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Loch Ba: looking north from the southern shore PhotoGraham Newport
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EDITORIAL

Ben Averis

= |

Welcome to thdutumn2016 newsletterwhichcontaingeports of the NWDG excursion

to Mull in May 201,6an imaginativegieceabout amold deadtreetrunk washed up on a

beachan account of th@alt e Ol i ver Rackhamds work in Sco
The Ash Tredvlany thanks to those whontributed to thisssue Hease dsend me

anyhingthat you wald like to see in future editions of this newslgteer notes below on
newslettecortributions)

Ben

NOTES FOR NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS . Next deadline (forpsing 2017 newsletjed 3"

March 2017 We welcomery woodlanerelated materiagduch agroup/organisation reports, news items,
letters, book reviews and illustratioRfease send written material (ideally <1500 words long) in Microsoft
Word andincluck your contact detailsNEW PUBLICATIONS . If you have written or earitten a
book/booklet which would interest our members, we can enclose your fliers with our mailings. This service is
free to individual members but we charge £20 (to cover postage & packing) for organisations and non
members. We can get books reviedv@bst senda copy to the editorlf you would like to review a
particular book, please let the editor knowcameisually get a free review copy from the publisher, and if
you review it the book is yours to keBlEWSLETTER AS A PDF FILE. If youwantto receivelfture
newsletterglectronically as PDF filaed not in printed form, please send me an email requesting this and
tell methe email address you want the PDF file seh#o. Thanks

BenAveris. Enail:ben.aeris@gmail.conTel:01620 830 670 / 07767 058 322

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR
Kate Holl

ltds been another busy year for t he NWDG.
interesting annual excursion which this year was to the Isle of Mull (for exeposisn r

see elsewhere in this edition). Overall the excursion was well attended, we visited some
very interesting sites, the weather was,gobde mi dges werendt t oo be
great to see some new members in the throng! Unfortunately, thesfyrdviled visit to

the (newly established) tea plantation di d
Duart Castle, kilts and some American tourisi®@) we had a very interesting talk from

the plantation owner about his experience ofiggot®a on Mull! During the course of

the year, there have also been several well attended workshops on lichens and bryophytes,
and we do have further workshops planned for this year (and next) including one on how

to assess herbivore impacts on woodtmdheck out our website for more details of this.

And by the time you receive this newsletter we will have jusuh&\¢bodland History

Conferencet Battlebyon November 18 on the subj& of Policies & products through the

ages: the role of the state and privaepoterfdbisto appear in Spring 2017 newsletter)

As the SottishNationalPartyis continuingd push forward its land reform agenda, related

to this are some public consultatjovith implications for native woodlatigat you may

wish to check out. First up, the Scottish Government is consulting on the Forestry
Commission in Scotland with propdss i ntended to keep Scot /|
ownership and to enhance the sectords econ
consultatior{which can be accessed throtighScottish Government website) case

9h NovemberThe proposals include taking the For
policy activities into Government, and the
agency to focus initially on managieg\Nhtional Forest Estate.


mailto:ben.averis@gmail.com
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/forestry/future-of-forestry

There is another, less widely promoted consultation also currently underway to do with the
devel opment of a vi.Shispotentidllyras hBge arplicaionslfors u p | .
the future of upland forests and woodland. Sdwtish Government has askedttih
NaturalHeritage(SNH)t o Oscope the potenti al to deve
upl andso. The aim of this exercise iIis to
the benefits that we want the uplamdgrovide for Scotland, both now and in the future,

and the balance of land uses that we need in order to achieve this. This ex#rcise is

about attempting to develop a vision at this stage, but to consider what a vision would need

to address, how it cloube developed and who should be involved. The idea is that this

will allowministers to decide whether or not to proceed with the development of a vision

for the uplands Given that the greatest opportunities for woodland restoration and
expansiorarein the uplands, the implications for native woodland are potentially huge!
Reforesting Scotland have launched a consultation with their membersToe theeid

and the People Forumsp check this out if you wish to add your views to the debate.

SNH has recently published its first annual report charting the progress towards delivering
the targets and actions identified in $kettish Biodiversity Strategy: A Route Map to
2020 The RouteMap, published in June 2015 identifies ongoing and proposed
conservation work that will help Scotland meet international biodiversityota@§¥6.
Thereport identifies what still needs to be done to reach the 2020 targets, and notably this
includes the targets for native woodland expansion andtrestarhich so fahave not

been mefThe hope is that these targets can be met thnoerglasing the rate of new
planting and by helping woodland recover naturally by improving deer management
planning. However as you are all well ateme is much work indeed still to be done
across a number of fronts before we will be able to halmgleéng loss and degradation

of Scotlandds native woodland resource anoa
healthy conditioncapable of supporting a wide range of associated species, land
management functions and local communities (of people).

I
Looks like all f mse

consultations and visions
ore abeut to pay off !

Ah! Now we're
making }‘-roﬂress
towards (/p/ivermg
the targets

N

As part of a move to promote and learn from the considerable activity going on around
native woodland in Scotland the Forest Policy Group, an independent think tank that feeds
new ideas into the debate about forestry in Scotland (and which is partiyyfuheed
NWDG), heldan event orGetting value from your locainubeds® November at the

Birnam Institute, Dunkeld. The aim of this eweat to hear from people é@mgroups

around Scotlanatho have been doing good things with new approaches to forestry and
working with timbersupporting local communities, places and economies, to share
experiences and learn from each other

And finally, we would really like to hi'|am you the members about whether there are

issues or themes that you are dealing with that could usefully be aired for discussion in the
newsletter. One of the recemwsletters featured a series of very interesting articles in
relation to the subjeotf whet her or not we should be o0en


http://www.reforestingscotland.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=30&t=53&sid=3d4c3d0bc21eeb8c870b83f16b7e333a
http://www.reforestingscotland.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=30&t=53&sid=3d4c3d0bc21eeb8c870b83f16b7e333a
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/8630/0
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/8630/0
http://www.forestpolicygroup.org/blog/getting-value-from-local-woods/

of woodland regeneration by planting the
against were presented and provided useful food for thought for many of us involved in
policy deviepment and management of native woods. If you found this way of continuing
the discussion useful then we would really like to hear from you about other topics that
could be tackled in this way.

