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EDITORIAL 

Ben Averis 

Welcome to the Spring 2016 newsletter, which includes reports of some NWDG events in 
2015 (woodland history conference, PAWS workshop and two items from last summer’s 
excursion), notes on future NWDG events, the report of the Native Pinewood Managers 
meeting in 2015, a Forest Policy Group update and two book reviews.  As usual, I hope 
you all like it and I thank all who have contributed.  Thinking of future newsletters, please 
don’t hesitate to send me any woodland-related writing, photographs or artwork.  Thanks. 

Ben 
 

 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
Kate Holl 
 
It’s early April as I write this and there is already a perceptible greening around the hedges 
and woods as leaves begin to flush with the influence of the recent rain. Things are starting 
to grow again, which turns thoughts to spring and spending more time outdoors and 
anticipating this year’s round of NWDG activities.  There is a lot to look forward to this 
year. First off – the annual excursion (25th-28th May), this year to the Isle of Mull. (We did 
look into member’s first choice which was Rum and Eigg but discovered that the logistics 
were just too complicated, too much time spent on boats and not enough good woods to 
get our teeth into!) Mull, on the other hand, offers a huge range of exciting woodland 
possibilities and we look forward to revealing the detailed programme to you very shortly.  
Hope to see many of you there! 
 
We have a range of workshops planned for this year to include bryophyte ID for 
beginners, bryophyte ID for improvers and hopefully also lichen identification and how to 
assess herbivore impacts in woodland.  More details will be sent out (and put on the 

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER:  Copy date for Autumn 2016 
newsletter: 15th October 2016 (to go out in November-December 2016). We welcome 
contributions such as group or organisation reports, woodland reports/updates, articles 
about anything to do with woodland, shorter items of news, letters to the editor, reviews of 
books or other publications relating to native woodland, and illustrations. Contributions 
should aim to be less than 1500 words long (though some understandably end up longer), in 
Microsoft Word and sent to me along with your contact details.  NEW PUBLICATIONS: If you 
have written or co-written a book or booklet which would interest our members, we can 
enclose your fliers with our mailings. This service is free to individual members; there is a 
charge of £20 (to cover postage & packing) for organisations and non-members.  We can 
also get books reviewed – just send a copy to the editor. If you would like to review a 
particular book, please let the editor know. We are usually able to obtain a free review copy 
from the publisher, and if you review it the book is yours to keep.  ELECTRONIC COPIES OF 
NEWSLETTER: If you would prefer to receive future newsletters electronically as PDF files 
and not in printed form, please send me an email requesting this and include the email 
address you want the file to be emailed to. 

Ben Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX 
Tel. 01620 870 280 / 07767 058 322.  Email benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk
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NWDG website) once the events are finalised.  The Woodland History Conference will be 
held as usual in late October, almost certainly at Battleby again, and we will have a date and 
title soon. 
 
We hope you find plenty to interest you in this latest issue of the Newsletter with reports 
from the 2015 Native Pinewood Managers Meeting; last year’s 20th anniversary Woodland 
History Conference and the 2015 PAWS workshop. There is also an update from the 
Forest Policy Group, and book reviews to tempt you. 
 
Elsewhere, things that have been happening that will have consequences for native 
woodland in Scotland include the UK Committee on Climate Change’s latest publication, 
which urges “strong action (is) needed, including afforestation involving 16,000 hectares per 
year of new forest planting.”  This is potentially a real opportunity for expansion of native 
woodland, but there is pressure from the commercial forestry sector for this target to be 
met by planting more exotic conifers. 
 
Scotland’s second Land Use Strategy was published in March this year, and amongst other 
things it sets out the importance of managing natural resources with an ecosystems 
approach to land use as well as continuing to explore the potential of catchment-based 
approaches for managing land – all good stuff, but how can we help ensure the rhetoric 
becomes reality? 
 
The public consultation for the Land Use Strategy highlighted the importance of 
establishing a strategic vision for Scotland’s uplands.  This is indeed important in a country 
where 70% of the land is classed as upland, and where in order to meet the plethora of 
targets for such things as carbon sequestration, timber and food production, flood 
mitigation and biodiversity we are going to have to challenge some of the strongly held 
beliefs and taboos about Scotland’s (treeless) uplands.  Measures being introduced through 
the land reform bill for deer management could herald the beginning of a new era of wild 
herbivore management linked to delivering biodiversity or habitat condition targets. There 
is still much work to be done, but the potential rewards could be huge for native 
woodlands. 
 
Forestry Commission Scotland have recently published the results of their survey on 
Woodfuel Demand and Usage in Scotland which shows that the total quantity of woodfuel used 
in 2014 rose to 1.1 million (oven dry) tonnes – an increase of nearly 50% since 2012.  28% 
of this total goes to feed the five wood pellet plants operating in Scotland. Whilst this is 
good news for carbon emissions there needs to be more joined-up thinking about resource 
management, as the growth in this sector is creating a significant demand for wood fuel 
with potential implications for the current (limited) woodland resource, land-use and 
biodiversity. This all ties back to the UK Committee on Climate Change’s aspirations for 
more woodland and opportunities through the Land Use Strategy. 
 
Plenty of food for thought (and hopefully discussion there) . . . and with that in mind don’t 
forget about NWDG’s Facebook group, which is a growing community of woodland 
enthusiasts, as a way of sharing ideas and posting discussion topics and information about 
events/reports for other members. You can find our Facebook group by searching on 
“Native Woodlands Discussion Group” within Facebook. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Kate 
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NWDG ADMIN REPORT 
Alison Averis 
 
We currently have 191 members: more than at any time since we became an independent 
membership group in 1997.  Many thanks and welcome to everyone who has joined us 
since the last Newsletter was published.  We do hope to see you at an event this year. 
 
On 5th April 2016 there was £16, 494.92 in our bank account.  As usual at this time of year, 
the balance is high because we have received most of the subscriptions but not yet made 
any payments. 
 
The subscriptions still cover the costs of printing and posting the newsletter together with 
the expenses incurred in running the group.  The Workshops and the annual Woodland 
History Conference generate enough income to cover their costs, although for the last few 
years the annual Excursion has run at a loss (except in 2014 when we were able to get 
sponsorship for the 40th Anniversary Conference).  This is because the costs of transport, 
catering and organisation have risen dramatically in the last few years, and it is increasingly 
difficult to find members who can help to organise excursions as part of their employment.  
However, at the last AGM the members present agreed that it would be better to use our 
surplus funds to subsidise the Excursion than to raise the fees for attendance. 
 
If you have not yet subscribed for 2016, please can you send me your cheque or 
standing order mandate as soon as possible.  The subscription form is available as a 
downloadable Word file on the website www.nwdg.org.uk.  If you do not wish to 
subscribe, please let me know and I will remove your details from the database.  
Please also note that there is now no concessionary rate except for those aged under 
25.  Many thanks. 
 
 

 

http://www.nwdg.org.uk/
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REPORTS OF NWDG EVENTS IN 2015 

The first two of these reports are for events which took place during the summer excursion in Wester Ross 
and were therefore intended for inclusion in the autumn 2015 newsletter, but were delayed because their 
authors were too busy last autumn – hence their inclusion here.  We are unable to get a report of the 2015 
excursion visit to Slattadale (by Loch Maree) but some photos taken during that visit are on the back cover 
of this newsletter. 

 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at Kinlochewe 

Village Hall on Wednesday 10th June 2015 

Ruth Anderson 
 
1  Highlights from the retiring Chair (Coralie Mills, sadly in absentia) 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, I am regrettably unable to be with you this time. So I wanted to send this 
message to say that you all are the highlights of the NWDG, the people that make it such a special 
organisation and the committee who work so hard on everyone's behalf. Among the highlights of the last 
year, the 40th celebrations proved the vigour of the NWDG and the history conference on woodland 
products and processes was also a great success. Our membership is up, our social media presence is 
growing, and our excellent newsletter, website and other traditional benefits continue to serve us well. The 
discussion at the heart of what we do thrives. So NWDG continues into its 41st year, and with the 20th 
history conference coming up too, and many other things to look forward to.  Being chair has been a hugely 
enriching experience for me. I send my best wishes to you all and look forward to catching up with you 
before long.  Have a wonderful excursion, with much love from Coralie. 

