinary individual
Family
Concessions./Unwaged

£20 per year
£30 per year
£10 per year

Subscriptions should be sent to the Membership Secretary (Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East
Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280; email: alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk). There is a £2
annual discount for those paying by Standing Order: please ask for a form.
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NWDG COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS
Chair: Coralie Mills; tel: 0131 669 9385; email: coraliem@hotmail.co.uk
Minutes Secretary: Ruth Anderson, Dundavie, Glen Fincastle, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH16
5RN; tel/fax: 01796 474 327; email: ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk
Treasurer & Membership Secretary, and Website Editor: Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws
Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280;
email: alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Ben Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX;
tel: 01620 870 280 / 07767 058 322; email: benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
Field Meeting: Ruth Anderson, Dundavie, Glen Fincastle, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH16
5RN; tel/fax 01796 474 327; email: ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk
Woodland History: Mairi Stewart; email: mairi_skye@hotmail.com
Woodland History: Jonathan Wordsworth; email:
j.wordsworth@archaeologyscotland.org.uk
Member: Alasdair Boulton; email: alasdair_boulton@hotmail.co.uk
Member: Sarah Toulson; email: sarahtoulson@googlemail.com
Member: Juliet Robinson; email: julietprobinson@gmail.com
Member: Christina Byrne; email: c.byrne@ccw.gov.uk; tel: 07968 146 829

NWDG website: www.nwdg.org.uk

Oaks at Anwoth/Cardoness

Photo: Phil Friston-Reilly
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Knockman Wood, Galloway, as shown on Blaeu’s 1654 map (with permission from National Library of Scotland)...

... and in April 2012 (NWDG at Boreland Neolithic Cairn; photo by Jonathan Wordsworth)

Aspens and rowans on Hoodens Hill, Galloway (photo by Rob Soutar)
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