With best wishes,
Kate

NWDG ADMIN REPORT

Alison Averis

Many thanks to all of you for supporting the NWDG by subscribing and by attending our
events.lt is great to be involved with such an enthusiastic and committed group of people.
In midNovember 2016 we had6lmembers.Welcome to everyone who joinedider

to attend recent workshops or when booking for the history confevéadsope to see

you at another event soon. At the same time we had £13,915.85 in the bank, so although
we have imminent payments for workshops and the history conferencanuoes fare

healthy and the 2016 Excursion covered its cAstounts for the year up t& Bpril

2015 are given on the next pageanks to Kirsty Macintyre for preparihgse.

| am getting one or two emails returned as undeliverable every timeut senailshot,

so if you haven't received emails in recent months (and didn't hear about the history
conference, for example), please can you contact atisamaveris@gmail.cand I'll

amem your records ithe database.

Finally, if you don't pay by standing order, why not beat the January rush and send me your
cheque or BACS payment for 2017 nde@d can download thsubgription form
including the standing order mandate from the welsite nwdg.org/join_us_29.html



mailto:alisonaveris@gmail.com
http://www.nwdg.org/join_us_29.html

NWDG Accounts for year ended 5" April 2015

Prepared byKirsty Macintrye

Income and Expenditure Account

Income

2015 Excursion
Memberships
History Conference
Book Sales

Total Income

Expenditure

2014 Excursion

2015 Excursion

History Conference

Postage

Newsletter

Forestry Policy Group (FPG)
Honoraria

Other expenses

Total Expenditure

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

Balance Sheed as at % April 2015

Current Assets

Bank Account

Financed by

Opening balance as &t/&pril 2014
Add Surplus/Deficit
Closing balance as #ét/&pril 2015

2015
13720.0C

3094.05
2349.0C
68.00
19231.0¢

2015

9939.73
1573.4C
1431.01
413.76
661.80
350.00
750.00
369.20
15488.9(

2015

12451.1%
12451.1.

8708.97
3742.15
12451.1.

19231.05

15488.9(

3742.1¢

12451.1.



NWDG EXCURSION TO MULL, 25™ TO 27™ MAY 2016

Here are the reports from tlyise aexcrsonbeginning with a map to show the locations
of the places visited.

Gruline / Loch Ba/
Benmore Estate

Isle of
\ Mull Hotel
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By Loch Spelve, Mull PhotoAlan Crawford



Minutes of Native Woodland Discussion Group Annual
General Meeting (AGM) on evening of Wednesday 25"
May 2016, at Isle of Mull Hotel

Sarah Toulson

Present:Kate Holl, Ruth Aderson, Alison Averis, Alan Crawford, Alasdair Firth, Noel
Fojut, Sarah Toulson, Juliet Robinson. Apologies: Mairi SBemaftveris

Introduction 8 Kate Holl

Inthed®*decade of the NWDGOs existence we are
a membership organization with numerous folk willing to turn up for discussionth The 20
anniversary history conference was very successfiaong.thanks to all for coming to

Mull and to Ruth and Alison for organizing this visit at such short Ntcare here to

see native woodlands and to discuss some of the big issues in the woods.

Figures recently published bypt8sh Natural HeritageNBH) suggest that:

1 80.4% of native Woodland in Scotland is designated so far
1 67% woodlands are in favorabledibon or recovering

1 87% are seriously affected by herbivore browdiggre from Forestry
Commission Scotladdative Woodland Survey of Scotland)

and from this we may ask:

1 Is there an opportunity for NWDG to do something?
1 Benchmarking of indication obndition of woodlands?

Membership and financesd Alison Averis

At the time of the AGM we had 187 members, including quite a few who joined to attend
the history conference. We had just over £15,000 in the bank addoumxcursion

seems to be affaatlle for most members but sustainability is an issue, as we made a loss
of £600 in 2015 and the 2013 excursion also made a loss. The committee will discuss the
longterm sustainability of tlegcursion.

Social Mediad Sarah Toulson/Juliet Robinson
We hae 185acebook membeasd 200rwitter members

Woodland History 8 Noel Fojut

Passed on Mairi Stewartods apologies for not
busy organising the 2016 Woodland History conference, with a theme of policy and
produds.

Workshopsd Alan Crawford

There were two successful workshops in @@t onPlantation on Ancient Woodland
Sites PAWS restoration, and one on bryophyte identificat®d@.felt the most notable
thing about the bryophyte workshop was that thes@maugh interest for a whole day in
30 m of woodland. In 2016 there will be two bryophyte work8raes for beginners

and one for improve&and a lichen workshop. We hope to be able to hold a workshop
on herbivore impacts in 2017 and will contiowexgiore the idea of art workshop&lan

was thanked for everything he was doing to promote NWDG workshops.



Forest Policy Group(FPG) 8 Gordon Gray Stephens

Thanks to Ruth for her help with the FPG. The group is getting increasing external
recognitiongontributing to consultations and holding meetings witdstEnterprise

There is funding for establishing native woodland thtbha@tottish Rural Development
Programmé&SRDB but not for management, and there seems to be more of an emphasis
on nonnative productive forestry at present. FPG welcomes any ideas and input from the
NWDG.

FPG are holding a conference ot libvember 2016 at Dunkeld, to explore the benefits
of native woodland management.