The meeting expressed its thanks to Coralie, and particular appreciation for all the very 
fine qualities and hard work she gave to being Chair. 

2  Admin Report (Alison Averis) 

Cash in bank this week was £13313.77 and accounts would be in next newsletter.  
Membership was growing – currently at 182 (174 this time last year; 167 the year before).  
The increase in subscriptions was now covering the costs of newsletter and mailings. 

3  Social Media Report (Juliet Robinson)  

The SNP had won 56 seats making good use of social media.  NWDG now had a good 
presence on Twitter and Facebook – members were urged to join the merry throng!  These 
media were a way to share news and events with like-minded contacts but also wider than 
the usual circles.  Facebook friends included organisations in Ireland, Canada, the US and 
elsewhere.  There were 35 members on Facebook, with 18 separate photo albums, and 269 
followers on Twitter.  In short, social media was a good way of connecting with unusual 
others.  For anyone interested but unsure of how to get involved with, and promote, 
NWDG through social media, contact Juliet Robinson or Sarah Toulson (or any teenager). 

4  History Report (Jonathan Wordsworth) 

Plans were well on for this year’s History Conference (28th October, Battleby).  The theme 
of the conference was to trace the decline of the Caledonian Forest over the last 4 
millennia. 

5  Workshops Report (Alan Crawford) 

Three workshops were planned for the year – woodland art at Auchencruive, being 
organised by Carol Crawford for end of July; PAWS restoration at Drumnadrochit late 
August/early September by Alan Crawford and Steve Morris; and bryophytes by Ben 
Averis for late October/early November. 

NWDG represented such a lovely breadth of interests and it was pleasing that this year’s 
programme spanned the great art and science divide.  It would be good to develop the 
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programme further so that it could more fully explore the interests, expertise and 
experiences in the group.  Ideas welcomed at any time (to Alan Crawford).  Alan was also 
looking into funding opportunities and would be glad of any pointers or helpers with that. 

6  Regional Day Events (Sarah Toulson) 

The wee single-day event at David and Annie’s (Shepherd and Griffiths) Craggach wood 
near Inverness (last week) had been a great learning, ideas and feedback session.  This 
seemed like a good model to replicate – essentially sharing good practice – and anyone 
with a wood to share or an idea for a short visit should contact Sarah Toulson or Alan 
Crawford.  The next one in this part of the programme was likely to be a one day visit to 
Bonawe smelter – possibly October – more details from Alasdair Boulton.  Suggestion of 
West Lothian woodlands for a future day trip. 

7  Forest Policy Group (Ruth Anderson) 

FPG had just published Helen Armstrong’s excellent paper on restoring the uplands – a 
succinct but thorough explanation of the loss of potential benefits/uses of uplands from 
current land use (esp. grazing and burning).  Topical indeed in the present location!  Other 
work in hand at present included land reform (having had input to the recent consultation 
and now preparing for further opportunity in the autumn; also gathering examples of 
successful small/community woodland tenure), deer (getting the numbers down!), closer 
dialogue with Forest Enterprise (on lotting of disposals and potential for starter forests as 
well as starter farms) and on developing its blogspot (NWDG members as always were 
encouraged to contribute a blog – contact Jamie McIntyre jamie@mcintyre.force9.co.uk or 
Rick Worrell rick@thinkingtrees.co.uk).  NWDG approved its continued support of FPG 
at £350 per year. 

8  Committee 2014-15 

The group voted to approve the committee consisting of : 

 Kate Holl (Chair 2015-) 

 Alison Averis (Admin - Membership, Treasurer and Website, took on joint role 2011) 

 Ruth Anderson (Secretary and Events, 2003-) 

 Ben Averis (Newsletter Editor 2011-) 

 Mairi Stewart (History Representative 2012-) 

 Noel Fojut (History Representative 2015-) 

 Alasdair Boulton (Gopher 2012-) 

 Juliet Robinson (Social Media 2012-) 

 Sarah Toulson (Social Media + Gopher 2011-) 

 Alan Crawford (Workshops 2014-) 

Welcome to new members and  thanks to those retiring: 

 Chris Byrne (Ordinary Member 2012-2015) 

 Phil Friston-Reilly (Ordinary Member 2012-2015) 

 Jonathan Wordsworth (History Group, 2009-2015) 

 Coralie Mills (Chair 2012-2015, History Group 2009-2015) 

9  Excursions 2015 and beyond 

2015 – Rum and Eigg  

2016 or future – Argyll 

10  Any Other Business 

Scott Wilson’s Edinburgh University Press native woods book (to be reviewed in autumn 
2015 newsletter) 

 
 

mailto:jamie@mcintyre.force9.co.uk
mailto:rick@thinkingtrees.co.uk
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Visit to Loch Bad an Sgalaig (between Gairloch and 

Loch Maree) on Thursday 11th June 2015 

Elaine MacAskill 
 
This was a lunchtime visit. Unfortunately the owner and agent weren’t able to attend, but 
luckily Donald MacLeod was present and able to stand in; he has been the Forestry 
Commission Scotland Woodland Officer for the Gairloch Estate Schemes since 2002. 

 

Between 5000 and 6000 hectares of woodland planting has taken place in the estate in the 
last 20 years. The first enclosure was established in 1996 at Bad an Sgalaig. It encloses 1300 
ha within a deer fence; just over 1000 ha has been planted here. The estate owner is very 
supportive of woodland planting schemes. The initial planting mix was 70% Caledonian 
Scots pine, 30% downy birch. Much of the ground was excavator-mounded, with some 
hand mounding on the more inaccessible ground; tree growth was less subsequently 
successful where hand-mounded than where excavator-mounded. 
 
Over 200 ha was planted with broadleaves, but very few of these trees are left now. The 
scheme was closed at year 10 and deer haven’t really been out of it since – hence the high 
level of deer damage and a disappointingly low number of broadleaves. The idea of the 
estate encouraging more deer control within the area was discussed, but as the area is now 
out of contract with FCS there is not a way of doing this. Another point raised was that 
there should be a way to encourage better deer management for longer periods in order to 
better protect the public money used to establish this woodland. It was clear that the fence 
isn’t doing its job of keeping deer out and that fencing was only part of the solution to 
getting on top of deer browsing even if the current owner was willing. 
 
The current owner’s father managed the ground when the large planting schemes where 
established.  Since then the current owner has taken over management and he is more keen 
to have deer on the ground. The new Forestry Grant Scheme (FGS) is seeking to start 
addressing the issue of leaving old schemes under-managed, by not allowing new FGS 
applications unless the land holding is managing its existing woodlands through a Forest 
Plan. 
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During the early years following planting, the pine trees (particularly on the upper edges) 
were badly affected by sawfly and windburn. Whilst most of the group felt the planting at 
year 19 was looking alright now (if slightly understocked and low on broadleaves), Donald 
pointed out that we were walking around the best bits of Bad an Sgalaig and that if we 
walked in further and higher we would see the stocking density there to be much reduced. 
 
The group was asked if we felt this planting scheme was a success. There was mixed 
opinion, partly because people’s views depended partly on how success is measured. It was 
considered that the surviving trees are stressed but still growing, and that it would look a 
lot better with a healthier broadleaved mix (which would have been possible only with 
good deer control). It was agreed that it was not a failure, but that it could inform future 
schemes better. Deer management within the scheme is now very difficult.  Future 
schemes should be better planned for deer management, with rides, deer greens and high 
seats considered at the outset to better protect the public investment. It was also suggested 
that it looked visually appealing and natural from a distance. 
 