Election of Committee

Juliet Robinson stepped dovitom the Committee and was thanked for all her
contribution over the years. Tim Collins was elected on to the Committee as Social Media
contact (proposed Eamonn Wall; seconded Piers Voysey), and the Committee agreed to
nominate a representative to sitrenFPG.

Ideas for future Excursionsincluded West Lothian, Cumbria and the Scottish Borders,
and ST offered to collect ideas at the ceilidh and collate them for consideration at the next
meeting.

Benmore Estate / Loch Ba (Thursday 26" May 2016)

Sarah Toulson

The estate Isa history of running farming and forestry side by side, with birchwood that
expandedniarean the 1930s due to a decrease in farming pr&acioe. of the woodland

has now been dedenced to encourage natural regeneration within, although it was
apparent that deer were inside the enclosuraatitiebrowsingof natural regesration

This was later confirmed from the other side of the loamgdunch. The fence itselfsha

not been maintained and deave beepasily getting in.

THEY'RE EATINQ THE TREES !
THEY'RE DEER,TIM, BUT




Discussion focused on deer management and whether thespgdimg aniong term

benefit from spending on fencing and investment in theseofypestoratin projects.

When the fences either fall downa@ removegdthe woodland W just go back to the
way itused to beyith no new rgeneration.

Discussion then focused on whether estates should have tiharthey have good deer
control in place befe investmeris given in the first place.

Also discussed was whether collaboration between conservation bodies and forestry bodies
such as Cdor (Confederation of Forest Industrie®uld be a benefitnot fighting each

other but working together seetpubliccansee that the investments made on their behalf

are working with everyone involved.

Gruline: Loch Ba woodland (Thursday 26™ May 2016)

Graham Newport

The first view othese woods on the nomtast side of Loch Ba was enjoyed during the
earlier visit to a wood on the scutést side of the loch. Viewed across the loch, the site
appeared to be very varied with a variety of tree species. A few rowan trees and some gorse
were particularly promineas they wena flower at the time. Also prominent close to the

loch shore were some commercial conifers, probably Sitka spruce and possibly just outside
the SSSI boundary.

Having completed the earlier visit to the saugst &le of the loch we were driven around

to Gruline House, where we were greeted by the owners, James and Nichola Harmer. At
this point we were one minute ahead of schedule (impressively prompt). Gruline House
has a landscaped garden with severahatiowe tee species includingNathofagasd

some limes and yews. Of more interestawv
flock of peacocks which screeched merrily
from the ground and from tréep perches
and some corresponding peahens which
skulked around quietly in the undergrowth.

We werded out of the landscaped grounds and
into the lochside woodland. Initially, the
woodland was mostly Douglas fir, western
hemlock and planted Scots pine but judging
from the ground florahis appeared to be a
oplantation on oar(cPlAeWSt)
There was some discussion about the best way |
of restoring the native woodlaidt therewas ) / i
a general consensus that the first step would be /7 /\‘, 7
to get control of therhododendrons which % —
weresignificant in the understorey. | /_;,.. gyl

|

Alison led the way up a steep seteack ata /| /- 7 -
brisk paceand the group soon became rather / V st
spread out. A brief rest stop allowed the group :
to regather and a small opening in the canopy

gaveus a good view back across the loch to the



woodland we had previously visited. Here the trees mvainly birches but the
conversation was mostly abdwidodendron and the various strategies for its control. At
this point there seemed to be good support for picking off outigidgdendron bushes
around the edgdsut this subject may be coverethore detail in later reports.

The weather was mostly cloudy, dry, warm and stdl not surprisingly we were
encouraged to continue up along the track by some unwelcome midges. The flora on the
track had included violets, bluebells and strawberrias et climbed highigrchanged

to blaeberry and the ground became more rocky. We crossed an old redundant deer fence
and found ourselves in an oak plantation. This was supposedpiadeefar outunch

stop and a long discussion about the managemeak efoodlandbut the lunch was
postponedbecause oéxcessive midges and the discussion was relatively short (although
the contentvas of course of high quality).

Loch Ba: looking S from the N shore PhotoGraham Newport

The oaks were mosthatare singlstem trees, forimg a relatively uniform, dense canopy

over alargearea. Estate records show that thesevaaieplanted, although it is not clear
whether they were planted as timber trees or for coppice and then left to grow after a
collapse of the market for coppice produce. The (short) discussion revolved mostly around
whether the oaks should be attineanaged or left as they are.

Would it be beneficial to fell some of the oaks to increase structural diversity and to create
space for rtaral regeneration? Could this be done at no cost by extracting and selling the
oak timber? Were the oak stems suitable for sawn timber? Was the access track suitable for
timber extraction? Would timber extraction create an ideal seeddesbdoiendron
seedlings? Would additional ecological surveys be required prior to felling in a Site of
Special Scientific Interest and would the extra cost of thess suakeythe operation
uneconomic? The consensus seemed to be that the first consideration shaald be
eradicate thehododendron, the second consideration should be to gain control of deer
numbers and that only then would it be worth debating the manmagernotherwise) of

the oaks.

10



We hurried on hurriedly. Our route now took us more or less sti@igtttill towards the

loch, through oak and birch and blaeberry. Several experimerahaekeexclosures

had been constructed within the woodland to exclude red and fallow deer (as there are
apparently no roe deer on Mull). The deer fences alseeakdag and cattle, which

seem to have free access to some parts of the woodland. We passed next to one of these
exclosures and this allowed comparison of growth inside and outside the fence. There was
clearly more natural regeneration (particularly ramana more luxuriant growtdi

blaeberry inside the fence.

The delayed lunch was enjoyed on the shore of Loch Ba, where a gentle breeze was much
appreciated. We were still only a few hundred metres into thevestrénd of the SSSI,

which stretches f@to 4 kilometres along the shore of the loch but there was not enough
time available to explore further. Lunch was followed by a fairly smofisemse march

back along the shore of the lgahd we were back in the minibuses by 1.30 pm.

Our next sitevisit turned out to be aboftive minutes way, near the Gruline Estate
mausoleum. On the wdayere from the minibuswe saw some of the aforementioned
fallow deer. The woodland here was mostly Douglas fir and larch with a little willow and
alder and a toof rhododendron. Rather than discussing native woodlands, our main
purpose here was to disctssdodendron control methods and partitylde lever and

mulch method.

DonaldKennedy(see back cover photggve a brief demonstration of kager and mulch

method, in whichrhododendron bushes are dismantled by hand using only a few
specialised hand tools. The upper parts of the plant were cut off with a silky saw and laid
on the ground to form a mulch which discourages the growtbdafdendra seedlings.

Each stem wabenlevered from the ground. Stem levering was achieved mostly without
tools but the oOocutter mattockd and oOroot sa
main advantage of the method is that it removes most bfidse(from which new
rhododendron shoots can grow) and so avoids the need forupldvemical spraying.
Conventional cutting leaves the buds intact and allowsrhesiddendron plant to
produce new shogtso that repeated chemical control is retjuiieere seem to be
different variants of the lever and mulch technique used by different pract#i@hers
some are now combinitgver and mulctvith a certain amount of wplaced herbicide

to ensure that aluids are killed and to minimise the need for return visits.

The demonstration and resulting discussion were short and sharp and soon we were back
on the buses and heading for another site.

Balnahard hazel wood (Thursday 26" May 2016)
Ro Scott

The next stop was at Balnah@ll45 34)o examine a patch of Atlantic hazel woodland
on a steep slope looking out westwards over Inch Kenneth to Ulva across the sparkling
waters of Loch na Keal. After just abottirggethe minibuses off the road, the party were
keen to get into the woods and quickly swarmed upwards beneath the low canopy of hazel.

The sun was shining and we marvelled at the rich ground flora, typical of thaede base
brown basalt soils. Beimgite early in the year, pignG@ogopodium njawas still

flowering, along with lesser celandieafia veppaneadowswesdkilipendula ulmgrisild
strawberryRragaria veseeoodruff Galium odorajumorthern bedstraws( boreale | ady ds

11



bedstraw G. verum, d o g 0 $ercwralis pergniyisiebell Hyacinthoides-swip)a
primrose Primula vulggrigairy flax I(inum cathartigurthyme Thymus polytrichard
sanicle $anicula europaeligher up the slope was a patch oanogloly thistleQjrsium
heterophyllumSome gluéungus Klymenochaete cojrugedtound, but sadly no hazel
glovesklypocreopsis rhodddendri

The woodland covers only a small area on these slopes, the remainder being grassland.
Above it the dark dsalt cliffs glowered down. We were puzzled as to why these woods
were so restricted in their distributidvhy did they not cover the lower slopes all the way

along these cliff?ssibly something to do with the grazing history or some other kind of
exploitation? Unfortunately the tenant farmer was unable to meet us, so we did not have
the beefit of his local knowledge.

Balnahard

As we gathered back at the bottom of the hill, Sandy Coppins told us of her experiments in
hazel seed dispersdl Ballachuan Hazel Wood (on Seil Island, south of Oban) with
children from the locadrimaryschool. Hazel nuts float in sea water and the species is
thought to have colonised the west coast of Scotland from Ireland. To test this hypothesis,
the youngscientists had collected 1000 hazel nuts and immersed batches of them in sea
water for periods of one, two or three weeks, with the aim of testing their viability
thereafter.Unfortunately, the whole experiment got washed away, so there were no
conclusies! Maybe they will try againe

We were loath to tear ourselves away from this beautiful site, but the next stop on the
itinerary beckoned.

12



Tiroran Community Forest (Thursday 26" May 2016)

Simon Stiart

The group ws met by John Clare from the South West Mull and lona Development
(SWMID) on the side of the publ@ad overlooking the current harvesting operations.

The forest was bought in November 2015 by SWMID on behalf of the comfauaity
cost of around £9300Q Mostof the funding for the project came in the form of a
£750,00@rant from the Scottish Land Fuarad a £200,000 Loan from Social Investment
Scotland, with some additional grant support from Highlands and Islands Ertterpris
help over the first five years of the project.

The first priority was to start generating some income to pay off trentbtmthis end a
contract was drawn up with Tilhill Forestry in March 2016 to start felling the mature
conifer stands in theewtre of the glenthis was underway when we visited. The
remoteness of the forest does pose challenges logiascHily haulage trucks must be
spaced out at least one hour apart to allow the public road to metmwerdas the

timber is trangprted to Pennyghagier to markets which include Scandinavia.

OK - we've
got exactl_«j one hour

to Set across ..

Startiqg....

The transportingf timber off the island did engender a lively discussion within the group
about why the timber was being shipp&dyand notused locally awithoutvalueadded
beforeexport One factorcontributing to the limited market for the timber on the island is

13



the presence of the longer established North West Mull Community Forest Ctirapany
fact that they weraided to build a new road to extrthetrtimber from the islandoes
suggest that currently theelittle demand for the timber on the islaRdrhaps this
should be investigatedther, and opportuniés sought.

The longer term plans which will be going out to public consultation envision a multi
purpose usage for the almost @&Ctaresf forest, with the centre of Glen Seilisdeir being
converted for more recreational wede the upper slopestain a more commercial bias.

Other important factors include historical intevagh sites such as old settlements being
made more accessible with interpretalitome local involvementassobeing encouraged

by engaging with local child@emd volunteers. In the longer term the aim is to make the
forest financially sedfistaining with a variety of incegemerating schemes, potentially
leading to the creation of local jobs and offering space for local businesses to develop.
Additional incora generated by the forest would be invested in other local development
projects.