 

Report of NWDG Woodland History Conference at 

Battleby on 28th October 2015 
 
Chris Smout 
 
For its twentieth anniversary meeting, the NWDG Woodland History Conference went 
back to where it all began two decades ago, at the Scottish Natural Heritage centre at 
Battleby. Around 130 people of all generations attended, which was encouraging. It turned 
out to be one of the most interesting meetings the group has ever had. 
 
The title for the day was nothing if not ambitious: ‘‘Tracing the decline of the ‘Caledonian 
Forest’ over six millennia.’’  Peter Quelch opened the conference, reflecting on how the 
discussion group had originated at an optimal time in the 1990s, when the Forestry 
Commission was changing direction, Historic Scotland was thinking more widely and 
environmental history was emerging as a discipline in its own right.  
 
The six papers ranged far and wide. The first was given by former National Trust for 
Scotland ecologist, James Fenton, on ‘‘How much of Scotland was ever covered by forest’’, 
and his reply was highly controversial. He maintained that open land had always been the 
dominant natural scenery of Scotland, partly because rain and high wind had kept bogs 
developing in a tree-less state, and partly because high levels of deer grazing, assumed to be 
a recent phenomenon, actually went back millennia. There was, he suggested, only thin 
evidence that Scotland had ever been densely forested, and he maintained that heather 
moorland was a more natural and resilient cover of Scotland than closed woodland. The 
questions that followed indicated that this thesis was greeted with a degree of scepticism by 
many present. 
 
Richard Tipping, surveying the period from 4000 BC to 1500 AD, presented a very 
different picture, based on a summary of the very considerable number of published 
Scottish pollen-analysis diagrams and a prodigious quantity of climate change data. He 
emphasized the volatility of brief but intense weather events (climate change is nothing 
new), and the degree to which soil acidification had been a feature of the early millennia. 
The woodland maximum about 6000 years ago apparently resulted in relatively complete 
forest coverage of Scotland, though at an uncertain density, and not on the high mountains 
or the bogs. Early Neolithic man built some huge timber halls of large oak cut from closed 
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canopy forest, but made only minimal impact on forest cover overall. Even in the Bronze 
Age, woodland clearance seems to have been small in scale and often impermanent, 
settlements shifting in and out of the same area on long rotations. It was only during the 
Iron Age, from about 400 BC, that there began a period of intense though uneven 
deforestation, with farming and grazing in the first millennium sweeping even through the 
far north-west of Scotland. 
 

 
 

David Hetherington then spoke on the extinction and possible re-introduction of the lynx, 
the wolf and the elk, with particular emphasis on the first, arguing that the lynx had 
survived to the end of the first millennium AD or possibly even later in Scotland. Its 
reintroduction into Scotland was entirely possible, but would depend on the goodwill of 
local communities. It would probably be easier to convince the public of the virtues of 
living with the lynx than with the wolf. 
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After lunch, Rob Wilson explained his research on Scots pine remnants preserved in wet 
situations at Rothiemurchus and Glen Affric, showing how it came and went near the 
sample sites in well-marked cycles of destruction and recovery. John Gilbert explored the 
intricacies of medieval woodland management, especially as practised on monastic estates 
like Coldingham and Coupar Angus. As a typical medieval house might take a thousand 
rods in its construction, the demand for small building wood could be very considerable. 
By the fifteenth century big building timber had become scare, probably because the spread 
of managed coppice to supply small wood was hindering the growth of really big trees. 
 
The final talk was given by Duncan 
Halley, discussing the woodland 
history of south-west Norway, an 
area which (apart from the high 
mountains) has a climate very similar 
to that of Scotland, though, if 
anything, even wetter and windier, 
and no more snowy. Therefore its 
woodland history is particularly 
relevant to us. A century ago, the 
countryside along the coast and the 
lower fiords was largely bare of 
wood, and resembled stretches of 
the Western Highlands and Islands. 
It had been in this condition 
(according to pollen studies) for 
millennia. Decline from universal 
woodland cover began in the 
Neolithic and continued more 
intensely in the Bronze Age, until a 
treeless landscape was reached that 
persisted until after the beginning of 
the twentieth century.  Now, 
however, natural regeneration of 
broadleaf woodland on former 
farmland is unstoppable, with 
thousands of hectares of former 
heath, and even bog, becoming 
vegetated with trees. The 
explanation rests with the 
emigration fever that began in 
Norway in the nineteenth century 
and has continued to this day in the 
form of migration to the towns and 
to other more convenient places to 
live and to gain access to electricity. 
Once the people had left, farming 
collapsed because there was no-one 
left to look after the animals. The 
woods came back, a return to the 
natural for the first time since the 
Neolithic and the Bronze Age. Even 
those early farmers had destroyed 
them with grazing animals.  
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The day provided a chance to reflect on how vibrant the interest in woodland history 
remains, and on how cross-disciplinary it has become. Out of the six talks, only one was 
given by a documentary historian, but the contributions of the other five were equally valid 
explorations of the past. The value of history is both academic and practical – to try to find 
out what really happened, and to see how it can inform management and policy in the 
future. But we must remember that the past is often unknowable in appropriate detail.  
 
Conservationists and heritage experts may not always seek to re-establish what is natural, 
but may at some point in the future decide that this is unobtainable, and seek for a 
different goal, such as to establish (like the old Improvers) what is beautiful and useful 
instead. 
 
The day left lots of unanswered questions. Halley's talk was challenging not only to the 
picture drawn by Fenton, but also to that drawn by Tipping, just as Tipping's talk had been 
challenging to Fenton, and vice versa. They can't all be right. Even an hour's discussion at 
the end of the day left us many unsolved problems. We look forward to the publication of 
this year’s proceedings, so that we can consider the questions all over again at more leisure. 
 
There is no sign of our annual meetings coming to a stop in their third decade for want of 
topics to argue over. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The day left lots of unanswered questions . . . 
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Report of PAWS (Plantations on Ancient Woodland 

Sites) restoration workshop: 25-27 September 2015 
 
Steve Morris and Alasdair Firth 
 
Main report (SM) 
 
This course was a new venture for NWDG and was organised and funded by the 
Woodland Trust as part of their Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) project to engage, inform 
and encourage PAWS restoration in two project areas in Scotland: one covering the Great 
Glen and surrounds, and the other in the Cairngorms. 
 
The objectives of the course were to discuss the concept of ancient woodland in a Scottish 
context, discuss what restoration is or could be, and look at techniques that may help 
achieve restoration. 
 
There was a wide range of course participants including environmental professionals, 
Scottish Natural Heritage and Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) staff, an amateur 
archaeologist and a well kent small woodland owner couple.  The range of experience and 
knowledge of the participants along with their willingness to engage in discussion added 
greatly to the event. 
 
The course started with an evening session on Friday 25th, when Peter Lowe of the 
Woodland Trust introduced the topic and described the gradual approach to restoration 
which the Trust promotes.  This was followed by an excellent presentation by Mairi 
Stewart who gave us some detailed insights into what to look for when trying to identify 
ancient woodland sites – a notoriously difficult task!  We then retired for a very nice meal 
at the Loch Ness Inn.  Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th consisted of field visits to four local 
woods with very contrasting habitats and histories. 
 
Saturday 26th was spent looking at two adjacent woodlands on the edge of Drumnadroicht.  
We started in the Woodland Trust Scotland’s Balmacaan Wood, and after lunch we 
contrasted this with FCS-owned Craigmonie wood nextdoor. 
 

 

Looking toward Balmacaan and Craigmonie, from near Drumnadrochit 
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Both woodlands are identified as Long Established of Plantation Origin (LEPO) on the 
Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI).  The Balmacaan Wood is adjacent to the ‘big hoose’ 
and has the feel and look of policy woodland with numerous specimen trees including 
some large Wellingtonia and a spectacularly large Sitka Spruce.  The majority of the site 
consists of a range of native species and is a great place for native woodland ground flora 
(well worth a visit in the spring).  It provided an ideal opportunity to discuss different 
native woodland site types. 
 
The contrast with the more recently (1950s) afforested site nextdoor was very marked, with 
the ownership boundary being very distinctive.  The site had suffered recent windthrow in 
places, and along with some previous 
clear-felling and not-so-recent thinning 
provided material for numerous points 
of discussion covering issues such as 
halo thinning, gradual restoration 
possibilities, continuous cover of 
mature trees and the implications of 
different management options.  As well 
as the potential benefits or otherwise to 
the biodiversity of the woodland, other 
factors to consider on the site are 
recreation opportunities along with 
landscape implications, as the wood is 
situated in a very prominent position in 
relation to Drumnadrochit. 
 
On the morning of Sunday 27th we visited Aigas Community Forest near Beauly.  We were 
met there by Donnie Chisholm, the Development Officer for the Community Forest.  
Donnie introduced us to the woodland and outlined the community’s aspiration for the 
site. 
 
The Aigas Community Forest was 
acquired from FCS earlier in 2015 
following a six year process to raise the 
funds, so the community have invested a 
huge amount of energy and time in 
acquiring the forest and have carried out 
detailed feasibility studies along with 
consultations to identify opportunities.  
The overall aspirations of the community 
can be summarised by the phrase 
‘conservation with commerce’, and there 
is a desire to convert as much as possible 
of the forest to continuous cover.  This 
fits in very well with the gradual 
restoration approach advocated by the 
Woodland Trust, where thinning of 
PAWS woodland is encouraged to 
increase light levels to enhance ancient 
woodland features such as remnant 
ground flora and veteran trees. 
 

 

 

Main road running through Aigas Community Forest 

 

 

. . . halo thinning . . . 
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Roughly 50% of the Aigas Community Forest is on the Ancient Woodland Inventory.  
There are some nice pockets of native woodland there, especially next to the river Beauly 
in the Aigas gorge with some amazing knarled and twisted oak trees clinging to the near-
vertical slopes.  The best way to see this would definitely be by kayak, and I plan to return 
to see it from the river one day.  Most of the site consists of typical 1950s plantations of a 
variety of commercial species which, as was the fashion, were selected to suit the soil 
conditions.  Consequently there are some stands of scots pine planted on dry acid soils 
with typical pine woodland ground flora, and thinning has taken place in these as the 
terrain and dry soil conditions made this possible.  The conversion of these areas to a 
continuous cover regime will be relatively straightforward.  However, much of the site is 
very steep and planted with Norway and Sitka spruce along with Douglas Fir, so the new 
owners face considerable challenges in these areas.  There was a long discussion, at the site 
of a long gone summer house with a splendid view, about how they might go about this; 
while a number of different approaches were suggested I think the conclusion was to wish 
Donnie good luck! 
 
Afternoon of Sunday 27th – visit to Craggach Wood (AF) 
 
On Sunday afternoon we visited Craggach Wood (10 km W of Inverness), an area of 
woodland owned and managed by David Shepherd and Annie Griffith.  The site is defined 
as ‘LEPO’: Long-Established of Plantation Origin.  Around 40 hectares of gently sloping 
lower hill ground was afforested with commercial conifers here in the 1950s.  The then 
conifer plantations were purchased, in two lots (8 ha and 32 ha), by David and Annie in 
1992 and 2005.  With good prices paid for the timber extracted, the sale of timber has 
almost entirely covered the costs of the purchase.  The original aim was ‘native woodland’ 
but over time this has been changed to become productive broadleaf woodland with the 
long term aim of producing hardwood timber. 
 
The amount of work put 
into the woodland was 
impressive.  Almost all 
the work has been carried 
out by Annie and David 
themselves, including the 
felling and planting of 
new trees.  On top of this 
there has been the need 
to keep down numbers 
of roe deer, which for 
example involved culling 
17 roe deer in 8 ha in 
1995 and an annual cull 
averaging at least 5 per 
year thereafter.  The most 
recent planting has been 
fenced.  Birch 
regeneration throughout 
the area has helped by 
increasing stem densities 
and drawing up oaks and 
ash in the woodland.  
David talked us through 
the complexities of 

 

 

Craggach Wood 
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silvicultural management for oak: this has not been achieved in the north of Scotland 
before, and much of the available literature relates to England and France.  For me this was 
one of the most interesting parts of the workshop. 
 
The current aim is to grow productive native broadleaves in the context of high levels of 
biodiversity and structural diversity.  As we walked around the woods, the level of 
biodiversity was apparent: there are already areas of former plantation that are developing 
an ancient woodland ground flora.  The principal productive species are oak, ash and birch.  
Ash will be changed to sycamore with the onset of Chalara.  Secondary productive species 
are alder, aspen, gean and, experimentally, holly.  A long term objective is to develop a 
business model in which the woodland owner lives on site and undertakes all the work, 
including establishment, harvesting, deer culling and wood processing.  This wood 
processing would be to the level of kiln dried timber and cut and delivered firewood.  
Overall, the aim would be to achieve one full time job equivalent from the woodland. 
 
Conclusion (SM) 
 
The feedback from the course participants was very positive, and I understand the 
intention is to repeat the course again in 2017. 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING NWDG EVENTS AND TRAINING 

COURSES 
 

2016 Excursion 
 
This year’s excursion will be on the Isle of Mull from 25th to 28th May.  Details will be 
confirmed in April and will then be emailed out to all members and put onto the NWDG 
website (www.nwdg.org.uk). 
 

2016 Workshops 
 
So far there are plans for the usual two-day bryophyte workshop in the autumn (probably 
ion October in the west Highlands) and, as requested by some members, a beginner’s one-
day bryophyte workshop in late summer or early autumn (probably in Perthshire in August 
or September). The bryophyte tutor for both workshops is Ben Averis.  When dates and 
locations have been decided they will be put on the NWDG website (www.nwdg.org.uk) 
well in advance.  There are also possibilities of other workshops on lichens, browsing 
impacts and art.  If these come to fruition the details will be put onto the NWDG website 
well in advance of the workshop dates.  
 

2016 Woodland History Conference 
 
This will be at Battleby (near Perth) in the autumn.  Again, the date and details have not yet 
been decided on but will be put on the NWDG website well in advance. 
 
 

http://www.nwdg.org.uk/
http://www.nwdg.org.uk/
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NEWS FROM OTHER WOODLAND ORGANISATIONS 
 

Report of the Native Pinewood Managers visit to 

Abernethy on 7th May 2015 
 
Charlie Taylor 
 
(All photos supplied by CT; some of them also reproduced in colour on inside front cover. Ed.) 
 
This year’s excursion, on 7th May 2015, was to Abernethy – one of our largest pinewoods, 
which is owned and managed by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB).  
This forest lies to the south of the River Spey, between Boat of Garten and Nethy Bridge.   
It has a high profile – reflecting a rich history, its prominence in the local area and the 
ambitious management plans that have been pursued over the last 25 years.  The group last 
visited the site in 2000, and it proved a fascinating return in 2015 to see how things had 
changed.  However, the continuous turnover of pinewood managers means that most of 
the current group have become members since that date, so this was a first visit for many. 
 
History 
 
For many centuries this land was in the hands of the Grants, and early records indicate a 
substantial pine forest at Abernethy.  Although there is evidence, from cereal pollen, of 
man’s activity in the area as far back as 2000 years ago, it is thought that up until the 
eighteenth century exploitation at the forest was at a relatively low level, for local use. 
 
The first attempt at significant felling is attributed to the York Building Company who 
purchased 60,000 of the best pines from Sir James Grant in 1728.  Sawmills were 
constructed and an iron foundry built in Nethy Bridge used charcoal from the forest for 
smelting iron ore brought in from the Lecht.  Although this activity expired in 1737, an 
effective practice of rafting timber down the Spey and its tributaries had become 
established.  Extraction from the forest to the Spey was aided by header dams fed by canals 
from burns above the forest.  To ensure sufficient flow, the timing of the opening of the 
sluices was coordinated by the firing of a cannon. 
 