While we were standing looking over the harvesting operations there was some excitement
at the appearance of one of Mull's most famous residentshitéailed eagle hogento

view. Once the discussions about the forest management operations were,coacluded
made our way to the Mull Eagle watch hide which looks over the valley onto a nest
Everyone got a little distracted looking for the adult birds (Fingalnanduhal trying to

spot any chick in the nest. There were some discussions about the boon the eagles have
been to the islands tourist industry but also the perceived dhligastbck, especially

sheep.




Lochbuie Estate (Friday 27" May 2016)
Alasaar Firth

Loch Buie Estate (Loch Uisg)

Loch Buie is a sea loch on the south side of Mull. The w
we visited are on the north side of Loch Uisg, a freshwate
between Loch Buie and Loch Spelve. This visit took the f@
of an introductory session with the woodland owner,
Corbett, and following on from this a general discussion in
group after the owner had departed.

Loch Buie Estate

Loch Buie farm/estate extends to 88@0 The Corbett famlly == (
has owned the lanthee 1921. Jim Corbett aims to farm 1400+ =
ewes, all on hill ground, as well as 55 suckler cattle. The
supports around 400 stags and 600 hing40 3fage and 40

hinds are shot on average per year. There are no roe deer on Mull. All animals are
slaugtered at the community slaughterhouse on Mull. The estate also has&ieriaglf
cottages and other properties let to resident tenants. The total population in the Loch Buie
area is around 30. Other economic interests includdariishind tourisnwalking, birds
(especially eagles) and otters are important attractions.

Thewoodsthemselve&see map below, provided by Alasdair)

Woodlands extend on both sides of Loch Uisg, shown on the Ancient Woodland
Inventory. They are not designated, lyingndr@um west of ArdurAuchnacraig SSSI,

which is designated (among others) for its Upland Oak Woodland. This SSSI has
particularly diverse lichen and bryophyte flora. Within the §0kl square these woods

lie within there are 507 recorded lichen speZ®®s mosses, 105 liverworts and 487
vascular plants (data from NBN); many of the woodland lichens are oceanic specialists.
The woods on the north side of the loch probably share some of this diversity, but have
not been thoroughly surveyed. A number wfraa treegmostly birchjvere visible from

the road. On the south side of Loch Uisg a regeneration scheme within a fence has not
been very successful. On the north side, where we walked along the road next to the wood,
there is a major rhododendron issOkearance and control have been attempted. This
clearance work is detailed below.

. e -_A - COrg B Crtnindt B e (0 B oM ¢ mpap 0] aidiase | g the
-
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Rhododendron clearance

Loch Buie Estate clears a little rhododendron everyGeaurts pay 80% of clearance
costs. Dedication is the main issue. There are thrmduditaff on the estate, but this is

not enough to undertake the clearance work as well as the management of grant
application schemes. The estate does not want to employ temporary foreign workers.
There is little localommunity interest in the land.

Overall, the estateds priority is farming;
yet taken over an area of ground to the extent that that would affect the farming interest;
thus rhododendron is not a very big issue for the estate. Rhododeratamcelés
unattractive, leaving a mess, which Jim Corbett thinks can deter visitors. All clearance that
has been attempted leaves burnt and bare areas, and rhododendron has quickly
recol oni sed. Some of the group daurmhacrhstr at
removal to Jim Corbett, who was unconvinced that this method could possibly work
effectively.
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Other woodland management

Little other woodland management is carried out. Jim Corbett imports hazel from
Hampshire to make walking sticks.

Discussin

The group thanked Jim Corbett for his welcome contributions. We discussed general issues
of estate management and what the implications are for woodlands on estates where
woodland is not a main objective. Landowner responsibility and stewardship were
discussed, of which there had been no previous mention.

Many argued that i n the public interest, i
non-native invasives, such as rhododendron. Und@/iltikife and Natural Environment
(Scotlandpct 2012 t i s a n plantoof otherwise eaude to gréw any plant in the
wild outwith its native rangeo
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However, it may not be in a | ocal ¢oo mmuni t-
conflict with the landowner (especially when the landowner is also the landlord). On sites
which have no statutory protection, is there any way to progress? Where should the
effort/money come from? Some quite animated discussions ensued about timwe situa

like this can be resolved: by carrot or by stick?

Wider public benefit from land management, including deer management, was also
covered.

Following this the group visited the gorge woodland of Albaiani Glaise.

Allt na Faoilinn Glaise ravine woodland on Lochbuie
Estate (Friday 27" May 2016)
Alan Crawford

In the south of Mull, near Loch Buie, we explored one of the many narrow gorge woods
that follow the burns, of the hill, running NM\BE. As is the casover much of upland
Scotland, the bulk of the hill is bare of any tree cover, but in the steep ground that drops to
the burn another world is present. Therasls elm, hazel, oak, birch, rowan, holly, &

willow. There is alsthododendronThe habitatsia mosaic of mostly NVC W11/W7 with
pockets of W9, and there was significant
deadwood. It is lovely, and it and the
other spaces like it offer hope | feel.

o

When viewed from
look much, a few scraggy trees may
but once under the mapy you becom T
aware of how rich these refugia are, hciw
precious they are, and how much h
they offer for the future. The gorge jis .. Y >
lush with bryophytes and ferns, with s 3/
Lejepa liverworts noticeable, and both‘ ;
Wil sonds and Tun b
present (ta much, Alasdair Firth) s
Flowering plants includedwood
anenomg wood sorrel, tormentil#
bluebells, primrose, herb robert, wild™"=
garlic, ivy, sanicle, woodruff, yellow:.:
pimpernel, lesser celandine, valenh . o
marsh thistle(A species list ivailable
at the end of the article courtesy of R
Scot). There is oneak, leaning way o 5
over the gorge to catch some light, t
hasivy entwined with it, thick as a tr¢
trunk, festooned with bryophytes, thaf®
made myself and those whom |
walking with gasp and then laugh ¢
loud &ee photo).