Although this venture ultimately failed, felling and sawmilling continued in the forest.  In 
1771 it was noted that there was a boring mill in the forest, preparing wooden pipes for 
supplying water to London.  Despite this felling and fires (1746 and 1770) the forest 
perpetuated, with natural regeneration being supplemented by planting following the 
establishment of a local nursery in the middle of the nineteenth century.  A century later, 
substantial areas were enclosed by dykes to reduce grazing, and thinning was carried out. 
Just after that the southern end of the forest was also enclosed, but this time to contain 
deer for sport. 
 
Significant felling (a total of approximately 800 hectares) took place in both World Wars, 
and there appears to have been an increasing use of planting to regenerate the forest.  
Despite all these activities, Steven & Carlisle noted in 1959 that “Abernethy Forest is one of the 
few native pinewoods in Scotland where a range of age classes can be found”. 
 
Carlisle’s field observations indicate that there were seed trees aged over 140 years old 
scattered throughout the wood, with the oldest being over 200 years old.  Many stands 
were uneven-aged, with trees ranging from 50 to 120 years old. There was abundant 
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younger regeneration (less than 30 years old) in the northern section, which suggests 
limited browsing impact in that area following felling in the First World War.  Felling 
continued, at varying levels, until 1981-82 when the last felling was carried out on semi-
natural pinewood. 
 
The RSPB established an interest in the area in the mid 1950s at the osprey nest at Loch 
Garten.  This led to the establishment of a visitor centre and their first acquisition in 1975.  
A further 11 acquisitions were to follow including the purchase of the main part of the 
Abernethy pinewood (Forest Lodge section) in 1989. 
 
Their landholding now covers 13,714 ha, including 4,200 ha of established pinewood now 
supplemented by a significant expansion on the southern edge.  Most of it is designated as 
National Nature Reserve (NNR), Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) or Special Protection Area (SPA) and it stretches from 200 m 
above sea level next to Nethy Bridge up to the tops of the Cairngorms at over 1300 m.  
There are now 80,000 to 100,000 visitors per annum.  Of these, only 20,000 to 25,000 go 
to the visitor centre at the osprey nest; the remainder come to walk or cycle through the 
forest and up to the tops, or to view the varied birdlife across the site (birds here including 
capercaillie, golden eagle, black grouse, snow bunting and dotterel). 
 
Current objectives 

1. To create the best example of a near natural boreal forest in Britain. 

2. Within 200 years the forest will reach its natural limit, including montane 
woodland. 

 
Current management issues 
 
Wider context 
 
Our hosts for the day were Jeremy Roberts and Desmond Dugan of the RSPB (Figure 1) 
who described the context for Abernethy. 
 

 

Figure 1 Jeremy Roberts and Desmond Dugan introduce the day 

 
Open moorland lies to the south and east, rising up to the surrounding hills.  To the north 
is the more fertile farmland on either side of the River Spey.  However, to the west and 
south-west is a pinewood-dominated landscape stretching through Glenmore, 
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Rothiemurchus and Inshriach all the way to Glen Feshie.  On the other side of the 
Cairngorms the Mar Lodge pinewoods are expanding, and across the Spey there is the large 
Kinveachy pinewood on Seafield Estate.  Together they create much of the unique 
character of Speyside at the heart of the Cairngorms National Park. 
 
Woodland expansion 
 
The vegetation of the large southern expansion zone (Figure 2) has been mapped (using 
the National Vegetation Classification) to identify the potential distribution of woodland 
types that could occur there; these include a significant proportion of bog woodland.  
There is also a grid of monitoring plots which are surveyed every 10 years.  This 
monitoring has shown a significant increase in pine regeneration (Figure 3) but very little 
broadleaf regeneration in this zone.  There are some broadleaves along the burnsides 
(Figure 4) and occasional rowan, most likely brought in by birds, but a large proportion of 
the area has no broadleaved seed source. 
 

 
 

 

Figure 2 (above): Expansion zone.  Figure 3 (below): Scattered seed trees in the expansion zone 
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The current plan to address this 
issue is to introduce broadleaves 
into this zone by planting species 
such as downy birch, alder, aspen 
and willow (Figure 5).  At the 
highest elevations (Figure 6) this will 
also be supplemented by the sowing 
of seeds and by pioneer planting of a 
range of native tree species including 
some Scots pine.  These plans have 
proved controversial, with concerns 
being raised that this is not in the 
spirit of a ‘near natural’ approach.  
The issue generated considerable 
discussion (Figure 7) over the 
benefits of judicious planting to 
introduce a more complete set of 
native pinewood tree species against 
a desire to extend the period to 
allow nature to take its course.  The 
group reflected on the fact that we 
are currently in a period when the 
expansion of native woodland is 
highly valued and widely supported.  
While many of us hope this 
expansion will continue well into the 
future, there is the concern that in 
the timescale of a pinewood this will 
change so that it could be argued 
that apparent impatience may be a 
necessary risk to take. 

 
 

 

Figure 5 Small cluster of planted broadleaves 

 

Figure 4 Burnside broadleaves 
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Figure 6 Higher elevations 

 

 

Figure 7 Discussions on planting proposals 

 
A nursery has been established (Figure 8) to grow plants from locally collected seeds for 
planting in the expansion zone.  Local school groups and volunteers are being involved in 
this project, to help increase their connection to the forest.  Several local businesses and 
the Cairngorms National Park Authority have supported this project. 
 

 

Figure 8 New nursery 
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The planting has been relatively small-scale and consists of small, tight groups of trees 
planted with no cultivation, herbicide or fertiliser.  This means that micro-sites will have to 
be carefully chosen to ensure successful establishment and be in locations well away from 
potential seed sources. 
 
Deer 
 
There are two zones for managing deer: a green zone consisting of the older forest (Figure 
9) and plantations, and a red zone comprising the expansion area.  In the red zone, deer 
control efforts have been intensified for the last six years, to minimise the impact on the 
regenerating trees.  This is beginning to pay dividends, with widespread pine regeneration 
and good growth over that period. 
 

 

Figure 9 Older pinewood 

 
In the green zone, the objective is to have a stable population of woodland deer as part of 
the ecosystem, with spatial variation in density and associated varying levels of 
regeneration.  Deer numbers and impacts are measured regularly but some further 
ecological measures will be required to monitor the success of this strategy.  One of the 
challenges in many pinewoods is to get the right balance of deer numbers and recruitment 
of broadleaves – particularly of browse-sensitive species such as aspen. 
 
There will also be a need to monitor potential 
impacts of this woodland deer population on the 
neighbouring farmland, village gardens and public 
roads. 
 
Plantations 
 
The main focus of tree felling in the plantations, 
which occupy approximately 2,000 ha, has been the 
removal of mature spruce – both to reduce the seed 
source and to generate income for conservation 
work elsewhere in the forest.  In the pine areas, 
work has been carried out to increase light levels to 
encourage the understorey of blaeberry – an 

 

Figure 10 Capercaillie hen seen in the older 
part of the forest 
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important species, particularly for the capercaillie resident in the forest (Figure 10).  This 
work has consisted of tree pulling (Figure 11) and ring barking (Figure 12) to create gaps 
around granny pines, improve light conditions and increase deadwood. 
 

 

Figure 11 Groups of trees manually pulled over 

 
In recent years the group has observed other sites where standing deadwood has been 
created by either stem injection with glyphosate or by mechanical girdling.  However, care 
needs to be employed with both these techniques as the dead trees are vulnerable to 
snapping (Figure 13) and pose a risk to subsequent manual working in the stand. 
 

 

Figure 13 Stem snap following ring barking 

 

Figure 12 Ring barking 
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There was considerable discussion (Figure 14) over the possibility of using mechanized 
thinning to achieve this effect more economically in the pine stands.  It was suggested that 
this type of thinning in other pine forests in the area had boosted capercaillie numbers – by 
increasing blaeberry cover, by providing easy ground trails and by providing opportunities 
for small pools of water to collect.  Although this has been adopted at some locations by 
RSPB, they opted for a more sensitive approach in the core parts of the Abernethy Forest, 
with most of the timber left to recycle on site. 
 