Oak: photo by Alan Crawford
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| was conscious that the gr@pmotional response to the relatively confined atmosphere
of the goge was mixed, but for me these places feel safe, sheltering, and soothing. They
feel deeply refreshingpecial, both as what they are in their own right {edpgcially
where they escape the pressures of excessigng) but also for the hope thtitey

offer for the futureas and when significgndliticalor environmental change corabsut.

These refugia represent a seed source for many of our nativewdpelgiggven an
opportunity, could begin the process of clothing our hills once again with woodland. It will
inevitably be a long, long process, but | wonder if that procesbedudtstarted by
setting up mirexclosuresn close proximity to the gorge woods, to see if regeneration
happens, and if it does, we could begin to see wquatsdeut from our gorge refugia

and eek their way back out on to the hill.

Allt na Feolinn Glaise wooded ravine Photos: Alan Crawford
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Spelve, Mull (NM 658 264) on 27" May 2016

Latin name

Ajuga reptans

Anemone nemorosa
Angelica sylvestris
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Athyrium filikemina
Betula pubescens
Blechnum spicant
Brachypodium sylvaticum
Calluna vulgaris
Cardamine flexuosa
Carex binervis

Carex echinata

Carex nigra

Carex panacea

Carex pilulifera

Carex pulicaris

Carum verticillatum
Chrysosplenium tifidnsh

Circaea x intermedia

Cirsium palustre
Conopodium majus
Corylus avellana
Crepis paludosa
Dactylorhiza maculate
Deschampsia cespitosa
Digitalis purpurea
Drosera rotundifoia

Dryopteris aenitila

Dryopteris affinis
Dryopteris dilatata
Epilobium brunnescens

Epilobium montanum

Epilobium palustre
Erica cinerea
Eriophorum angustifolium
Festuca ovina

Ficaria verna
Filipenduldnoaria
Fragaria vesca
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium odoratum
Galium palustre
Galium saxatile
Geranium robertianum
Geum rivale

Hedera helix

Holcus melli

Total: 98 species

Common name

Bugle

Wood anemone
Angelica

Sweet vernal grass
Lady fern

Downy birch

Hard fern
Falsebrome
Heather

Wavy bitteicress
Greenribbed sedge
Star sedge
Common sedge
Carnation sedge
Pill sedge

Flea sedge
Whorled caraway
Oppositeleaved
golden saxifrage
Upl and encha
nightshade

Marsh thistle
Pignut

Hazel

Mar s h -Headvk 6 s
Heath spottearchid
Tufted hairgrass
Foxglove
Roundleaved
sundew
Hayscented buckler
fern

Scaly male fern
Broad bucklefern
New Zealand
willowherb
Broadleaved
willowherb

Marsh willowherb
Crossleaved heath
Common cottongrass
Sheepds fesc
Lesser celandine
Meadowsweet
Wild strawberry
Ash

Woodruff

Marsh bedstraw
Heath bedstraw
Herb Robert
Water avens

vy

Creeping sofgrass

* in graslands at bottom of gorge
**  interesting western specialities
*** many oaks on Mull are hybrids

Latin name
Hyacinthoides-smipta

Hymenophyllum witsonii

S ¢ @lartt lissfrom Allt na Faoilinn Glaise gorge, above Loch

Common name

Bluebell/Wild
hyacinth
Wil sonds fi

Hymenophyllum tunbriyens€@unbridge filmy fern

Hypericum androsaemum
Hypericum pulchrum

Hypochaeris radicata
llex aquifolium

Iris pseudacorus
Juncus articulatus
Juncus bulbosus
Juncus effusus
Juncus squarrosus
Lathyrus linifolius
Loncera periclymenum
Luzula sylvatica
Lysimachia hemorum
Melampyrum pratense

n t e Mdlirsa caerulea

ue

19

Myrica gale

Nardus stricta
Narthecium ossifragum
Oreopteris limbosperma
Oxalis acetosella
Pedicularis sylvatica
Phegopteris connectilis
Pinguicula vulgaris
Polygala serpyllifolia
Polypodium vulgare
Potentilla erecta
Primula vulgaris
Prunella vulgaris
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercisp.***
Ranunculus flammula
Ranunculus repens
Rhododendron ponticum
Rubus fruticosus
Rubus idaeus

Rumex acetosa
Sanicula europaea
Solidago virgaurea
Sorbus aucuparia
Succisa pratensis
Teucrium scorodonia
Trichophorum geramanic
Ulmus glabra
Vaccinium myrtillus
Valeriana officinalis
Veronica chamaedrys
Viola palustris

Viola riviniana

Tutsan

Slender StoJh A 6 s
wort

Cat 0s
Holly
Yellowflag
Jointed rush
Bulbous rush
Soft rush
Heath rush
Bittervetch
Honeysuckle
Great wooetush
Yellow pmpernel
Common cowvheat
Purple moograss
Bog myrtle

Mat grass
Bogasphodel
Lemonscented fern
Wood sorrel
Lousewort

Beech fern

Common butterwort
Heath milkwort
Common polypody
Tormentil

Primrose

Selfheal

Bracken

Oak

Lesser spearwort
Creeping buttercup
Rhododentbn
Bramble

Raspberry

Common sorrel
Sanicle

Goldenrod

Rowan

D e v -bitlséalsious
Wood sage

Deer grass

Wych elm

Blaeberry Bilberry
Valerian

Germander speedwell
Marsh violet
Common dogyiolet
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Ardura (Friday 27" May 2016)
Alasdair Fagan

Ardura 0 a Site of Special Scientific Interest§SS) with rare bryophytes and lichens,
woodland regeneration, cattle grazing and sea eagles

On Friday 27 May we visited Neil Morrison, the resident farm mandgemanages
woodlandSSShith rare lichens, bryophytes, woodland regeneration, cattle grazing, deer,
rhododendron and sea eadl@dot to discussThe visit included a good discussion about

all the issues associated with managwg@andSSShs part of a working farm on Mull
followed by a walk in the woods with Neil to discuss the softks SSSI.