 

Figure 14 Group discussion on plantation management 

 
Woodland structure 
 
It is encouraging to see ongoing recruitment of a cohort of regeneration over the last 25 
years, with most of the recent recruitment being in the expansion zone.  One of the main 
challenges going forward will be the consideration of whether this rate is too quick (i.e. 
creating a significant single cohort across a sizeable proportion of the forest) or whether 
the expansion zone is large enough to ensure a bigger spread of age range over time. 
 
The future 
 
Over the last 25 years, Speyside has seen a significant improvement in the condition and 
extent of its pinewoods.  Current land ownership and national policy provide a positive 
environment for further improvement and consolidation (Figure 15). 
 
 

 

Figure 15 Abernethy connecting through Ryvoan Pass to Glenmore 
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It would be good to see the increasingly co-operative approach by neighbours being 
adopted across the whole resource in this area.  If this continues to develop, the next 25 
years promises to be another good period for the Speyside pinewoods. 
 
Future meetings 
  
Glen Strathfarrar, which the group last visited in 1997, will be the venue for 2016. 
 
 
 

Forest Policy Group update 
 
Willie McGhee 
 
During 2015, the Forest Policy Group (FPG) worked to promote a more diverse forest 
culture in Scotland: more community woods, hardwood timber projects, native woodland 
expansion, woodlots – and other positive changes which bring benefits to local people and 
their environment.  Some examples of this work are given below. 
 
A piece of research undertaken in early 2015 by FPG involved the commissioning of Dr 
Helen Armstrong to produce two papers on woodland restoration in the uplands.  These 
were completed in May 2015 and titled The Benefits of Woodland: Unlocking the Potential of the 
Scottish Uplands, Part I: The Overview and Part II: Supporting Evidence.  This work was heavily 
referenced in an article in the John Muir Trust Journal, Issue 59, Autumn 2015, Breathing life 
into the hills; How native woodland can create a better future for our uplands. 
 
Dialogue with Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) led to the lotting (breaking large forest 
parcels into smaller units) of a number of state forests which were being sold through the 
Scottish Government’s forest re-positioning programme.  FPG lobbied FCS to lot forests 
in the belief that smaller areas of forest for sale might attract more local or community 
interest.  This endeavour had mixed results.  An example of unforeseen circumstances was 
at Kinachreachan (214 hectares), near Dalmally, Argyll.  This property was originally 
offered for sale as a number of lots, including two identified for the local community.  Due 
to a perceived lack of interest this sale has subsequently been rationalised into a single lot.  
Why this has happened is unclear. 
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An FPG blog More houses in woods - what’s the problem? written by Neil Sutherland of Makar 
Housing, was published in April 2015.  This blog highlighted the constraints to building in 
woodlands and made recommendations on how local authorities could unlock the potential 
for more housing in woods.  A spirited correspondence on housing in woodlands ensued. 
 
FPG input to Scotland’s Community Empowerment Bill (CEB), which became law in July 
2015, was focused on broadening the definition of types of organisations that can be 
considered as eligible by the state to buy, lease or manage public land and forests.  This was 
successful. 
 
Currently FPG is organising a conference for early November 2016, entitled Down to the 
woods: the really big surprise – lots of ways that locally controlled woods benefit communities 
across Scotland.  Watch this space for more information on how to attend the conference 
and hear the evidence and discuss what it should mean for policy. 
 
For more information on any of these topics please contact Willie McGhee on 
williammcghee@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:williammcghee@btinternet.com
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BOOK REVIEWS 
 
 
The rainforests of Britain and Ireland: a traveller’s guide.  
Clifton Bain. Sandstone Press, 2015. ISBN-13: 
9781010124260. Hardcover. 25 x 20 cm. £25.00. 350 pages. 
Illustrated with colour photographs, colour drawings and 
black/white drawings. 
 
Review by Gordon Rothero 
 
This is a companion volume to Clifton Bain’s Ancient pinewoods 
of Scotland, and has a similar format with a general introduction 
to the wildlife of these oceanic woodlands followed by a 
traveller’s guide to a selection of woods to visit.  Unlike the 
pine woodlands, these Atlantic woodlands are scattered through the west of Britain and 
Ireland from Sutherland down to Cornwall and Kerry.  The book is intended as an 
introduction to these woodlands but manages to be more than that. The arresting title flags 
up the special nature of these woodlands (‘rainforests’ are usually perceived as being 
somewhere else) and the alternate name ‘Celtic rainforests’ is an unashamed attempt to 
appeal to a cultural heritage to further interest in these woodlands.  There is nothing wrong 
with that. 
 
There is a short introduction to temperate rainforests and their global distribution followed 
by a description of their distribution in Europe including an introduction to the concept of 
‘oceanicity’.  There follows a description of the trees associated with Atlantic woodland and 
the importance of oak but also emphasising that the ‘rainforest’ is defined much more by 
climate and the other plants, particularly the cryptogams (not ‘cryptograms’) and fungi that 
grow under the canopy, rather than by the dominant tree species. There is a reasonable 
introduction to the mosses, liverworts and lichens but more could have been made of the 
international importance of some of our species, and more effusive language would have 
been excusable.  My particular interest in bryophytes gives rise to two small complaints; 
only one moss illustrated, Isothecium myosuroides var. myosuroides, as opposed to several lichens, 
and can there be a description of the plants of oceanic woodland without a picture of a 
Plagiochila species? – surely not! 
 
The strength of the introduction is in the sections on the cultural history of these 
woodlands, on their management through the ages and of current conservation issues.  
There is an excellent digest of the history of these woodlands from the time when they 
were not on the fringe as they are seen now, but on the coastal highway from the south-
west.  The description of the gradual loss of woodland cover to agriculture and eventually 
to the industrial era of timber and charcoal production is particularly good.  This will give 
the reader a good idea of why our Atlantic woodlands are so small and so fragmented and 
often so even-aged.  This section also introduces us to the scourge of Rhododendron. 
 
There follows a really useful discussion of what has happened in the last 100 years: of 
government incentives, of the activities of the Forestry Commission and private 
landowners, and the gradual realisation of the conservation value of the woodlands.  It is 
difficult now to fully understand the pressures and policy decisions that led to some 
management action after WW2 – I can still remember my naïve shock at finding ring-
barked oaks in amongst Sitka Spruce by Loch Sunart.  The change in attitude to one of 
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valuing these woodland fragments is described, from Ratcliffe’s Nature Conservation Review 
through to current European legislation and how this has given us a scatter of sites with 
varying degrees of protection. 
 
And so we move on to current problems or ‘challenges’ as the jargon has it.  Many of the 
sites are in unfavourable condition, even those that have a conservation designation, the 
usual problems being identified as either over-grazing or invasive species, or both.  There is 
a sensible discussion of the issues surrounding the roles of natural regeneration and 
planting in augmenting Atlantic woodland, and a plea, that I would echo, that woodland 
managers appreciate the diversity of these woodlands and try to have some vision of the 
woodland they are trying to create, not just the trees.  There is no discussion of the issue of 
fenced exclosures, which in the long term can be very bad news for oceanic bryophytes, 
and no real discussion of the thorny issue of reducing grazing pressure apart from the need 
for it to happen.  Rhododendron infestation is dealt with in three or four sentences, but 
indeed there is little more to be said about this depressing and very expensive problem. 
 
The bulk of the book is a travelogue of rainforests to visit, arranged by geographic region 
and with a brief introduction to the area, a map, a description of the woodlands, 
concentrating on history and management, and finally how to get there.  The book has a 
laudable aim to encourage people to use public transport or a bike to get to the sites, and 
the access instructions are biased in that direction.  With so many woodlands to cover, the 
descriptions are quite short and often lump several woodlands together, but even for the 
Scottish woodlands that I know well, I learned something new.  The maps are a bit too 
small to be really useful, and are quite ‘fussy’, and an Ordnance Survey map will be 
essential to take on some of the excursions.  Some of these are very ambitious – visiting the 
woodland on the north side of Loch Maree on foot is a challenge.  While I wish the book 
every success in tempting more people out to enjoy and appreciate these woodlands, I 
hope not too many make it up to Strabeg, a wonderful wild and empty glen! 
 
Those with a professional interest in native woodlands, particularly within the NWDG, are 
unlikely to learn much that is very new from the book but it is a good and concise 
introduction to these Atlantic woodlands and a grand list of sites to visit.  As Clifton Bain 
points out, we have learnt that we tend “to lose what society doesn’t appreciate”, and the 
book is an excellent effort at increasing the level of appreciation of our own rainforests. 
 
 
 
Europe’s Changing Woods and Forests: From 
Wildwood to Managed Landscapes. Ed Keith Kirby & 
Charles Watkins. CAB International, 2015. ISBN-13: 978 1 
78064 3373. Hardcover. 3.2 x 17.8 x 24.8 cm. £95.00. 368 
pages. Tables and Figs throughout; 4 colour pages in the 
centre; occasional black and white photos elsewhere. 
 
Review by Sandy Coppins 
 
This book builds on new research and revised thinking 
around European forest history that has arisen since the 
publication of The Ecological History of European Forests (Kirby 
& Watkins (eds) 1998; CAB International, Wallingford, 
UK). 
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It is set out in five main sections, with 24 chapters overall. The chapters (mostly only 10 
pages long, including tables and figures) are concise, scholarly, well researched and 
referenced, and most are written with a freshness and clarity that engages the reader. The 
36 contributors are from 11 European countries, so coverage of a wide range of topics 
around today’s woodlands and woodland history is given a broad perspective. Woodland 
history from the wildwood to today, and speculation about the future is something that is 
at the heart of NWDG. Kirby and Watkins are to be congratulated in pulling together this 
new volume, with interdisciplinary chapters drawing together historical, cultural and 
technical aspects, as well as contributions around single topics and species groups. 
 
The first five chapters are an Introduction by Kirby and Watkins. I was fascinated by 
Watkins’s review of Methods in the study of Woodland History, with topics ranging from oral 
history, photographs and drawings to dendrochronology, Lidar, Geographical Information 
Systems (GIS), and genetic and molecular markers. 
 
I will pick out just a couple of example chapters. I particularly enjoyed Chapter 11 The 
Importance of Veteran Trees for Saproxylic Insects. This is a fascinating paper, full of detail, clearly 
written and giving an overview of the habitat and niches required by saproxylic species. 
The authors (Juha Siitonen from Finland and Thomas Ranius from Sweden) describe the 
novel methods for surveying and sampling these insects, including fitting tiny radio 
transmitters – beetles with an additional antenna! But the main message is preservation of 
veteran trees and concern at the loss of not only of the trees but the habitat through 
inappropriate or abandoned management; they cite examples in southern Sweden and 
Estonia. This links well with Chapter 5 Wood-pastures in Europe, a multi-authored paper 
describing how research has demonstrated the decline of this “multi-purpose system”. 
 
I must mention Chapter 15 – Chris Quine’s The Curious Case of the Even-aged Plantation: 
Wretched, Funereal or Misunderstood? Quine puts a stalwart case for reconsidering attitudes to 
non-native conifer plantations, the title suggesting we review our prejudices and 
preconceptions. He describes the biodiversity value of all stages of development of a 
conifer plantation, from ground preparation, through stand initiation to canopy closure and 
eventual cropping, and subsequent re-stocking. These stages have been fairly well 
researched, both in the UK and Ireland, and Quine presents the results honestly, and 
shows that whilst the economic value and purpose of plantations persist, they are in fact 
not the biodiversity black spots most people imagine. He puts forward a well-reasoned 
case, demonstrating the huge advances and improvements that have been brought in to 
ensure that plantation design and management is now more sympathetic in landscape, 
habitat opportunities and diversity. He quotes the FC Woodland for Wales strategy, which 
promotes diversification of non-native stands at scales appropriate to the individual sites, 
topography and landscape. 
 
Chapter 21, James Latham’s The Development of Forest Conservation in Europe presents an 
overview, drawn from several recent reviews, tracing when, how and why forest protection 
and thereby forest conservation has occurred over the ages. I mention this, as he starts by 
asking why there is this seemingly special relationship of man and trees – a spiritual 
relationship encouraging protection, conservation, drawing on the Norse Yggdrasil (the 
tree of life), and the sacred groves throughout ancient history and mythology, the ‘Green 
Man’ seen in church carvings, and including modern fiction: Ents in Lord of the Rings, Dr 
Seuss’s Lorax, the Tree of Souls in the film Avatar, etc. He then covers the European 
Union Habitats and Species Directive – perhaps a bit of a thump down to earth, but a 
useful overview. 
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Themes crop up throughout – James Latham’s (Chapter 21) concluding remarks 
considering rewilding and forest conservation: “A tension in European forest conservation 
discussions can be between ‘naturalness’ and ‘biodiversity’ conservation, because of the 
cultural nature of many landscapes.” Latham further develops his thoughts to consider the 
potential conflict with pursuing the ecosystem services approach to conservation that could 
potentially lead to the death of some individuals of a protected species. He also suggests 
that the way forests have been managed may mean that sites are carrying an extinction 
debt, even if the forest environment stays the same. Added to this is the unpredictability of 
climate change. Latham concludes that as there are so many unpredictable factors, there 
will be a role for rewilding as a complement to cultural landscape conservation, but that we 
must be prepared to accept species losses and also the potential role of some non-native 
species in the overall biodiversity. 
 
The topic of climate change and the unpredictability of what it will mean for European 
forests is common to all chapters in the book. The other theme which I picked up on from 
several of the contributions was this idea of ‘extinction debt’. Chapter 13 (Martin Hermy) 
Evolution and Changes in the Understorey of Deciduous Forests: Lagging Behind Drivers of Change 
mentions the extinction debt – the time lag that can occur for species which have long life-
spans to respond to changes in forests – and suggests that such extinction debts may be 
more common than we yet realize. This is a sobering thought, and probably goes some way 
to explaining losses in woodland species that we are now witnessing. 
 
I have not really done this book justice – I have not read all chapters but dipped in at 
random as or where whim took me or where particular items caught my attention. I haven’t 
mentioned the chapter on Białowieża Forest, or George Peterken’s chapter on interaction 
of environmental and cultural forces, or the chapter history of French forests, or of Italian 
forests, or the fascinating ‘close-to-nature’ Forestry of central Europe, or the one about 
birds, and another on mammals, or the chapter on tree pests and diseases. There is a wealth 
of information presented. It is an exciting book, with so much new research exposing new 
layers of woodland history and a whole range of angles. The oral history is so important 
(Watkins, Chapter 2), as are the drawings, etchings and paintings of landscapes – I always 
look hopefully at medieval paintings of scenes with trees, just in case lichens are portrayed 
rampaging up sloping trunks. 
 
The European perspective is paramount to this volume. It is perhaps somewhat ironic that 
just at this critical time, Britain is facing a referendum and is seriously considering leaving 
the European Union. What would be the short term – or long term – implications not only 
for Britain’s forests but for conservation as a whole? 
 
The volume bears a dedication to the memory of Oliver Rackham, and I must mention the 
front cover image, an etching by Frederick Slocombe, which I discovered is entitled 
‘Winter Fuel’, and dates to 1883. 
 
Now the rub: £90 is the expected price for books of this calibre from scientific publishers 
like CABI. Seems a shame in a way. No doubt it will appear as a paperback in due course. 
 