One key message here was that the landowner is reluctant to apply for some grants for land
managemenas they were considered a burden in light of the potential penalties that may
be imposed. Th&cottish Rural Development Program®RDOP was consideretho

inflexible and the money that had to be spent on surveysoesst plans put the
landowner offso he decided not to follow it up.

Ardura

Sea eagles

The woodland was home to a pair of nesting sea eaglesas\eléarly very proud of
these birdsesting in his woodland, despite losing lambs o the said it was hard to
tell how many lambs he loses to eagles eachutahe contents of the nesteemptied

and taken for analysis bgofish Natural HeritaggSNH) and Royal Society for the
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Protection of Bird¢RSPB)stafftwice a yeaonce in June when ringing the chieksl
again in September/@ber when they empty the nest.

In the last year they found the remairtsvo lambs in June followed by the remains of 12
lambs in Septembd¥eil went on to explain that once the lambs he&es eateby the
chicks therr carcasss mayfall from the nestso the actual number taken may bkehig
than the above count8s there are no foxes Mull the lambs that are taken must only
have been taken by the eagles. He recallgda?ib being taken on a neighbouring:farm
the lamhmust have beef3 times the weigloff a fully grown eagle.

A scheme to help farmers and landowners live alongside sea eagles has provided the
opportunity toput threey e ar s @ wo r topethetd coyerathe mepitalt casts for a
lambing shed. Neil plans to build one in thmieg year so that he can do all of his
lambing inside and keep the young lambs indoors for the initial stages of their lives, when
they are at their most vulnerable to predation by eagles.

There are rabbiten Mull and in the areasvhere woodland regeneration is being
encouraged rabbit fencing is usegffotection. A part of the rabbit management includes

active culls across the estaig not diring andin the build up tahe lambing season

whenit is hoped thatabbitsw i | | form a | ar ger sqgdigcowrageof t he

thebirdsfrom taking high numbers of lambs.

i B ... at least we didn't S|
g N AN have to pay for i€ { X1 4
| "._-_:xv::,ﬁ""-"\;\\ WX /1? , . J N
(D F RS
L / / ( /\ & | |
VX / ( m 1 L X

There was a discussion about the potential for an agroforestry apprpeaaVvide
increasedree cover to shelter lamibsit the fieldssupplement the hay used across the
farm and it was feared tlmatyproduction would bkost if trees were introduced.

It was also recognised that the regenerating woodftardee lambs protection from the
eaglesthis isone of the reasonghythe woodland is so highly treasured here.

Neil saidothe woods are very valuable to us for shilieey were here long before us
and we want to preserve themo.
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Grazing

Part of the wood is grazed tope hefers which are removed from the woodlandvior

to threemonths for calving. Ndilas wantetb take them off more frequenthut the area

he would like to have moved thenwmssi n a scheme that meant it
around 30 years. However, a recent deal was done with SNH so that 60% of the land can
be grazed once again, allowing better movement afcdittiet t e r ifefsand the he he
p | o Thére are currenthb cattleHighlandsiand150 sheepCheviots and Texel tups)

across the total 4000 acre fdxeil explainethat this isa relatively light stocking density.

Rhododendron

Around 80 acres of the woodland is affectedhdqyodendron. Theurrent management
approach includes using a digger with a grab to remove roots, and in other armaas the ste
are cutfollowed up by an application of herbidm¢he stumpsNeilis very keen to get

on top of the problem before ietg any worse Advice was given to leave it
rhododendrorwoodon thegroundto improve the habitat for the Marsh Fritillary butterfly

d thespecies for which the wood was designated as a SSSI.

Deer

Nei | & s edftosstalk an acrogsghe estate and had heavy culls on hinds fdoaround

or fiveyearsabout 25 years agbhe stalking is now rented :catout 12 stags per year

The area was fencabund 2000and since then there have biswerdeer. It was also

noted that the deer tended to congregate around the impattkemhsture aredmit their
potenti al i mpact on grazing ,othendimilargizedva s n ot
estates on Mull carriéide times tle number of deqaresent at Ardura

In the woodland there is evidencdre&/shrubregeneration anohk and holly saplings

are becoming established. As such, &MHot concerned about overgrazing and the
condition of the SSSI, whi had expanded following initial surveys and more recent
surveys by thEorestry Commission Scotland (FE&jve Woodland Survey Scotland
(NWSS) The expansion of the woodland was welcomed by both Neil and the landowner
who again recognised itsueain providing shelter.

As we walked to the woodlang saw two fine looking red deer stags grazing on the
improved pasture by the farm buildings.

Conclusions and thefuture

The success of the SSSI is testament to the attitude of Neil. It masuslé@aate places

a high value and vested interest in the woodlands and is willing to make some sacrifices in
the traditional management of the farm to facilitate biodiversity, encourage regeneration
and live alongside sea eagles.