 

NWDG MERCHANDISE 
 
Bryophytes of Native Woods 

A Field Guide to Common Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and Ireland’s Woodlands by Carol 
Crawford is available direct from Carol.  The cost is £7.50 (including p&p).  Cheques 
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should be made payable to Carol Crawford and sent to Carol Crawford, Peak Ecology Ltd, 
Gibbsyard, Auchincruive, Ayr, KA6 5HN.  There are discounts for orders for three or 
more copies: contact Carol at carolcrawford@peakecology.co.uk for more information. 
 
Books available from Peter Quelch 

Peter has a batch of surplus books (see list below), and says if anyone is interested in any of 
them please email him on pqws5225@gmail.com to discuss price/postage.  He says the 
books are all in very good condition, many like new, and that he intends to give a donation 
to NWDG after selling a batch. 
 

Author Title Publisher and Date 

A) GENERAL 

Mason, Hampson 
Edwards 

Managing the Pinewoods of Scotland FC, 2004 

Harmer. Kerr, 
Thompson 

Managing Native Broadleaved Woodland FC, 2010 

Aldhous, (ed) Our Pinewood Heritage, conference proceedings 
FC, SNH, RSPB 
1994 

Smart and Andrews Birds and Broadleaves Handbook RSPB, 1985 

Edwards Managing and Controlling Rhododendron FC, 2006 

Watling and Raven Willow Symposium, RBGE Botanical Soc of Scotland, 1991 

Wilson The Native Woodlands of Scotland EUP, 2015 

Ferris -Kaan The Ecology of woodland creation Wiley, 1995 

Bain 
The Ancient Pinewoods of Scotland – A travellers 
guide 

Sandstone, 2013 

Buckley (ed) Ecology and Management of Coppice Woodlands Chapman and Hall, 1992 

Watkins Woodland Management and Conservation David and Charles, 1990 

Marren  Woodland Heritage David and Charles, 1990 

Marren 
The Wild Woods, A Regional guide to Britain’s 
ancient woodland 

David and Charles, 1992 

Worrell Growing Broadleaves for Quality Timber FC Perth, 2006 

Worrell Birch Woodland Management Handbook Highland Birchwoods 1999 

Worrell The Boreal Forests of Scotland 
FC, Tech Paper 14 
1996 

BMS Dunlop  The Native Woodlands of Strathspey 
SNH Research report no 33, 
1994 

Ramsay Revival of the Land - Creag Meagaidh NNR SNH, 1997 

Adamson (ed) Cumbrian Woodlands – past, present and future ITE, 1989 

Meanar Trees and Woodland on Exmoor Exmoor NP, 1997 

Coillte Celebrating Irish Forests Coillte, An Taisce, 1998,  

Callander History in Birse Birse Community Trust, 2000 

B) LOWER PLANTS 

Ray Woods The Mosses and Liverworts of Brecknock Woods, 2006 

Hallingback and 
Hodgetts 

Mosses, liverworts and hornworts IUCN, 2000 

Orange, James, White Microchemical methods for the ID of lichens BLS, 2001 

Seaward and Hitch 
(eds) 

Atlas of the Lichens of the Br Isles, Vol 1 NERC, 1982 

Church, Coppins et al Red Data Book, Lichens  JNCC, 1996 

Woods and Coppins A Conservation Evaluation of British Lichens BLS, 2003 

Laundon Lichens  Shire, 1986 

Kondratyuk and 
Coppins 

Lobarion lichens as Indicators of the primeval forests 
of the Carpathians 

EC, 1998 

Kantvilas and Jarman Lichens of rainforest in Tasmania 
Australian Biological Resources 
Study. 1999 

K&C Dalby Shetland lichens Shetland Amenity Trust, 2005 

mailto:pqws5225@gmail.com
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NATIVE WOODLANDS DISCUSSION GROUP CONSTITUTION 

Name: The organisation shall be the Native Woodlands Discussion Group. 

Aims and objectives: The purpose of the group is to encourage interest in native woodlands, their 
ecology, management and history. 

Membership:  Membership of the group will be: (a) Individual, (b) Family (1.5 x full rate) or (c) 
Concessionary (0.6 x full rate).  Membership of the group will cease 18 months after the payment of an 
annual subscription. Committee will advise the Meetings Organiser for the year of the fee for 
attendance of non-members. 

Officers and committee: 
a. The group elects a committee. The committee shall co-opt or appoint such officers as 

are considered necessary. Officers will be eligible to vote at committee meetings. 
b. Committee members shall serve for three years, but shall be eligible for re-election. 
c. The chairperson shall be nominated by the committee and endorsed by the Annual 

General Meeting. 
d. All members are free to attend committee meetings. 

Accounts: 
a.    The financial year shall be the calendar year 
b. The committee will set the annual membership fee before the end of October. 
c. The treasurer will keep accounts and present a financial report by 15th March each 

year. The accounts shall be independently audited by a competent person before 
presentation. 

Annual General Meeting: An AGM shall be held at such a date as is determined by the committee. 
Notification of that meeting shall appear in the newsletter at least one month prior to the AGM.  
Business at the AGM shall be determined by a simple majority except changes to the constitution 
which shall require a two-thirds majority of those members present.  Family membership entitles up to 
two votes if both are present.  The chairperson and the treasurer will each submit a report at the AGM. 

Meetings: The committee shall organise or authorise any member to organise such meetings as 
considered desirable. 

Publications: The committee shall approve such publications as are considered desirable, and which 
carry the group's endorsement. 
 

NWDG OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

Objectives: The purpose of the Group is to encourage interest in native woods, their ecology, 
management and history, with a particular emphasis on Northern Britain. 

Activities: 

 Organise at least one Field Meeting with related discussion each year. 

 Organise Workshops on subjects suggested by members (initially two per year). 

 Issue Newsletters (currently two per year) with an emphasis on members’ contributions. 

 Maintain contact with like-minded organisations through the membership. 

Membership: This is open to any interested individual. (There is no corporate membership.) 

Subscription: According to the following categories -  

Ordinary individual  £20 per year (£18 if paid by Standing Order) 

Family    £30 per year (£28 if paid by Standing Order) 

Concessions (under-25s only) £12 per year (£10 if paid by Standing Order) 

Subscriptions should be sent to the Membership Secretary (Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East 
Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280; email: alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk).  There is a £2 
annual discount for those paying by Standing Order (shown in the above figures): please ask for a form. 
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NWDG COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 

Chair: Kate Holl.  Email: Kate.Holl@snh.gov.uk 

Minutes Secretary: Ruth Anderson, Dundavie, Glen Fincastle, Pitlochry, Perthshire, 
PH16 5RN;  tel/fax: 01796 474 327; email: ruth@dundavie.wanadoo.co.uk 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary, and Website Editor: Alison Averis, 6 Stonelaws 
Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 3DX; tel: 01620 870 280; email: 
alisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor: Ben Averis, 6 Stonelaws Cottages, East Linton, East Lothian, EH40 
3DX; tel: 01620 870 280 / 07767 058 322; email: benandalisonaveris@tiscali.co.uk 

Field Meeting: Ruth Anderson (details as above) 

Woodland History: Mairi Stewart.  Email: mairi_skye@hotmail.com 

Woodland History: Noel Fojut.  Email: Noel.Fojut@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Workshops: Alan Crawford.  Email: alancrawford07@hotmail.co.uk 

Member: Alasdair Firth.  Email: alasdair_boulton@hotmail.co.uk 

Member: Sarah Toulson.  Email: sarahtoulson@googlemail.com 

Member: Juliet Robinson.  Email: julietpcrobinson@gmail.com 

 

NWDG website:   www.nwdg.org.uk 

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/NativeWoodlandsDiscussionGroup/ 
or search on ‘Native Woodlands Discussion Group’ 

 Twitter: NWDG @TheNWDG 

 

 

 

 

 

Abernethy 

(in Saskatchewan, Canada) 



 
 

 

 

 

NWDG Woodland History Conference at Battleby, near Perth, in October 2015 (photos by Mairi Stewart)



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

NWDG visit to Slattadale, Loch Maree, 2015 (photos by Sarah Toulson)  
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