However, he raisambncerns for the future of farming on Mad the younger generation
are seemingly no longer interested in traditional land managfeisraight not be good
news for sensitive sites sucA@kira

Neil said:0The SSSI designatioon @ s n 6 t make the | afmtgustmor e di
means that you have to know what to do and
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Peter Wormell exclosure, Auchnacraig (Saturday 28"
May 2016)

Kate Holl

On Satuday morning in the warm sunshitigose of us who had not had to depart to

catch early ferries headed off in thebuses to Auchnacraig in the south east corner of

the island. Here there is a large 8@&luraAuchnacrai@ whichis also partfahe Mull
Oakwoods fecial Area of ConservatiotA(S. The SSSI is notified for a number of
features including upland oak woodland, but what is particularly interestingsatiaut

on the better soils there are woodland remnants thatt lnfiormerly much richer and

more biodiverse woodland ecosystem than is currently present. There are small pockets of
surprisingly rich adiazel woodland with vestiges of an associated ground flora featuring
species such as do giésvoodiand associates @ne denevatlyhre r b a
Mull as they are confined now, through pressure from herbivores, to inaccessible or
protected woodlands.

Just outsilechnacraig excldgul&Photo: Kate Hloll

We were going to visit one of the many woodland exclosures set up by Peter Wormell back
in the 1970s/8Qghat are still dotted around the west of Scotland. This particular one |
first visited back in 20hd washenvery surprised to discover titatas still apparently

largely degproof. Interestingly, contrary to what you might hapeceed, it had not

become rank and overgrown, but instead, more than 30 years since it was established, it
had become a small oasis of biodiversity within an otherwise overgrazed and ecologically
degraded landscape. The field layer was a mass of flplaetgwyith marsh marigold

lesser celandine, water avens, valerian and lituebetie but a fe@it was just bursting

with colour and alive with insects!

. W .
Auchnacraig excldguiein 2011Photo: Kate Hlo
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Trees had regenerated and become established, and were continuing to do so,rand althoug
bracken was present, it had not expanded to swamp everything else as you might have
expected. In short, what had happened in this exclosure gave a rare insight to what
woodland in this part of Scotland could look like with very low herbivore imgasts. T
little bit of owoodlando6é had a fl owering
and some wedistablished young trees. It was absolutely amazing, and a rare experience
indeed on Mull!

Althoughhundreds ofxclosures weretagp across Britain in the 1970s and 80s to see
how woodland would develop in the absence of herbivore impacts (many of which were
recorded in an exclosures database compiled by Rob Fuller for the Forestry Commission),
almost none of the are still free from herbivore impacts, and so they have largely failed to
do what they were set up to do. Most have been long since forgotten about and
abandonedHowever the Auchnacraig exclosure was unusual in having remained largely
deerprodf. As a result, thiwes one of the few places in Scotland whereowd see the
ecological impact of protecting native woodland from herbivores for several decades. So
in 2011 Auchnacraig was indeed a really special place.
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As we approached tle&closure on our Sunday morning visit in May, it became clear that

it was no longer detanced, and we could sea& onlythat there wersigns that deer

were using the area in significant numberthatit also looked as if cattle heldobeen

given access. | learned later that the fence was taken down around 2901R/48s
considered to have o0done its tptakedplacby all o
Already, in less thdhreeyears, the difference between the woodland insidritsmie

the previous exclosure was hard to see. Inside, there was evidence of tracks, soil
disturbance and browsing everywhere. As a result, the ecological restoration that had taken
place over the pas$ireedecades was being rapidly undone.

The ploto below, taken in 2011, is of a particularly luxuriant patch of vegetation inside the
exclosure. It was bursting with an amazing diversity of flowering plants. The species
present are not rare nationally, but they are rare on Mull. What is mone, ibifina
anywhere in Scotland such a diversity of woodland plant species and profusion of flowers.
Not only was the woodland inside the exclosure an inspiring and beautiful plade to visit
also provided food and living space for a wide range ¢$,ilsets and small mammals.

The next photdon next pageyas taken on our visit in 2016his is the same patch of
woodland. In less thdahreeyears the woodland has been utterly transformed. All of the
flowering plants and ferns in thetfireoto have completely disappeared. In their place is a
speciepoor grass/rush sward and lots of churned up bare ground. The profusion of
flowers is no longer there. It is hard to believe that this is the same spot, but check the
young oak with an offskink in its trunk in the middle of the first photo. The same tree
can be seen at the left hand side of the second photo.
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Much of the sermatural vegetation of Scotland looks like that in the second photo above
and, because we seldom see examples ofgrazed vegetatipmany people, ecologists

i ncluded, beli eve t hat t his i s t he Onatur :

different. Unless | had seen it with my own eyes | could not have believed that this patch
of degaded rush pasture could have so recently supportatcbuanid luxuriant ground
vegetation. The heavily grazed and tgemead vegetation must be very different in terms

of their productivity and biodiversity. The nectar, pollen and seeds proguited
flowering plants will provide a much greater food source for a wide range of invertebrates,
birds and small mammals compared to that available from the heavily grazed habitat. If we
consider the ubiquity of such similarly degraded habitats actias&l Snd how rare it is

to find habitats that are lightfyazedr urgrazed, it is a little bit mind blowing to imagine
how different Scotlandds | andscapes coul d

At Auchnacraig we may eventually see, as a result of the fence that was @présent for
decades, a few new trees emerge and grow to maturity. However, only two years after
removing the fence and allowing access to deer, and possibly alae tettle,lost the

rich and diverse mosaic of flowering plants and shrubs that wotddhavesuppored

the insects, birds and small mammals that all go to make up a healthy, productive
woodland ecosysteifihe latter isl think, what Peter would have wanted to see emerge
from his exclosure; not just a collectiotreébut a woodlan@écostencomplete with its

full suite of associated species.

In the 30 years that | have been working in woodland conservation in Scotland, | have
come to realise that most of our discussions about woodland conservation and
management have been about the.ttegortant as the trees obviously are, as managers
of native woodland we desperately need to think more holistically about woodland
ecosystems, as woodland isyaoh more than just the trees!
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A VENERABLE OLD GIANT: BELHAVEN BAY, EAST
LOTHIAN, FRIDAY 10™ JUNE 2016

Text and photographs bySandy Coppins
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